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Reverence My Sanctuary
The Capital Campaign for

First English Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Congegation Council of First English Evangelical Lutheran Church 
has approved the establishment of a $1.5 million capital campaign 

to achieve the following goals:

Restoration of Exterior Sandstone

Restoration & Repair of Stained Glass Windows 
Repair or Replacement of Exterior Louvers & Doors

Replacement of Concrete Sidewalks, Steps, Courtyard & Stone Planter

Organ Platform Structural Restoration & Choir Loft Renovation

Replacement of Nave Flooring 
(includes recessing radiators into the floor.)

Parish House & Mezzanine Improvements 
(includes improvements to heating and air conditioning systems, 

creating climate-controlled storage and workspace for the archives, and 
reconfiguring main Mezzanine space for expanded use.)

Contingency Fund

Bridging Community: Glade Run Foundation Appeal
(benevolence)

Capital Campaign Committee
Ted Schroeder, Chair

Darryn Cleary  l The Rev. Brian A. Evans, ex-officio  l Gerri Giles  l Janet King  l Amy Mehta 
Mary Ellen Miller  l Ariana Patton  l Chuck Torie  l Marjorie Weiner

Reverence My Sanctuary
The Capital Campaign for First English Evangelical Lutheran Church

Inscribed above the South Narthex entrance,

Reverence My Sanctuary echoes the following phrase from an 1884

resolution giving authority to the congregation to purchase property and

build a new church on Grant Street:

“It is needed above all as a testimonial of

our reverence for God and His worship.”

These words serve to remind us of our history and responsibility, and invite

passersby to join the company of those who revere the place where God has

chosen to meet his people.

As with all things in the Church, this project is an act of faith,

and it is faith that drives our actions.



Reverence My Sanctuary    
The Capital Campaign for First English Evangelical Lutheran Church in Downtown Pittsburgh

Deteriorating Sandstone
“You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence
my sanctuary,” is the Lord’s command in 
Leviticus 19:30. Few now realize it, but 
Reverence My Sanctuary is the inscription 
above the South Narthex entrance. Due to 
significant deterioration of the sandstone 
— most of it original to the church’s 
construction in 1887 — the Lord’s command 
is now barely visible.  
 Pieces of sandstone have fallen from the façade to the Grant Street sidewalk, creating a safety issue on one of 
Pittsburgh’s busiest corridors. While the sandstone is structurally sound, the damaged areas continue to deteriorate, which could 
lead to moisture infiltration into the church proper or settlement. 

Sidewalk, Steps & Courtyard
In the early 1980s, the church was 
required to resurface its sidewalks as part 
of the city’s major renovation of Grant 
Street. Seeing an opportunity to create a 
distinctive, more welcoming entrance to 
the church, the congregation approved 
the design and installation of the steps, 
courtyard and stone planter. 
 Over the years, problems with 
heaving and shifting have caused trip-
ping hazards on the sidewalk, steps and 
courtyard. In addition, the stone planter is 
cracked and shifting. These problems have 
created issues of both safety and aesthetics 
that must be addressed.

Organ Platform & Choir Loft 
In late 2015, it was discovered that the platform holding our 1992 
Casavant Fréres pipe organ is sinking — as is the front of the organ 
chamber. To address this serious issue, the marble steps in front of 
the chamber and the choir loft must be disassembled and rebuilt.
 Extending the choir loft to the wall of the Lamb of God 
Oratory will provide sufficient space for choral ensembles and bell 
choirs to lead worship together. Other nave projects include installing 
more adequate lighting and controls, especially over the choir loft, as 
well as repairing and repainting the peeling sections of the chancel.
Nave Flooring
Installed before 2000, the carpeting in the nave has begun to show its 
age. In many areas, it is split and buckling, creating another safety 
issue. After considerable discussion, it was recommended that the 
carpeting be replaced with a hard surface authentic to the late 
19th century. It is an accoustically, liturgically and architecturally  
appropriate solution for the space. At the time the nave carpeting is 
replaced, the radiators will be recessed into the floor.Parish House & Mezzanine

A portion of the campaign funds will be 
designated to improve the heating and
air conditioning systems in both the Parish
House and Mezzanine, which are not now
properly heated in winter or cooled during
the summer.
 Additional work in the 
Mezzanine will allow for creation of a 
climate-controlled storage and work 
space for our extensive and expanding 
archives, and the main space will be 
converted into a flexible and comfortable 
lounge area for our new campus ministry 
outreach, walk-in ministry clients, commit-
tee meetings and parish gatherings.  

Bridging Community:
Glade Run Foundation Appeal
For more than 160 years, Glade Run 
Lutheran Services has provided exceptional
program offerings for children, adults and
families with emotional, behavioral and
developmental disabilities.
 The Bridging Community cam-
paign includes a complete transformation 
of the Zelienople campus, removing and 
renovating outdated buildings, relocating the 
entrance and reconstructing roadways for 
safety. Glade Run, the oldest Lutheran social 
service agency in the country, was founded 
by the Rev. William A. Passavant, a former 
pastor of this parish.

 Most of our beautiful windows will  
undergo minor repairs to extend their lives. The  
Good Shepherd window and its side windows by  
Tiffany Studios — dedicated in 1898 — are priceless 
works of art appraised at more than $1.6 million. 
A complete restoration of these magnificent 
windows will ensure their integrity for at least 
another century. Several broken or worn louvers and 
doors and other openings high on the building that 
were identified during the inspection will also be
repaired or replaced.

Stained Glass Windows, Exterior  
Doors & Louvers
Our stained glass windows, including the Good
Shepherd Tiffany window in the nave, are in serious 
need of repair or restoration. A close examination 
of all the stained glass showed that many window 
frames are significantly deteriorated, and the lead 
holding the glass together is corroded and warped.
  

      “The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than   

        the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place, 

         I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.” - Haggai 2:9


