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FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
. 
ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  

 

PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Free parking is also available in the US Steel Tower garage across 

the street. See an usher or the attendant at the reception desk for validation. Street 
parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, except in areas with no 

parking signage.  

 

YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters 

in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after 

worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers 

who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the 

altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. 

Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may be  

received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled 

from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center 

aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you 

need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 

you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose  

not to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving  

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  

 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS   

FLOWERS   
Flowers do not adorn the altar  

during the penitential season of Lent. 

 SANCTUARY  VOTIVE 

LAMPS 
March 13 - 26 

is given to the glory of God. 

is given in memory of  

F. Ellen Croasmun-Russell, 

grandmother of  

Nicholas Scott Sharer. 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
LÆTARE 

 

March 19, 2023 — 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices. 

The people prepare to worship by silently praying the following prayer: 
 

 O Lord, forgive the sins of your servants. Help us banish from our minds  

all disunion and strife, cleansing our spirits from all anger and malice.  

Let us join in the Holy Mysteries with unity and harmony of mind  

and at peace with one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

    Read Psalm 51, page 239 

THE PRELUDE Jesu, meinde Freude, BWV 610 

(Jesus, Priceless Treasure)   

 Da Jesus an dem Kreuze stünd, BWV 621 

(As Jesus hung on the cross) Johann Sebastian Bach 

11:00 AM 

THE ORISON 

 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Cantata 147) Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

The people stand. 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

 P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen 

  

 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from  whom no 

  secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C Amen 

 

 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

  we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

  us from all unrighteousness. 
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The people kneel. A brief time for reflection is provided. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

C    we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

 have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

 with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

 renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

 your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

P Loving Father, we rejoice that you pardon and forgive all those  

 who truly repent and sincerely believe your holy gospel: grant us  

 true repentance and your holy Spirit; so that we may live godly,  

 righteous and holy lives and that we may come at the last to  
 your eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

The people stand as the bells peal, and may turn in place to follow and bow as the cross passes. 

 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673 

Printed on the following page. 
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673 
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KYRIE Your Heart, O God, is Grieved LBW 96 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

   

  

 P Let us pray. 

  God of all mercy, by your power to heal and forgive, graciously cleanse us  

  from all sin and make us strong; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen (Sung on one tone) 

 

 

The people are seated. 



9 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 L A reading from First Samuel. 

 

1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 

to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 

sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 

the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 

the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what 

the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 

sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his  

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 

the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass  

before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 

here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 

sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 

until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 

beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is 

the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of 

his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.   

  

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God 
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 23 Dominus regit me  LBW Tone 9 

Sung antiphonally, Men / Women 

1 The LORD | is my shepherd;*  

  I shall not | be in want.  
2 He makes me lie down | in green pastures*  

  and leads me be- | side still waters.  
3 He re- | vives my soul*  

  and guides me along right  

  pathways | for his name's sake.  
4 Though I walk through the valley of the  

  shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;*  

  for you are with me; your rod and  

  your staff, they | comfort me.  
5 You spread a table before me in the  

  presence of those who | trouble me;*  

  you have anointed my head with oil,  

  and my cup is | running over.  
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall  

  follow me all the days | of my life,*  

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
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THE SECOND LESSON—Ephesians 5:8-14 

 L A reading from Ephesians 
 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 

light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try 

to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, 

  and Christ will shine on you.” 

    

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God 

 

The people stand. 

 

 

THE VERSE setting by C. Pock 

Sung by the Soloist / Choir 

Jesus says, I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint John 9:1-41 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the ninth chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus  

answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 

God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who 

sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in 

the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 

eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then 
he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who 

had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit 

and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is  

someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made 

mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 

and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I 

do not know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 

“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees 

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others 

said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were  

divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him?  

It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, 

“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 

that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the  

synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
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Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 

THE SERMON The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 

him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I 

do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 

now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his  

disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are  

disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an  

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 

who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely 

in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 

that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 

him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 

see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees 

near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said 

to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 

see,’ your sin remains.”  

 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people are seated. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY Dearest Jesus, at Your Word LBW 248 

St. 1—All    2—Men    3—Women    4—All 

The 8:30 AM liturgy continues with the Creed at right: 

 

The 11:00 AM liturgy continues with the Affirmation of Baptistim 

and the Reception of New Members on p. 16. 
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8:30 AM 

THE NICENE CREED 

 C We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

 

The 8:30 AM liturgy continues with the prayers on p. 18. 
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11:00 AM 

THE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM & RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  

The sponsors present the candidates to the minister. 

