CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT POINT PARK
Since February 2019 First Lutheran
has shared a few hours of my weekly
ministry time with Point Park
University, which invited me to
serve as their first interfaith
Community Coordinator of
Spiritual Life. It has taken a couple
of years for us to figure out what an interfaith campus
ministry can begin to look like in its secular, private
university setting.
This fall, with a colleague from Point Park’s Office of
Equity and Inclusion and the Center for Media Innovation, we received a grant from the Inter Faith Youth
Core, an organization that offers strategies, resources,
and support for interfaith campus ministry. We
proposed a multi-layered program that would engage
our campus diversity in faith, race, and culture,
celebrating groups that often feel marginalized or
unseen, acknowledging the pain of discrimination, and
considering how we can all live into a vision of
community together.
On Wednesday, February 9, students from the Student
Government Association and Campus Activities Board
coordinated a Multicultural Fair, featuring both student
organizations and Pittsburgh community non-profits
that represent a variety of different racial, cultural, and
religious groups often not represented in our dominant
culture.
Continued on p. 4.

TAKE ON LENT
Who was the guilty?
Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee!
'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;
I crucified thee.
LBW 123

In the season of Holy Lent, we
often feel inclined to give up
something we are fond of. The
discipline of these acts of self denial is especially
appropriate in this penitential period of the liturgical
year. I, like so many artistic types, prefer to go against
the grain: I take on a lengthy and/or daunting project
during Lent.
One such project that I undertook some years ago was
completing a painting of the Crucifixion. Each evening
from Ash Wednesday through Maundy Thursday, I
added a little bit more to the likeness of Christ. While
applying each coat of gesso (primer) to the wooden
panel, sketching out the image, and then filling in each
layer of brushstrokes; I meditated upon the sacrifice
our Lord has made—
Continued on p. 8.
Your gifts of time and treasure provide vital support
to our ministry in the heart of the city.
Offerings may still be mailed to the church, or you may click
below to submit your contribution securely online.
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TAKE NOTE!
“O Lord, throughout these forty days
you prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
and free us from our past.
Be with us through this season, Lord,
and all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
we join in heaven’s praise.”
LBW NO. 99

Our liturgy and its music reflect the change of seasons.
From Epiphany music of joy and brightness, hymns and
canticles will focus on Christ’s sacrifice for us in the
next forty days. We sing the Great Litany in procession
on the first Sunday of Lent. The Lutheran Book of
Worship’s Setting Three carries us through the solemn
season. Vocal and instrumental music utilize solid
Lenten hymns of the church’s history as their
foundation. Let us immerse ourselves in Lenten
worship and contemplation this holy season, looking
forward to the joyous Resurrection celebration soon
to come.
We are thankful that more of our musical ensembles
are meeting to participate in worship. The Gloria Dei
Ringers reconvened in November, and played in
December and in Epiphany. Bel Canto is rehearsing as
well, and will sing again soon. The Schola Cantorum
sings each Sunday and hopes to include more voices in
the near future. May God bless our efforts to offer him
praise in his holy house.

PLEASANT VALLEY
MEAL MINISTRY
Submitted by Richard King
Our relationship with the men at Pleasant Valley Men’s
Shelter has always been a rewarding experience growing
a stronger bond with each passing year. For our
remaining 2022 meals, the Social Ministry Committee
would like for you consider volunteering as a Meal
Manager to prepare a menu and coordinate prepared
meal gifts from others to deliver a complete meal of
entrée, vegetable, starch, dessert, and drinks. Going
forward, the meal dates are March 1, May 1, July
5, September 6, and November 1. The 35 men and
staff are always very grateful. In the past we have served
meals ‘banquet style’ starting around 7:30 PM. Due to
COVID, meals have been dropped off at their
recently renovated facility in an old church on Brighton
Road, Northside. Our goal is to share the experience
with other church members and give these men a
chance to see new faces and taste what you can bring
together. Interested individuals may contact Pastor
Jennifer or call Richard King at 412-635-9744 to further
discuss details.

Soli Deo gloria!

