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FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
. 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  

 

ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  
 

PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Free parking is also available in the US Steel Tower garage across 

the street. See an usher or the attendant at the reception desk for validation. Street 

parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, except in areas with no 

parking signage.  
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THE PRELUDE Canzonetta on HORSLEY 

(There is a Green Hill Far Away) 

Eric H. Thiman 

 

ORISON  Come, Holy Comforter John W. Becker 

    Come, holy comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour. Thou who 

    almighty art, now rule in every heart, and ne’er from us depart, spirit of power. 

 

The people stand as the bells peal. 

 

LUCINARIUM 

  

CHORAL VESPERS 
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PHOS HILARON  
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THE THANKSGIVING  
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The people are seated. 

 

THE PSALMODY   

Psalm 141 Domine, clamavi  

C—All  •  I—Women  •  II—Men 
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After each psalm, silence is kept for reflection.  

The silence is broken by the appropriate psalm prayer.  

 PSALM PRAYER 

 L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord,  

  and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds  

  we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole  

  heavenly host, and may glorify you forever and ever.  
 C Amen    (Sung on one tone.) 
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  Psalm 95 Venite, exultemus setting by John W. Becker 

Sung by the Choir. 

Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before his presence with 

thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In 

his hand are the caverns | of the earth, and the heights of the hills are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his 

hands have molded the dry land. Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, and kneel before the LORD our Maker. For 

he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. Oh, that today you would hearken to his 

voice! Harden not your hearts, as your forebears did in the wilderness, at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, when 

they tempted me. They put me to the test, though they had seen my works. Forty years long I detested that generation 

and said, "This people are wayward in their hearts; they do not know my ways." So I swore in my wrath, "They shall not 

enter into my rest." 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  PSALM PRAYER 

  L Lord, you consoled your Son in his anguish and released him from the  

   darkness of the grave. Turn your face toward us, that we may sleep in your 

   peace and rise in your light; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  C Amen    (Sung on one tone.) 

  Psalm 4 Cum invocarem setting by John W. Becker 

Sung by the Choir. 

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and 

hear my prayer. "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you worship dumb idols and run after 

false gods?" Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. Tremble, 

then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in 

the LORD. Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O 

LORD. You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine and oil increase. I lie down in peace; at once 

I fall asleep; for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  PSALM PRAYER 

  L Almighty God, neither let us go astray as did those who murmured in the 

   desert, nor let us be torn apart by discord. With Jesus as our shepherd, bring 

   us to enjoy the unity for which he prays; and to you be the glory and the 

   praise now and forever.  
  C Amen    (Sung on one tone.) 



10 

 

The people stand for the Office Hymn. 

THE OFFICE HYMN Lord, Jesus, Sun of Righteousness  

 

The people are seated. 
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The people are seated. 

 

THE LESSON—John 5:25-29  

 L A reading from Saint John. 

 
25Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 

hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26For just as the 

Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself; 27and he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the 

Son of Man. 28Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who 

are in their graves will hear his voice 29and will come out — those who have done 

good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 

resurrection of condemnation. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

CHORAL RESPONSE Eternal God setting by John W. Becker 

Eternal God, who are the light of the minds that know you, the joy of the hearts that love you, and the strength of the 

wills that serve you;  grant us to know you, that we may truly love you, and so to love that we may full serve you,  whom 

to serve is perfect freedom, in Jesus Christ, our Lord"   — SAINT AUGUSTINE 
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THE GOSPEL CANTICLE Magnificat  

L In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 

 

The people stand. 
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The people kneel or sit. 
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The people kneel or sit.  

  

THE LITANY   

 L For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C  Lord, have mercy. 

 

 L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

  and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 L For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

  let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 L For our pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church,  

  and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 
 L For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

  may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
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 L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection  

  in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

  those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 

  the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 
 L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,  

  and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need,  

  let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 L For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest,  

  let us give thanks to the Lord. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

  Silence is provided for reflection. 

 

 L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Blessed Virgin Mary all the saints, let us  

  commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord. 

 C  To you, O Lord. 
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THE VERSICLES 

P O Lord, deal not with us according to our sins.  

C Neither reward us according to our wickedness. 

 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you desire not the death of sinners, but  

  rather that they should turn from their evil ways and live: Graciously turn from  

  those punishments which we by our sins have deserved, and grant us grace ever 

  more to serve you in holiness and pureness of living;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

P The Lord will give strength to his people. 

C The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

 

P O God, you commanded us to listen to your beloved Son: Nourish us inwardly  
  with your Word of life, and purify the eyes of our spirit, so that we at length  

  may  rejoice in the sight of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung on one tone.) 

 L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen  

 

 

 

 

The people stand. 
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The people are seated. 

 

CHORAL PRAYER O Lord, Support Us setting by John W. Becker 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging and a 

holy rest, and peace at the last, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen  

 

The people stand. 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 L Let us pray. 

  Eternal Lord, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the  

  life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your Word and obey 

  it, so that we become instruments of your redeeming love; through Jesus  

  Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and forever.  

 C Amen 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The people depart after the ministers. 

BENEDICAMUS 
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SERVING TONIGHT 

Presiding Minister The Rev. Brian A. Evans 
Senior Pastor, First Lutheran Church 

Thurifer / Assisting Minister The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 
Associate Pastor, First Lutheran Church 

Lector Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank 
Pastoral Intern, First Lutheran Church 

Organist Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 
Cantor, First Lutheran Church 

Vocal Ensembles The Pittsburgh Compline Choir 

Una Voce: The Seton Hill Chamber Singers 

Choral Director Dr. Mark A. Boyle 
Director of Choral Activities, Seton Hill University 

Ushers  

THE POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in E-Flat Major John W. Becker 

All are cordially invited to greet the artists  

and enjoy light refreshments at a reception following 

tonight’s liturgy. Exit the nave through the doors by  

the baptistry to join us in the Parish House. 
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John Wellman Becker 

11 March 1927 - 23 December 2021  

      The music of John W. Becker is featured 
      at Vespers this evening. John was the 
      founding director of the Pittsburgh  
      Compline Choir and Composer-in- 
      Residence at First Lutheran Church for 
      many years.  
 
      Prior to coming to Pittsburgh, John  
      served for fourteen years on the  
      national staff of the Lutheran Church in 
      America as Secretary for Church  
      Music. He served as convener and 
faculty of the Lutheran Summer Church Music Workshops and 
presented organ concerts in Germany, the US, and Canada. He was an 
active participant in the preparation, review, and introduction of the 
Lutheran Book of Worship. He served as the General Chairman of the 
National Convention for the American Guild of Organists in Buffalo in 
1970.  
 
His music is  published by GIA,  MorningStar Music and  
Augsburg-Fortress.    



20 

 

STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Church of the Redeemer 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