 

 A The following persons desire to make public affirmation of their  

  baptisms and be received as members in our community of faith: 

 

Sponsors Sarah Maenner; Eric Verschuure and Frances Verschuure 

   

 P Dear friend(s), we rejoice to receive you, member(s) of the one holy  

  catholic and apostolic Church, into our fellowship in the Gospel.  

 

 

 The Renunciation of Evil 

 The minister addresses those who have been presented.  
 

 P  Brother and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ  

  received you and made you members of his Church. In the community of  

  God's people, you have learned from his Word God's loving purpose for  

  you and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and called  

  to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Now, therefore, I ask you  

  to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith  

  of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.  

 

 P Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

 R I do.  

 

 

 The Profession of Faith  

 A  Do you believe in God the Father?  

 C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

 A  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

 C  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again.  
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    He ascended into heaven,  

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

 A  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

 C  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins,  

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

 

 The Commitment   

 P  You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue  
  in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God's  

  faithful people, to hear his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the  

  good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,  

  following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace  

  in all the earth?  

 R  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  

 

 

 The Prayer of Blessing 

 P Let us pray. Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these 

  people your own. You forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness  

  of life. Continue to strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in 

  them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  

  counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit  

  of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

 C Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus  

  and for all people according to their needs. 
   

  The people kneel. 
 

A … Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

  trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

The people stand. 
 

THE EXCHANGE OF  PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

The people offer each other the sign of peace saying “Peace be with you.” 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING   

 8:30 AM      SOLO God is My Shepherd Antonín Dvořák  

 11:00 AM   CHORALE Rise, My Soul, to Watch & Pray 

(text at LBW 443) Johann Sebastian Bach 

The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER   

A Let us pray. 

  O Lord our God, we pray that this Holy Sacrament, which you have given  

  as a pledge of immortal life, may be a constant support in our journey  

  toward eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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SURSUM CORDA 

 

THE PREFACE 

P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  

You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace  

that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

   

SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In  

  great love you sent Jesus your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and  

  suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who opened his arms  

  to all upon the cross. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave  

  thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed  

   for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await  

  his coming in glory to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this communion we may know the unity  

  we share with all your people in the body of your Son and may receive our  

  inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P Join our prayers with those of your faithful servants of every time and place 

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he  

  comes as victorious Lord of all. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P    Lord,  remember us   in   your   king   -   dom,     and       teach     us   to  pray. 
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THE FRACTION 

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

C Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

  but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

 

 

 

The people are seated. 
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AGNUS DEI 
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THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL  

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a 

wafer into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may 

be received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, and return 

your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to have communion 

brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know. If you choose to receive the Sacrament under 

the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole 

Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving 

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

8:30 AM Forty Days & Forty Nights Michael Bedford 

11:00 AM Chorale ‘’When I O’er My Sins, I Ponder Johann Sebastian Bach 

   

HYMN Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain LBW 301 
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When all have communed, the people stand 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 

  God, our Father, in the Eucharist you give us the spirit of love and lead us to  

  share in your life. Strengthen us through this food from heaven that we may  

  live by the Gospel and follow your Son in the way of the cross.  

  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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THE BLESSING 

The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent forth to serve. 

  

THE HYMN TO CLOSE O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ELW 722 
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THE DISMISSAL  

 A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

THE POSTLUDE Prelude & Fugue in E-minor, BWV 533 Johann Sebastian Bach 
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TODAY AT FIRST CHURCH 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19: THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  (LÆTARE) 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM 
Holy Communion with Affirmation of Baptism  

& Reception of New Members (Livestreamed) 
NAVE 

12:15 PM College Student Luncheon / Service Project HOLY CROSS HALL 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

METAMORPHOSIS OF EVIL: Shifting Images of Satan in the Bible  

March 19 & 26  

Satan appears frequently as a character in literature and popular culture, but how 

accurately do these depictions reflect what we know about Satan in the Bible? Join 

Vicar Elizabeth in a three-week exploration of the shifting images of Satan in the 

Bible, tracing how and why the figure of Satan developed from being a member of 

God’s heavenly court to God’s enemy and what these shifts reveal about the biblical 

writers’ views of evil and human suffering.  

 

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE PROJECT This year, our Palm Sunday All Ages 

Activity will include making Easter gifts to be sent to our homebound members or 

others who are recuperating from illness. There will also be materials available to 

make one for your family as well. Join us on April 2 during the Sunday Church 

School hour (9:45 - 10:45 AM) as we honor Holy Week by expressing care for 

others. All are welcome for food, fellowship, and activities.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  Today we are blessed to welcome to our family of faith, 

new members Sarah Maenner, and Eric and Frances Verschuure.  