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO
Cantor

It’s time to order Easter flowers!
Use the form on the final page of this
newsletter to place your order by
Friday, April 8.
Forms and checks may be mailed to the
church or dropped off at the reception desk
on Sundays.

The Gloria Dei Ringers, pictured during the Christmas season, 2021.

Please be aware that the price for flowers has
increased by 50 cents per plant this year due to
supply chain issues beyond our florist’s control.
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CHRISTIAN ED.
CORNER
ICE FEST A SUCCESS!
We held this year’s annual Ice Fest
on Saturday, February 5. The theme
was Reformation, and it was a day
full of fun and learning for children,
youth, and adults! Special thanks to
all of our dedicated volunteers who help make this
much-anticipated event possible!
SAVE THE DATE:
Palm Sunday Intergenerational Event
Join us April 10th during the Sunday Church
School hour as we celebrate Palm Sunday with a fun
activity for all ages. Everyone is welcome!

Vivian Evans assists counselor Kim Wilson at the Salivation Station.

SAVE THE DATE: Camp Downtown 2022
Camp Downtown will be held June 20-24, 2022.
Camp Downtown is a unique Vacation Bible School
experience developed for the churches of the
Downtown Ministerium. Each day, children will explore
biblical stories through music, crafts, and other
activities. This program is for children in grades K-6
and youth in grades 7–12 serve as camp counselors.
Watch for this year’s Camp Downtown theme and
registration information in the coming months!
Continued on p. 4.
L-R: Matthew Hobbs, Simon Thomas, Edmund Barlow,
Pippa Barlow, Zoe McCurry, & Abby Wilson stop for a
breather at the PPG Place skating rink.

The assembled campers singing heartily at the Celebration Station.

Youth Counselor Gregory Schiavone assists camper Maryam Hall
with her craft project at the Creation Station.
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UPCOMING ADULT CLASSES:
Lenten Gospels Class
Join Pastor McCurry for a three-session adult Bible
study series— Lenten Gospels: Jesus's
Welcome, Ministry, and Evangelism. We will
reflect on that Sunday's gospel lesson and how Jesus'
ways of welcome, ministry, and evangelism shape
our own relationships with one another, visitors,
and guests at First.
Being Mortal: A Christian Perspective
As we begin the season of Lent, we are reminded
that we are dust and to dust we shall return, and
yet, with the progress of modern medicine, the
certainty of death seems to be part of a remote
future. Advances in public health measures, better
nutrition, technology and education have allowed us
to live longer. In his best-selling book Being Mortal:
Medicine and What Matters in the End, Dr. Atul
Gawande addresses the blessings and the challenges
of living longer. On March 6 and 13, with Dr.
Gawande’s book as a guide, Anne Harmon will lead
a discussion as to how Christians should view and
prepare for their own mortality.
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There were approximately 30 people involved in fair
leadership or coordination and we welcomed over 200
students in conversations and experiences at our tables!
Our fair featured Ms. Ebtehal Badawi, a local Muslim
artist who facilitated a community painting. Entitled
“Point Park Builds Bridges,” it depicts one of
Pittsburgh’s iconic yellow bridges, along with a variety of
symbols, depicting different faith traditions or
worldviews and a series of hands in different shades of
skin color. Everyone who attended the fair or entered
the space was invited to participate in painting, and now
we have the delightful opportunity of choosing where
on campus we will hang it.
For one hour, a more focused audience welcomed a
series of speakers about the trauma that we bear amid
multicultural diversity. Three guest speakers spoke
about how they have experienced discrimination or
bigotry at the intersection of race and faith: Sr.
Christine Mohamed (of the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations) told a personal story of Islamophobia;
Ms. Maggie Feinstein (of the 10.27 Healing Partnership)
narrated our Pittsburgh community story of AntiSemitism surrounding the shooting at the Tree of Life
synagogue; and Ms. Samantha Black (who serves on the
Mayor’s Startup and Entrepreneur Advisory Council)
spoke of her daily experiences of anti-Blackness, in a
variety of different systems and
institutions.

