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FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
. 
ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  

 

PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Free parking is also available in the US Steel Tower garage across 

the street. See an usher or the attendant at the reception desk for validation. Street 
parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, except in areas with no 

parking signage.  

 

YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters 

in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after 

worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers 

who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the 

altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. 

Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may be  

received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled 

from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center 

aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you 

need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 

you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose  

not to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving  

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  

 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS   

FLOWERS   
Flowers do not adorn the altar  

during the penitential season of Lent. 

 SANCTUARY  VOTIVE 

LAMPS 
February 13-26 

is given in memory of Beth 

Bertollini Hannington, sister of 

Beatrice Weimer, by George & 

Beatrice Weimer 

is given in memory of Bob 

Beers by the Beers family 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

March 5, 2023 — 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices. 

The people prepare to worship by silently praying the following prayer: 
 

 O Lord, forgive the sins of your servants. Help us banish from our minds  

all disunion and strife, cleansing our spirits from all anger and malice.  

Let us join in the Holy Mysteries with unity and harmony of mind  

and at peace with one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

    Read Psalm 51, page 239 

THE PRELUDE Pastorale on ROCKINGHAM Norman Gilbert 

 On My Heart Imprint Your Image  Robert A. Hobby 

 

The people stand. 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

 P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen 

  

 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from  whom no 

  secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C Amen 

 

 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

  we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

  us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 
 

 

The people kneel. A brief time for reflection is provided. 
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P Most merciful God, 

C    we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

 have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

 with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

 renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

 your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

P Loving Father, we rejoice that you pardon and forgive all those  

 who truly repent and sincerely believe your holy gospel: grant us  

 true repentance and your holy Spirit; so that we may live godly,  

 righteous and holy lives and that we may come at the last to  

 your eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

The people stand as the bells peal, and may turn in place to follow and bow as the cross passes. 

 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church ELW 321 

Printed on the following page. 
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church ELW 321 
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KYRIE 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

   

  

 P Let us pray. 

  Heavenly Father, it is your glory always to have mercy. Bring back all who  

  have erred and strayed from your ways; lead them again to embrace in faith  

  the truth of your Word and to hold it fast; through Jesus Christ your Son  

  our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

  now and forever. 

C Amen (Sung on one tone) 

 

 
The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Genesis 12:1-4a 

 L A reading from Genesis. 

 

1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great  

nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 

curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  

  

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God 
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8:30 AM   

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 121 Levavi oculos LBW Tone 7 

Sung responsively, Soloist or Choir / All 

1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills;* 

  from where is my | help to come? 
2 My help comes | from the LORD,* 

  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
3 He will not let your | foot be moved* 

  and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel* 

  shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep; 
5 the LORD himself watches | over you;* 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand, 
6 so that the sun shall not strike | you by day,* 

  nor the | moon by night. 
7 The LORD shall preserve you | from all evil;* 

  it is he who shall | keep you safe. 
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your | coming in,* 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. 

11:00 AM   

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 121 Levavi oculos Anglican Chant / H. Walford Davies 

Sung by the Choir. 
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THE SECOND LESSON—Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 L A reading from Romans. 
 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to 

the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 

about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham be-

lieved God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who 

works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one 

who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 

as righteousness. 
13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 

or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 

the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, nei-

ther is there violation. 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 

grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 

the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father 

of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in 

the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 

calls into existence the things that do not exist.   

  

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God 

The people stand. 

 

 

THE VERSE setting by C. Pock 

Sung by the Soloist / Choir 

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up that everyone that believes in him may have eternal life. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint John 3:1-17 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the third chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to  

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has  

come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the  

presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 

kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus 

said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 

of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 

seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly 

things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 

things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the  

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him.”   

   

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

The people are seated. 
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Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY This is the Spirit’s Entry Now ELW 448 

 

THE SERMON Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus  

  and for all people according to their needs. 

   

  The people kneel. 

 

A … Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

  trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

The people stand. 
 

THE EXCHANGE OF  PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

The people offer each other the sign of peace saying “Peace be with you.” 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING   

8:30 AM I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes 

(from ‘Biblical Songs’) 

Antonín Dvořák  

11:00 AM God So Loved the World 

(John 3:16-17) 

John Goss 

The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER   

A Let us pray. 