 

THIS MORNING’S MUSIC: The music of Johann Sebastian Bach, (March 21, 1685 - July 

28, 1750), is featured in today's liturgies. Considered the greatest of composers and 

organists, Bach devoted nearly his entire professional musical life to service in the Lutheran 

Church. He held strongly to Lutheran doctrine; his work was an expression of his inward 

Lutheran devotion. He signed musical manuscripts with the phrase: "Soli Deo Gloria" - "to 

God alone be the glory."  

 

COLLEGE STUDENT LUNCHEON College students are invited to remain after the 

11:00 AM liturgy for lunch, fellowship, and a service project. Join us at 12:15 PM in Holy 

Cross Hall! 

 

THE STAFF OF FIRST CHURCH PRAYS MORNING PRAYER weekday mornings 

at 9:30 AM during the season of Lent. All are welcome to come join them in daily Matins. 

The service takes about ten minutes.  

 

LENTEN VESPERS ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS Enrich your Lenten journey 

by joining us at First Church for midweek Lenten Vespers on Wednesday evenings at 

7:00 PM. This year’s theme is Created for Community. 

 
SOUP SUPPERS have been discontinued for the remainder of the Lent due to lack of 

participation. 

 

YOUNG ADULT SPRING BRUNCH  On Saturday, March 25, 11:00 AM - 1:00 

PM, First's young adults (ages 18-35ish) are invited to brunch at a Sarah Warner and Zach 

Weinberg's home on the Northside of Pittsburgh. Street parking is available. RSVP at the 

URL below  if you and your loved ones plan to join us. There's no need to bring food, but if 

you would like to, there is space on there to let us know what you would like to provide. 

If you would like to attend but need a ride, let Pastor Jennifer know! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/

d/1ZSVUdm_hwDU2rkKk4DSjap92bJHrVAb13wTR7QtWrtg/edit#gid=0 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZSVUdm_hwDU2rkKk4DSjap92bJHrVAb13wTR7QtWrtg/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZSVUdm_hwDU2rkKk4DSjap92bJHrVAb13wTR7QtWrtg/edit#gid=0


30 

 

IT IS TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS AND SPECIAL MUSIC GIFTS! 

Forms for ordering flowers for Easter 2023 and for Special Music are on the Ushers’ Table 

and in the Parish House. This is a wonderful opportunity to remember or honor your loved 

ones. Completed forms should be returned to Christine Hoffman in the Parish Office by 

Friday, March 31. 

 

PASCHAL CANDLE FOR YEAR 2023 If you would like to make a donation to cover 

the cost of the Paschal candle this year, please contact Christine at 412-471-8125 or 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org. Your dedication will be acknowledged in the bulletin and Easter 

Flowers/Special Music booklet. 

 

DESIGNATED OFFERINGS: THE LENT OFFERING has been designated for 

Bridge to the Mountains. Bridge to the Mountains is a full-time dedicated street 

outreach organization that assists individuals living on the streets of Allegheny County in 

accessing and navigating available resources. Your donation helps fund ongoing outreach as 
well as summer outdoors retreats for these individuals and the people who work with 

them. Please use the Lent envelope in your offering envelope box, or make your check 

payable to "First Lutheran Church" and mark it “LENT.”  

 

LOVE SHOPPING FOR BABY ITEMS? Here is your opportunity! During Lent 

(February 22-April 2) we will collect baby items for the Genesis Center of Pittsburgh. 

The Genesis Center supports women in need through their pregnancy and childbirth.  The 

following items will be collected in the Parish House: baby bottles, receiving blankets, baby/

childrens books, new sippy cups, pacifiers, Similac Advance, onsies/sleepers (sizes 0-3 & 3-6 

months). If you would like to make a monetary contribution, please consider donating as 

part of your Birthday Designated Offering. Contact Cindy DeMartino by e-mail at 

adamcr8@gmail.com for more information.  

 

CAMP DOWNTOWN: HELPING HANDS The Holy Spirit works through countless 

“Helping Hands” in our lives — and even works through each of us and our hands, as well. 

