THE EIGHTH

SUNDAY AFTER

PENTECOST

July 31, 2022
8:30 & 11:00 AM

FIRST CHURCH WELCOMES YOU
We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return
to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about
our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,
any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects
of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our
visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.
ACCESSIBILITY
Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door from the courtyard.
An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels of the building. The
parking spaces directly in front of the building have been designated for those with
handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles.
ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of
the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.
Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.
PARKING
Reduced rate parking is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty
garage for $1.00. Tickets must be validated by the attendant at the reception desk.
Street parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon.
YOUNG CHILDREN
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship,
even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our
parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters
in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after
worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs.
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HOLY COMMUNION
Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers
who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, are
invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar
rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor and communion assistants will wear masks
when distributing Communion. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. Please
indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The Cup will be administered in
an individual glass, filled from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at
the head of the center aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of
the side aisles. If you need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let
an usher know.
If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason,
you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not
to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion
(or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.

 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS 
CENTERPIECE

is given in memory of Harold & Loretta Jones.
JULY 18—31

S A N C T U A R Y

LAMPS

is given in memory of
Harold F. Jones &
Loretta Jones.
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V O T I V E

is given in memory of
Alan J. Holl by
Nancy Headrick

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 31, 2022—8:30 & 11:00 AM
Thank you for silencing your electronic devices.
The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer:
 O God of peace, you have taught us that in returning
and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence shall be
our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence,
where we may be still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Read Psalm 122, p. 279

THE PRELUDE

Partita: ‘Adoro te Devote’
(Humbly We Adore Thee)

Gerald Near

The people stand.
THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P

C
P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

The people kneel. A brief time is provided for reflection.
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P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C

The people stand as the bells peal, and may turn to follow and bow as the cross passes.
THE ENTRANCE HYMN

All Depends on Our Possessing

Printed on the following page.
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN

All Depends on Our Possessing
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Gloria in excelsis
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Gracious Father, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread
which gives life to the world. Give us this bread, that he may live in us and we in
him, Jesus Christ our Lord, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen

The people are seated.
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THE FIRST LESSON—Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
L A reading from Ecclesiastes.
2
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
12
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.
2:18
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must
leave it to those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up
to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all
to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great
evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation;
even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 49:1-11

Audite haec, omnes

LBW Tone 6

Sung antiphonally, Men / Women

1

Hear this, all you peoples; hearken, all you who dwell | in the world,*
you of high degree and low, rich and | poor together.
2
My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,*
and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
3
I will incline my ear | to a proverb*
and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.
4
Why should I be afraid in | evil days,*
when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,
5
the wickedness of those who put their trust | in their goods,*
and boast of | their great riches?
10

6

We can never ran- | som ourselves,*
or deliver to God the price | of our life;
7
for the ransom of our life | is so great,*
that we should never have e- | nough to pay it,
8
in order to live forev- | er and ever,*
and never | see the grave.
9
For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish*
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
10
Their graves shall be their homes forever,
their dwelling places from generation to | generation,*
though they call the lands after | their own names.
11
Even though honored, they cannot | live forever;*
they are like the | beasts that perish.
THE SECOND LESSON—Colossians 3:1-11
L A reading from Colossians.
1

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory. 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in
you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living
that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have
clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but
Christ is all and in all!

L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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The people stand.
THE VERSE

The Alleluia is intoned once by the Soloist, then sung by All.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Luke 12:13-21
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twelfth chapter.

13

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to
be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich
man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for
I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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The people are seated.
THE SERMON

Vicar Alexis Mattson

Following the Sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY

Son of God, Eternal Savior

St. 1—All / 2—Men / 3—Women / 4—All
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
THE PRAYERS
A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people according to their needs.
You may kneel or sit. A brief time for reflection is provided.
A
C

...Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

C

The people stand.
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THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people offer one another the sign of peace.
The people are seated as the gifts are prepared.
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING

Adonoy Roi (God is My Shepherd)
from Biblical Songs, Op. 99

Antonin Dvorak

The people stand.
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. Blessed are you,
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of
all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
SURSUM CORDA
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SURSUM CORDA
P

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal
your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You
rescued Israel, your chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your
promise; and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and
deeds proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to giving
his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C
P
C
P
C

P

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await
his coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his
resurrection, that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the
praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he
comes as victorious Lord of all.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Commanded by our Lord’s teaching and
encouraged by his example, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
THE FRACTION
P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.
When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ.
C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread,
as once you revealed yourself to your disciples.
P The gifts of God for the people of God.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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The people sit.
AGNUS DEI

THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL
To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor and
communion assistants will wear masks when distributing Communion. The pastor will place a wafer
into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The Cup will be
administered in an individual glass, filled from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the
tables at the head of the center aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the
side aisles. If you need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know. If
you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be
assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you
may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion (or a blessing), you may return to your
seat by the side aisles.
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION
HYMN

Take My Life, That I May Be
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION
HYMN

Come, Risen Lord
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When all have communed, the people stand.
THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
THE BLESSING

The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent forth to serve.
THE HYMN TO CLOSE

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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THE DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
THE POSTLUDE

Hymnum Canamus Gloriae
(Sing We Triumphant Hymns of Praise)