  O Lord our God, we pray that this Holy Sacrament, which you have given  

  as a pledge of immortal life, may be a constant support in our journey  

  toward eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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SURSUM CORDA 

 

THE PREFACE 

P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  

You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace  

that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

   

SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In  

  great love you sent Jesus your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and  

  suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who opened his arms  

  to all upon the cross. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave  

  thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed  

   for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await  

  his coming in glory to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this communion we may know the unity  

  we share with all your people in the body of your Son and may receive our  

  inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P Join our prayers with those of your faithful servants of every time and place 

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he  

  comes as victorious Lord of all. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P    Lord,  remember us   in   your   king   -   dom,     and       teach     us   to  pray. 
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THE FRACTION 

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

C Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

  but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

 

 

 

The people are seated. 
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AGNUS DEI 
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THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL  

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a 

wafer into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may 

be received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, and return 

your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to have communion 

brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know. If you choose to receive the Sacrament under 

the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole 

Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving 

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN God Loved the World ELW 323 
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When all have communed, the people stand 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 

  God, our Father, in the Eucharist you give us the spirit of love and lead us to  

  share in your life. Strengthen us through this food from heaven that we may  

  live by the Gospel and follow your Son in the way of the cross.  

  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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THE BLESSING 

The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent forth to serve. 

  

THE HYMN TO CLOSE Christ the Life of All the Living ELW 339 

Printed on the following pages. 
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THE HYMN TO CLOSE Christ the Life of All the Living ELW 339 
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THE DISMISSAL  

 A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God.  

 

THE POSTLUDE Præludium Stanislaw Moniusko 

TODAY AT FIRST CHURCH 

SUNDAY, MARCH 5: THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR ROOM 

12:15 PM Camp Downtown Planning Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

    



26 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Rediscovering Jonah 

March 5 
In the introduction to his book, Rediscovering Jonah, the Reverend Timothy Keller 

notes that the book of Jonah is often thought of as a simple fable, building to a 

dramatic, yet implausible account of Jonah’s being swallowed by a large fish. In 

contrast, he argues that the book of Jonah is much more than a fable and is an 

ingenious, carefully crafted work with implications for our understanding of how 

God can be simultaneously just and merciful. Using Pastor Keller’s book as a guide, 

we will discuss many themes presented in the book of Jonah such as dealing with 

others different from ourselves, God’s call to mission, the struggle to trust and obey 

God, and the tendency to make God fit our own image of him. Anne Harmon will 

lead the conclusion of our discussion.  

 

Metamorphosis of Evil: Shifting Images of Satan in the Bible  

March 12, 19, & 26  

Satan appears frequently as a character in literature and popular culture, but how 

accurately do these depictions reflect what we know about Satan in the Bible? Join 

Vicar Elizabeth in a three-week exploration of the shifting images of Satan in the 

Bible, tracing how and why the figure of Satan developed from being a member of 

God’s heavenly court to God’s enemy and what these shifts reveal about the biblical 

writers’ views of evil and human suffering.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHORAL VESPERS NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 12 On Sunday March 12, we shall 

pray Choral Vespers at 4:00 PM. We are pleased to welcome the Seton Hill University 

Chamber Singers and the Pittsburgh Compline Choir, as they join together to offer choral 

anthems and psalm settings by John W. Becker. John was a member of First Church and  

our Composer-in-Residence for many years. A reception will follow in the Parish House. 

Bring a friend, and pray Lenten Vespers with nearly 50 choral singers in this holy season.  
 

THE STAFF OF FIRST CHURCH PRAYS MORNING PRAYER weekday mornings 

at 9:30 AM during the season of Lent. All are welcome to come join them in daily Matins. 

The service takes about ten minutes.  

 

WE WILL BE RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS on Sunday, March 19. If you are 

interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church, and are considering becoming a 

part of our church family, please speak to one of the pastors or contact Christine Hoffman, 

in the parish office at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org or 412-471-8125.  

 

LENTEN VESPERS ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS Enrich your Lenten journey 

by joining us at First Church for midweek Lenten Vespers on Wednesday evenings at 

7:00 PM. This year’s theme is Created for Community. 