This is the theme for the Downtown Ministerium's summer VBS program for rising 

Kindergartners - 6th graders (with 7th-12th graders serving as youth counselors). It will be 

held June 19-23 from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. The cost is $50 for the first child, $40 for the 

second child, and so on. We will start and end the day at FLC with lessons and activities 

surrounding our week-long theme with an afternoon excursion in the downtown or 

surrounding areas. Online registration has already opened at:  

https://flcpittsburgh.org/education/camp-downtown/  

 

 

 

https://flcpittsburgh.org/education/camp-downtown/
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EASTER CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST: The Annual Easter Breakfast is planned for 

Easter Day, April 9, at 9:45 AM in Holy Cross Hall. Please bring coffee cake, pastries, 

savories, breads, etc. to share with others. Coffee, tea and juice will be provided. Please sign 

up in the Parish House if you can bring in breakfast items. Please provide your pastries on a 

tray, ready to serve and plan to remove your tray at the conclusion of the breakfast. Thank 

you!  

 

WILLIAM J. WOLF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND was created by a bequest 

from William J. Wolf, founder and president of General Cleaning Company. Although Mr. 

Wolf completed high school, he did not have the means to attend college, which he 

regretted. Through the establishment of this fund, he is able to give back in perpetuity to 

the Pittsburgh community that he and his wife, Elizabeth, loved, and to the Lutheran faith 

which they supported during their lifetimes. This scholarship is to assist with the college or 

graduate level education of students of Lutheran denominations who have a residence in 

Allegheny County and maintain good grades. For further information you may contact The 
Pittsburgh Foundation: pittsburghfoundation@scholarshipamerica.org. To apply for the 

Scholarship go to https://pittsburghfoundation.org/scholarship/163. Completed 

applications are due March 30.  

 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION: The Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Synod of the ELCA will celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with an 

ecumenical service of Holy Communion on Sunday, March 26th at 4:00 PM at Berkeley 

Hills Lutheran Church (517 Sangree Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237). Bishops Abraham Allende 

and Kurt Kusserow will preside, and Rev. Dr. Asa Lee (President, Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary) will preach. Following the service will be a program on equitable development 

and housing to accompany this year’s theme of “A Home for ALL in the Beloved 

Community.” You can read more about it at https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/mlk23.  

 

TIME TO RESTOCK THE WALK-IN FOOD PANTRY: We now have room to start 

receiving food/toiletry donations again. We could especially use: Hormel Compleats meals, 

snack crackers, breakfast bars, protein bars, peanut butter, pasta, Full-sized shampoo, 

toothpaste, men’s and women’s deodorant. Individual (hotel/travel sized) toiletries of all 

kinds, EXCEPT conditioner. By visiting our Amazon wish list, First Lutheran Church - Walk 

in Ministry Food Pantry you will get an idea of the items that are needed, you have a few 

options: 1. You can make a monetary donation to the church (noting that the contribution 

should be directed to the food pantry) 2. You can order directly from the FLC Amazon 

wishlist, or 3. You can place an order for similar items on the list from your own Amazon 

account (changing brand or quantity to suit your giving choices.) Our next week of service 

begins March 20. 

 

https://pittsburghfoundation.org/scholarship/163.
https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/mlk23.
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FREE SUNDAY PARKING WITH VALIDATION  

IN U.S. STEEL TOWER AVAILABLE!  
 

First Lutheran Church now has an agreement with SP+ Parking 

in the U.S. Steel Tower, 600 Grant Street—just across the 

street—to provide parking for our church members and visitors. 

For validation on Sundays, please go to the desk in the Parish 

House, where Suanne or another staff member will attach a 

sticker to your parking ticket. There will be no charge for Sunday 

parking. Validations are also available on weekdays and Saturdays 

for $2.00, to be paid at the church office. Tickets are issued upon 

entering the garage and must be brought to the church for 

validation. When exiting the garage, do not go to the pay station; 

simply insert your validated ticket at the exit gate. There are two 

entrances to the garage: one is off of the Veterans Bridge/Bigelow 

Blvd ramp just before Sixth Ave; the other is on Bigelow Square, 

just off of Sixth Ave and in front of the DoubleTree Hotel’s main 

entrance.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY FOOTWASHING: Each year we ask for volunteers to 

represent the Apostles and the congregation in this dramatic action. You are invited to 

participate in this moving tradition at the 12:00 or 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday liturgies.  

No need to sign-up, instructions will be in the bulletin.  