GLOBAL LINKS VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
On March 19 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, a group
from First Church will volunteer at Global Links near
the Greentree exit on I-376. Global Links prepares and
ships surplus medical supplies to resource-poor areas in
the Western Hemisphere. Volunteers sort and pack
materials for shipping. No special skills required.
Proof of COVID-19 vaccination and masks are
required to participate. You can get the registration
link by contacting the church office. Contact Sherry
Wilson at swilson854@gmail.com for full details.
L-R: Samantha Black, Maggie Feinstein, Christine Mohomad.
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SAVE THE DATE:
May Congregational Meeting
The Annual Organizational Congregation Meeting
will be held on Sunday, May 15, 2022 in
Holy Cross Hall. The Bulletin of Reports will be
presented to the congregation.
Salsa dancing, led by Pamela Haro and Michael Thornhill.

Mr. Michael Thornhill and two peer educators from
Point Park’s Office of Equity and Inclusion offered a
brief bystander training, highlighting strategies about
how to support our friends and neighbors when such an
experience of hatred occurs. We ended with inspiring
words from Rabbi Ron Symons (of the Center for
Loving Kindness at the Jewish Community Center),
Imam Chris Caras (of the Islamic Center of Pittsburgh),
and me, inviting connections with our faith traditions
and communities as guides and supports as we and our
neighbors face such on-going trauma and societal
challenges. We ended with more community painting
and a joyful lesson in salsa dancing!

Throughout the evening, I had conversations with
students about their faith and how they have experienced other faith traditions or developed relationships
with others from very different worldviews. I talked
with a student who glowed as she told me about her
experience growing up in an ELCA congregation and
how she is ready to look for a church home now. I
caught up with both students and staff who have
previously shared their struggles and hopes with me.
While there are other ongoing developments in our
collaborative ministry at Point Park, this was a delightful
highlight of the kind of community building work in
which First is participating and helping to lead. Your
continued prayers are welcome as the semester
continues!

All voting members are
encouraged to attend.

MILITARY CARE PACKAGE
DONATIONS
Our campus ministry group is looking to assemble care
packages for military service members connected to
our congregation. We would greatly appreciate the
following items: foot powder, hiking socks, drink mix
powder, hard candies, beef jerky, trail mix & other
snacks, books & magazines, notebooks & pens, and AA
or AAA batteries. The deadline for donations is March
6. You can order items through the Military list on
Amazon using this link:
https://tinyurl.com/MilitaryCAREPKG Please
contact Ben Sommer at brs249@pitt.edu if you have
any questions.

With you in Christ,

Point Park students participate in community painting with
local Muslim artist Ebtehal Badawi (second from left).
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DESIGNATED OFFERINGS: 2022
Submitted by Deb Lange
Since 2009, First Lutheran Church has been supporting
local, national and international organizations through
our program of 'Designated Offerings.' Each year, the
Social Ministry Committee thoughtfully considers a
number of organizations and then recommends them to
the Council. On an annual basis, our congregation has
been very generous in granting 9 gifts totaling about
$15,000. Please consider supporting organizations with
a mission that resonates with your personal thoughts of
how to support our neighbors.
The following organizations have been approved by the
Council for 2022.
LENT: Bridge to the Mountains
Bridge to the Mountains is a full-time dedicated street
outreach organization that assists individuals living on
the streets of Allegheny County in accessing and navigating available resources. Your donation helps fund
ongoing outreach as well as summer outdoors retreats
for these individuals and the people who work with
them.