 

SOUP SUPPERS You are invited to gather at 6:00 PM for a light supper of soup and 

bread on Wednesdays prior to Lenten Vespers. If you would be willing to make soup or 

provide bread for any of these dates, please sign-up in the Parish House or contact 

Christine at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org  

 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS! Vicar Elizabeth would like to interview you for a project. If 

you enjoy making art in any discipline (visual, textile, literary, or the performing arts), 

whether professionally or as a hobby, please reach out to her at esr@flcpittsburgh.org  

or 412-471-8125.  

 

DESIGNATED OFFERINGS: THE LENT OFFERING has been designated for 

Bridge to the Mountains. Bridge to the Mountains is a full-time dedicated street 
outreach organization that assists individuals living on the streets of Allegheny County in 

accessing and navigating available resources. Your donation helps fund ongoing outreach as 

well as summer outdoors retreats for these individuals and the people who work with 

them. Please use the Lent envelope in your offering envelope box, or make your check 

payable to "First Lutheran Church" and mark it “LENT.”  

 



28 

 

LOVE SHOPPING FOR BABY ITEMS? Here is your opportunity! During Lent 

(February 22-April 2) we will collect baby items for the Genesis Center of Pittsburgh. 

The Genesis Center supports women in need through their pregnancy and childbirth.  The 

following items will be collected in the Parish House: baby bottles, receiving blankets, baby/

childrens books, new sippy cups, pacifiers, Similac Advance, onsies/sleepers (sizes 0-3 & 3-6 

months). If you would like to make a monetary contribution, please consider donating as 

part of your Birthday Designated Offering. Contact Cindy DeMartino by e-mail at 

adamcr8@gmail.com for more information.  

 

CAMP DOWNTOWN As you start to make summer plans for vacations and camps, 

don't forget about Camp Downtown, our Downtown Ministerium's summer VBS 

program for rising Kindergartners - 6th graders (with 7th-12th graders serving as youth 

counselors). This year it will be June 19-23 from 9:00 AM-4:00 PM. Cost is $50 for the 

first child, $40 for the second child, and so on. We will start and end the day at FLC with 

lessons and activities surrounding our week long theme with an afternoon excursion in the 
downtown or surrounding areas. Register at flcpittsburgh.org/education/camp-

downtown  

 

WILLIAM J. WOLF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND was created by a bequest 

from William J. Wolf, founder and president of General Cleaning Company. Although Mr. 

Wolf completed high school, he did not have the means to attend college, which he 

regretted. Through the establishment of this fund, he is able to give back in perpetuity to 

the Pittsburgh community that he and his wife, Elizabeth, loved, and to the Lutheran faith 

which they supported during their lifetimes. This scholarship is to assist with the college or 

graduate level education of students of Lutheran denominations who have a residence in 

Allegheny County and maintain good grades. For further information you may contact The 

Pittsburgh Foundation: pittsburghfoundation@scholarshipamerica.org. To apply for the 

Scholarship go to https://pittsburghfoundation.org/scholarship/163. Completed 

applications are due March 30.  

 

UPCOMING FAMILY CIRCUS EVENT: Please save the date for our next First 

Church Family Circus Party! The First Church Family Circus includes families with children 

age 0 - 2nd grade and their older siblings. We will have a potluck dinner at the Pittsburgh 

Toy Lending Library in Shadyside from 4:00 - 8:00 PM on March 18. The space will be 

ours alone and has plenty of toys to keep babies, toddlers, and older children entertained. 

Please RSVP to Emily Weimer (eharmon130@gmail.com) with the total number of adults 

and children in your party and dietary restrictions.  

 

 

 

https://flcpittsburgh.org/education/camp-downtown/
https://flcpittsburgh.org/education/camp-downtown/
https://pittsburghfoundation.org/scholarship/163.
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION: The Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Synod of the ELCA will celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with an 

ecumenical service of Holy Communion on Sunday, March 26th at 4:00 PM at Berkeley 

Hills Lutheran Church (517 Sangree Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237). Bishops Abraham Allende 

and Kurt Kusserow will preside, and Rev. Dr. Asa Lee (President, Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary) will preach. Following the service will be a program on equitable development 

and housing to accompany this year’s theme of “A Home for ALL in the Beloved 

Community.” You can read more about it at the URL below: 

 https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/mlk23.  