 

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE PROJECT This year, our Palm Sunday All Ages Activity will 

include making Easter gifts to be sent to our homebound members or others who are 

recuperating from illness. There will also be materials available to make one for your family 

as well. Join us on April 2 during the Sunday Church School hour (9:45 - 10:45 AM) 

as we honor Holy Week by expressing care for others. All are welcome for food, 

fellowship, and activities.   
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YOUTH GROUP FOOD BANK SERVICE EVENT The Youth Group will be 

volunteering for the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank for a Drive-up Distribution 

Event on Saturday, April 15, from 9:30 am-12 pm (location: Founders Hall Middle 

School, 1960 Eden Park Blvd., McKeesport). Participants must be at a minimum 12 years 

old. To sign up, each participant must fill out this Check-In Form at least 10 business days in 

advance via this link:  

https://pittsburghfoodbank.tfaforms.net/4834324?sid=a0T8W00000GU8WKUA1

(deadline April 5). We hope you will join us in this service to our community.  

 

YOUTH GROUP ESCAPE ROOM EVENT On Friday, March 24 the youth will 

gather at the Wilson home at 5:45 PM for our next youth group meeting. Please join us for 

dinner, dessert, and a FUN Escape Room activity! After dinner the youth will walk to 

Greenfield Ave to participate in the Diamond Heist Escape Room! After they have escaped, 

they will walk back to the Wilson home for dessert and pick up. Pick up will be at 8:30 PM. 

Youth should bring $20 to help cover the cost of this event. Please sign up using this link 
https://flcpittsburgh.org/2023/03/youth0324rsvp/ by March 16th as we have to 

register ahead of time and need an accurate count.  

 

MEAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES Each Wednesday morning 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM, a 

small team of volunteers prepares 60-100 meals in our church kitchen for Bethlehem Haven 

(benefiting homeless women, based in Lower Hill) and/or Community 341 (a joint Lutheran-

Presbyterian ministry in Brookline. No cooking experience is needed. If you would like to 

help, please go to https://tinyurl.com/meals4bethlehem and click "Open with google docs" 

to sign up for a role on a particular date. This ministry is made possible in part by the Ethel 

L. Verney Fund of our Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA.  

 

CAMP LUTHERLYN REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN and camperships are available 

through First Lutheran Church. We will be providing $200. towards one week of camp at 

Lutherlyn. When you register with Lutherlyn, please pay your registration minus the 200. 

and then email the confirmation letter with the outstanding amount to Suanne O'Dell 

(sso@flcpittsburgh.org) Further financial support is available if needed by contacting 

Pastor Evans. Find Lutherlyn Camp program info here:  

https://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/  

https://pittsburghfoodbank.tfaforms.net/4834324?sid=a0T8W00000GU8WKUA1
https://flcpittsburgh.org/2023/03/youth0324rsvp/
mailto:sso@flcpittsburgh.org?subject=Campership%20Inquiry
https://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

SERVING TODAY 

 8:30 AM  11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. McCurry  Pr. Evans 

Preacher Pr. Evans 

Assisting Minister Kathy Pfister  Pr. McCurry 

Communion Assistants Pr. Evans 

Richard King 

 Vr. Rheinfrank 

Sarah Maenner 

Lectors Kathy Pfister  Pr. Caroline Mendis 

    

Acolyte(s) Ethan Wilson C 
Grace Hall 

 A Nate Wilson 

  

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO  

Instrumentalist(s) Ben Sommer, organ  

Vocalist(s) Mr. André Bierman 

Cantate Children’s Choir 

 The Parish Choir 

    

Head Usher   Kurt Herbst 

Usher(s) Kurt Hansmann  Wes Nelson 

Altar Guild Geri Giles 

Amy Hansmann 

 Lorraine Beers 

Coffee Hour Host   Lorraine Beers 

    

http://Seasons.com
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EACH WEEKDAY (Monday through Friday) 

9:30 AM Lenten Matins NAVE 

MONDAY, MARCH 20       Saint Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 

  Walk-In Week Begins  

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

6:30 PM Congregation Council Meeting ZOOM / HCH 

6:30 PM Pittsburgh Philatelic Society Meeting MEZZANINE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21       Bp. Thomas Cranmer of Canterbury, Martyr 

7:30 PM Youth Ministry Committee Meeting ZOOM 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22       Jonathan Edwards, Teacher & Missionary 

8:00 AM Meal Ministry Prep KITCHEN 

12:10 PM Holy Communion for Healing NAVE 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting MEZZANINE 

7:00 PM Lenten Vespers (Livestreamed) NAVE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 23 

6:30 PM Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24       Bp. Oscar Romero of El Salvador, Martyr 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

5:45 PM Youth Group Dinner & Escape Room Event WILSON HOME 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25       The Annunciation of Our Lord 

11:00 AM Young Adult Group Brunch at Warner Home NORTH SIDE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 26: THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR ROOM 

12:15 PM Evangelism Committee Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Church of the Redeemer 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