EASTER: Abiding Missions
Abiding Missions is a mission outreach of the ELCA
engaged in serving, advocating for, and accompanying
our neighbors experiencing chronic trauma and poverty.
Your donation enables this important work to continue.
PENTECOST: Lutheran University Center
The Lutheran University Center is a campus ministry
that offers opportunities for fellowship, learning,
service, and worship stemming from a distinctive
Lutheran identity. Your donation enables its ongoing
ministry to our university communities.
REFORMATION: Sister Synod in Madagascar
For years, our Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod has
supported the Tulear Synod in Madagascar. This
support comes in the form of parishioner trips to
engage and encourage our siblings in Christ in that part
of the world and/or financial gifts. Your contribution will
help resource their church to thrive and empower their
ministry in impoverished communities.
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THANKSGIVING: Stay at Home Mission Work
Camp Stay at Home Mission Work Camp is a summer
work camp for youth from the Pittsburgh area based at
Christ Lutheran in Millvale. Your donation helps fund
this camp, where youth (supervised by adults) make
home repairs for low-income residents.
ADVENT: Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services
works in partnership with community-based legal and
social service providers nationwide to support and
advocate for migrants and refugees. Your donation
helps fund refugee resettlement, foster care services,
family reunification services, migrant and refugee
leadership development programs, and services to
recently arrived migrants.
CHRISTMAS Catapult Pittsburgh
Catapult Greater Pittsburgh works to ensure systematically disenfranchised communities can meaningfully
achieve economic justice and lead dignified and
equitable lives. Donations help families improve their
economic and social well-being and move our
community toward economic justice.
BIRTHDAY: ELCA World Hunger
ELCA World Hunger works with and through ELCA
congregations to address hunger domestically and
around the world. Your donation helps fund health
clinics, microloans, water wells, community meals, and
other important work of this ministry.

LOVE: Global Links
Each year Global Links recovers an average of 300 tons
of still-valuable surplus medical materials from our
region's healthcare systems. Volunteers, including
members of First Lutheran, ensure that materials are
prepared for shipping to resource-poor communities in
the Western Hemisphere, including the Pittsburgh area.
Some ‘Designated Offerings ‘are tied to the Church
calendar and others are not (Birthday and Love).
Regardless, gift giving is not tied to the calendar and
gifts can be designated throughout the year. If you
have any questions about our ‘Designated
Offerings’ program or the approved
organizations, please reach out to Deb Lange
at dlange312@gmail.com.
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2021 FINANCIAL REPORT
For the full year of 2021, our
congregation’s preliminary general fund
statement reflects your faithful support
of our ministries. You remained
committed to First Lutheran Church
during an unprecedented period in
which in-person participation in worship
and fulfillment of our ministries was met
with many challenging obstacles. With
the grace of God, we pushed forward
to fulfill our mission to be the Church
on Grant Street.
In 2021, both revenues and expenses
were below budget, reflecting lower
than planned worship and ministry costs
due to the adjustments we had to make
in our in-person worship and ministries.
Envelope giving, the largest component
of Offerings and other gifts, was very
strong at $578,837, slightly below the
$600,000 budgeted figure. Distributions and interest include transfers from funds which are restricted by purpose as
designated by the donor. Due in part to the reduced level of in-person activities during the year, which include youth
and music ministry, we transferred $39,537 less from the various designated funds to the general fund.
For the reasons cited above, expenses of $725,226 were, $59,960 below budget. The resulting ($18,802) deficit for
the year is comfortably supported by adequate reserves. You may recall that our reserves were replenished in 2020
by an exceptional general fund surplus made possible by your outstanding support during the first year of the
pandemic. Please note that the Benevolence line item in the general fund of $63,900 largely reflects our support of
the Synod and the ELCA. Many of you also provided designated gifts to support ministries outside of our
congregation. Those gifts, which do not flow through the general fund totaled $28,354, so total Benevolence by
FLC was $92,254 for the year!
Reverence My Sanctuary pledges to the final phase of the campaign were $120,825. We will need an additional
$1,025,000 in pledges and gifts in order to cover the $2,450,000 in total project costs. Thanks to your gifts over the
past several years and our Passavant Fund reserves, we have the funds to pay the estimated remaining constructions
costs. It is imperative, however, that we replenish the Passavant Fund reserves to support annual operations and to
provide a sound financial footing for the future of First Lutheran Church. Your support of the final phase of the
Reverence My Sanctuary campaign is most appreciated.
We remain grateful for your abundant and unfailing support of First Church and its ministries and ask that you
continue giving as you are able. Please direct any questions, comments, or concerns you may have to our Chair of
Finance, Jim Nealon, or Treasurer, Alex Gionta.
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melted away as I raised the hammer again… BANG!
(Crucify him! Crucify this Jesus!)