 

IT IS TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS AND SPECIAL MUSIC GIFTS! 

Forms for ordering flowers for Easter 2023 and for Special Music are on the Ushers’ Table 

and in the Parish House. This is a wonderful opportunity to remember or honor your loved 

ones. Completed forms should be returned to Christine Hoffman in the Parish Office by 

Friday, March 31. 
 

PASCHAL CANDLE FOR YEAR 2023 If you would like to make a donation to cover 

the cost of the Paschal candle this year, please contact Christine at 412-471-8125 or 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org. Your dedication will be acknowledged in the bulletin and Easter 

Flowers/Special Music booklet. 

 

EASTER CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST: The Annual Easter Breakfast is planned for 

Easter Day, April 9, at 9:45 AM in Holy Cross Hall. Please bring coffee cake, pastries, 

savories, breads, etc. to share with others. Coffee, tea and juice will be provided. Please sign 

up in the Parish House if you can bring in breakfast items. Please provide your pastries on a 

tray, ready to serve and plan to remove your tray at the conclusion of the breakfast. Thank 

you!  

 

TIME TO RESTOCK THE WALK-IN FOOD PANTRY: We now have room to start 

receiving food/toiletry donations again. We could especially use: Aseptic milk cartons (large 

and individual), Hormel Compleats meals, snack crackers, breakfast bars, protein bars, 

canned vegetables in easy-open flip-top cans, tuna packets, peanut butter, pasta, large boxes 

of cereal. Full-sized shampoo, toothpaste, men’s and women’s deodorant. Individual (hotel/

travel sized) toiletries of all kinds, EXCEPT conditioner. By visiting our Amazon wish list, 

First Lutheran Church - Walk in Ministry Food Pantry you will get an idea of the items that 

are needed, you have a few options: 1. You can make a monetary donation to the church 

(noting that the contribution should be directed to the food pantry) 2. You can order 

directly from the FLC Amazon wishlist, or 3. You can place an order for similar items on 

the list from your own Amazon account (changing brand or quantity to suit your giving 

choices.) Our next week of service begins March 20. 

https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/mlk23.
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

SERVING TODAY 

 8:30 AM  11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. McCurry  Pr. Evans 

Preacher Vr. Rheinfrank 

Assisting Minister Pr. Evans  Pr. McCurry 

Communion Assistants Vr. Rheinfrank 

Ben Sommer 

 Vr. Rheinfrank 

Maggie Wolfram 

Lectors Sadie Navid  Emily Weimer 

    

Acolyte(s) C Charles Mehta 
Sadie Navid 

 A Zoe McCurry 

  

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO  

Instrumentalist(s) Ben Sommer, organ  

Vocalist(s) Mr. André Bierman  The Parish Choir 

    

Head Usher   Kurt Herbst 

Usher(s) Barb Neumann 

Kyle Neumann 

 Wes Nelson 

Altar Guild Janet King 

Zoe McCurry 

 Jen Roth 

Kathy Roth 

Coffee Hour Host   Kim Wilson 

    

http://Seasons.com
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EACH WEEKDAY (Monday through Friday) 

9:30 AM Lenten Matins NAVE 

MONDAY, MARCH 6 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 7 

6:30 PM Property Committee Meeting  

7:00 PM Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter Dinner NORTH SIDE 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 

8:00 AM Meal Ministry Prep KITCHEN 

12:10 PM Holy Communion for Healing NAVE 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting MEZZANINE 

6:00 PM Soup Supper HOLY CROSS HALL 

7:00 PM Lenten Vespers (Livestreamed) NAVE 

THURSDAY, MARCH 9 

12:00 PM Daytime Book Club  

5:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting ZOOM 

6:30 PM Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

FRIDAY, MARCH 10 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

SATURDAY, MARCH 11 

    

SUNDAY, MARCH 12: THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR ROOM 

12:15 PM Health Ministry Team Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

4:00 PM Choral Vespers for Lent NAVE 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Church of the Redeemer 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