Gerald Near

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.
Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
OUR SENIOR PASTOR, The Rev. Brian Evans is on sabbatical until Sunday, August 14.
In addition to the ministry and leadership of our Associate Pastor, The Rev. Jennifer Peters
McCurry, and our Pastoral Intern, Vicar Alexis Mattson, we also welcome our Guest Pastor
for the summer, The Rev. Dr. Blair Morgan, who will be leading us in worship, preaching,
and leading adult education classes on some Sundays. We hope this will be a time of
renewal for our Senior Pastor and for our whole congregation.
GODSPEED AND FAREWELL TO VICAR ALEXIS: Join us on Sunday, August 14
as we wish Vr. Alexis farewell and offer her our thanks and blessings on her last Sunday at
First Church, as she prepares to return to her last year of seminary classes. We will gather
to celebrate Alexis between the services at 9:45-10:45 AM on the courtyard and in the
Parish House. In the case of inclement weather, we will gather in Holy Cross Hall.
ACOLYTE TRAINING ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 7: There will be a training/refresher
session for those interested in becoming acolytes and those acolytes who need a refresher
or would like to try a new position. Any child that is in second or third grade can be a
bookbearer. Those in grade 4 can serve as acolytes. Please join us in the Nave at 9:45 AM
on Sunday, August 7 or contact June Navid, jnavid@comcast.net with any questions.
THE ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY in Columbus, Ohio is August 8-12. Our
synod's voting members include First’s Kyle Neumann, Damisha McFarland Pollock and
Pastor McCurry. Please pray for them and the church, as it prepares to gather in assembly.
SUMMER ADULT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: On Sunday mornings, adults are
invited to gather between liturgies (9:45-10:45 AM) with Pastor Morgan, Pastor McCurry,
and Vicar Mattson to reflect on what it means to daily follow Jesus, based on a book written
by Pastor Morgan entitled, "A New Disciple and Simon Peter." Each week will include the
book's presentation of a conversation between a new follower of Jesus and Simon Peter in
the later years of Peter's life while he was in a Roman prison and the faith questions that
arise for us. Join us when you are able! This class ends August 7.
,

SUMMER YOUTH GROUP: The next youth group is August 7 from 6:30-8:30 PM!
We will meet in the church courtyard for a bonfire and games. Dinner will be served. All
youth entering grades 7-12 and recent high school graduates are welcome! RSVPs to Vicar
Alexis (amm@flcpittsburgh.org) by August 4 are helpful but not required.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY PLANNING: During the academic year, First has a group of
undergraduate and graduate students who gather once a month on a Sunday for lunch after
the 11:00 am liturgy. Pastor McCurry is looking for individuals or households who can help
prepare a meal (with the cost reimbursed) for approximately ten people twice in the next
academic year: once in the fall semester and one in the winter/spring semester. Please
contact Christine Hoffman to request more information or to offer your time:
cgh@flcpittsburgh.org or 412-471-8125.
NORTHSIDE COMMON MINISTRY/PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER:
First Lutheran has had the honor and pleasure of serving our brothers in Christ at the
Northside Common Ministry/Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter for the past 6 years. The shelter
accommodates the needs of 25-30 men and male-identifying individuals who are homeless,
every night of the year. The shelters provides residents with a safe, secure sleeping quarter,
hot showers and warms meals. The staff of the shelter help assist the residents as they work
toward stability and independence providing various services and support. Every other
month members of First provide a hot dinner meal for the men. This is a wonderful
opportunity to show our support for the mission of the shelter as well as connect with the
men. There are several ways you can get involved in this wonderful opportunity: provide
part of the meal, serve the meal or both. Please know you do not have to commit to helping
on a regular basis. Menus will be decided for 6 months at a time which means 3 dinner
meals. Another way you can support the shelter is by providing snacks for the men to take
in their lunches each day as they go to work. If you have questions or would like to get
involved you can contact Barb and Steve Neumann at hotdog510@aol.com or 505-7106202, or Kyle Neumann at trumpetoo7@yahoo.com. Please consider supporting these men
as they begin a new chapter in their lives.
MEAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES - AUGUST First seeks volunteers to either
help prepare meals here in our church kitchen or to deliver them to Bethlehem Haven
(benefiting homeless women, based in Lower Hill) and/or Community 341 (a joint Lutheran
Presbyterian ministry in Brookline, providing fellowship, worship, and a free meal). Our next
dates for meal preparation are all Wednesdays in August. On these dates, mealpreparing volunteers will meet in our FLC kitchen from 8:00 AM- 1:00 PM to assist
Susan Bruder in the preparation of 60-100 meals, If you would like to help, please go to
https://tinyurl.com/ meals4bethlehem and click "Open with google docs" to sign up for a role
on a particular date.
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SERVING TODAY
Presiding Minister

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

Pr. McCurry

Fr. Hall

Preacher

Vr. Mattson

Assisting Minister

Fr. Hall

Communion Assistants

Daniel Weimer
Vr. Mattson

Crucifer

Will Hansmann

Acolyte

Sadie Navid

Lectors

Beth Braughler

Cantor

Ben Pasternak (C/A)
Sherry Wilson

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO

Tenor Soloist

Mr. André Bierman

Head Usher
Ushers
Altar Guild

Barb & Kyle Neumann

Kurt Herbst
Wes Nelson

Dee Ferina
Nora Nealon

Janet Balas
Cindy DeMartino

TODAY AT FIRST CHURCH
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed)

NAVE

9:45 AM Summer Adult Education

HOLY CROSS HALL

11:00 AM Holy Communion

NAVE

26

CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 1
12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting

HOLY CROSS HALL

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3
8:00 AM Social Ministry Meal Prep

KITCHEN

12:10 PM Noonday Holy Communion

NAVE

1:00 PM Staff Meeting

MEZZANINE

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
7:00 PM FLC Campus Ministry Planning

ZOOM

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 7
8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed)
9:45 AM Summer Adult Education

NAVE
HOLY CROSS HALL

9:45 AM Acolyte Training/Refresher

NAVE

11:00 AM Holy Communion

NAVE

6:30 PM Youth Group

CHURCH
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