Enrich your Lenten pilgrimage
with Midweek Vespers.

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
MARCH 9, 16, 23, 30, & APRIL 6

Liturgy begins at 7:00 PM
Note: Vespers will be livestreamed for those
who prefer to continue worshiping remotely.

Continued from the cover:

– going to the executioner in our stead, that we may be
released from the bonds of sin and death.
On the evening of Good Friday, I completed the painting
in a rather unusual way. I wanted the work to be tactile.
I wanted viewers of the piece to be able to run their
hands along its surface, touching the cold, steel nails and
feeling the ragged spear wound in our Lord’s side. I
pulled out my household tool kit, and removed three
appropriately sized nails from their case. I centered the
first nail over Jesus’ wrist. I took up my hammer, raised
it aloft, and brought it down smartly… BANG!

(Crucify him!)
I was instantly struck with a wave of revulsion as the
first nail sank deep into the wood. I pressed on, raising
the hammer again… BANG!
(Crucify this Jesus!)
As I concentrated on the face of Christ staring back at
me from the painting, the studio around me

I set aside my hammer, the tears welling up in my eyes
as I reached for the carving knife. I placed the point
against the painted, subtle shadow that revealed the
base of our Lord’s ribcage. With a faltering breath, I
drove the knife into the panel.
(CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!)
Finally, I reached for a fine brush and a tube of crimson
red paint. With each brushstroke, a new rivulet of his
blood - his sacred and precious Blood - streamed down
his bare flesh, as the tears streamed down my face. As I
worked, my studio came back into focus around me. I
began to marvel at what had just happened. Had I had a
vision, or was it a simple matter of an artistic
imagination run wild? Even now, a dozen years later, I
still don’t have a good answer for these questions. I can
say only this: the creation of this piece (now in the
hands of a private collector) had a profound effect upon
me. It was the Lent that I crucified him.
This Lent, consider taking something on. Enrich your
Lenten pilgrimage by joining us at First Church for midweek Lenten Vespers on Wednesday evenings at
7:00 PM. If mornings are more your cup of tea, each
weekday morning at 9:00AM, Monday—Friday, the
staff of First Church gather in the nave to pray the
office Matins. All are welcome to attend.

Pax Domine,

Nicholas Scott Sharer

Communications Coordinator
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ASH WEDNESDAY
MARCH 2, 2022
Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of our Lenten
pilgrimage toward the cross and
resurrection of our Lord. This
year, we will hold celebrations of
Holy Communion with Imposition of
Ashes at 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM, and Imposition of
Ashes 8:30 AM & 4:30 PM.

NOW AVAILABLE:
ALTAR FLOWERS AND LAMPS ONLINE!
2022 Altar Flower and Sanctuary/Votive lamp
schedules are available for those who wish to make
a donation. Floral arrangements and candles can be
donated in honor of a living person or in memory of
someone who has died, in celebration of an
anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving
for friends or family. Your name(s) and dedication
are acknowledged in the bulletin.

Each weekday morning, the staff of First Church
gathers in the nave to pray the office of Matins.

WEEKDAY MORNINGS
Monday - Friday

9:00 AM
All are welcome to attend!

The cost for flowers is $25 per arrangement. The
cost for the 14-day candles used in the sanctuary
and votive lamps is $7.50.
Please sign-up in the notebooks on the
reception desk in the Parish House
or use the links below to sign-up online:
tinyurl.com/FLCaltarflowers
https://tinyurl.com/FLCvotivelamp
https://tinyurl.com/FLCsanctuarylamp
Please contact Christine Hoffman at 412-471-8125
or cgh@flcpittsburgh.org with any questions.

VISITOR ORIENTATION
An information and orientation meeting will be held on
Sunday, March 6 at 10:00 AM in the Krauth room
(downstairs.) This informal session is for visitors and
prospective members. An opportunity will be provided
to talk with lay leaders of our parish and to ask
questions about the ministry of this historic church in
downtown Pittsburgh.

