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FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU  
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  
 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  
. 

ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  
 

YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters 

in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after 

worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs. 
  
PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Tickets must be validated by the attendant at the reception desk.  

Street parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, except in areas 

with no parking signage.  
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 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS   

FLOWERS   

SIDE VASE I THE CENTERPIECE   SIDE VASE II 

is given in celebration 

of Lilly Telega’s 

birthday by Nonna  

& Pop-Pop Reed. 

is given in celebration of 

our 50th  wedding 

anniversary by Barry & 

Janet Balas. 

is given in celebration 

of Charles Mehta’s 18th 

birthday by the  

Mehta Family. 

 SANCTUARY  VOTIVE 

LAMPS 

November 21 - 

December 4 

is given in memory of  

Emery Paul Kane  

by Beth Kane. 

is given in memory of Ethel Zotter, sister of 

Dorothy Lindner by Lorraine Beers. 

COMMON CUP OFFERED ONCE AGAIN We have now returned to offering 

the common cup at communion. We will continue using small glasses as an option, 

but we do not plan to return to intinction (dipping the host in the cup) at this time.   
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers 

who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the 

altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. 

Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may be re-

ceived by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled 

from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center 

aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you 

need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 
If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 

you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not 

to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving  

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

December 4, 2022—8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices before worship. 

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer: 

 

() Cleanse our consciousness, O Lord, by your coming, that your Son  

our Lord Jesus Christ when he appears may find in us a dwelling place  

prepared for himself; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

       Read Ps. 130, p. 281 

THE PRELUDE Partita:  Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele 

(Comfort, comfort now my people)  

Johann Pachelbel 

 

 

The people stand. 

THE INVOCATION 

 P In the name of the Father, and the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE CONFESSION 

 P Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 
 

The people kneel or stand. A brief time is provided for self-examination. 
 

 P Most merciful God, 

 C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we  

  have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you  

  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,  

  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in  

  your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
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 P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive () you all your sins  

  through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 C Amen 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

L  Let us cast off the works of darkness, 

C and let us put on the armor of light. [Rom. 13:12] 

  The first candle is lighted.  

  

 L Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction. 

 C To prepare the way for my coming. 
  The second candle is lighted. 

 

 P O Jesus, Sun of Righteousness, rise in our hearts and enlighten us with the   

  brightness of your coming, that we who rejoice in the sure word of your  

  promise, may not be put to shame at your coming in glory; through your  

  mercy, O our God, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and govern  

  all things now and evermore.  

 C Amen         [Mozarabic Rite]  

The people may turn in place to follow the cross as it passes.  

 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN Hark, A Thrilling Voice is Sounding ELW 246 

Printed on the following page. 
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding! ELW 246 

St. 1—Soloist or Choir; St. 2, 3, 4, & 5—All 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  
 

 

 

 

 P Let us pray.  

  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his  

  coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through  

  the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen  Sung on one tone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The people are seated. 

 



9 

 

THE FIRST LESSON— Isaiah 11:1-10  

 L A reading from Isaiah. 

 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;  

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  

  

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Deus, judicium  LBW Tone 5 

Sung antiphonally, Men / Women 

1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,*  

  and your righteousness to | the king's son;  
2 that he may rule your | people righteously*  

  and the | poor with justice;  
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,*  

  and the little | hills bring righteousness.  
4 He shall defend the needy a- | mong the people;*  

  he shall rescue the poor and crush | the oppressor.  
5 He shall live as long as the sun and | moon endure,*  

  from one generation | to another.  
6 He shall come down like rain upon | the mown field,*  

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth.  
7 In his time shall the | righteous flourish;*  

  there shall be abundance of peace  

  till the moon shall | be no more.  
18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the | God of Israel,*  

  who alone does | wondrous deeds!  
19 And blessed be his glorious | name forever,*  

  and may all the earth be filled  

  with his glory. A- | men. Amen.  
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THE SECOND LESSON—Romans 15:4-13 

L A reading from Romans. 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may  

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 

of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on  

behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to 

the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  

As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
   and sing praises to your name”; 

 10and again he says, 

   “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 

 11and again, 

   “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

      and let all the peoples praise him”; 

 12and again Isaiah says, 

   “The root of Jesse shall come, 

      the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

     in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people stand.  
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THE VERSE  C. Pock 

The Alleluia is intoned once by the Soloist or Choir, then repeated by All 

 

 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  

All flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Matthew 3:1-12 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the third chapter. 

 

 

 

 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom  

the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

  “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 

 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 

his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
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The people are seated, 

 

THE SERMON The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 

11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his  

threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will  

burn with unquenchable fire.”   

  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Voice in the Wilderness  ELW 255 
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The 8:30 AM liturgy continues with the Nicene Creed, below: 

The 11:00 AM liturgy continues with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on p. 16. 

 

8:30 AM 

THE NICENE CREED 

 C We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

The 8:30 AM liturgy continues with the Prayers on p. 20.  
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11:00 AM 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM    

 

 The Presentation 

 P In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by 

  joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born  

  children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of 

  God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made  

  members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with 

  his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

 

       Sponsors:   I present Summer Matilda Harmon to receive  

      the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

 

 P As you bring Summer to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted  with  
  responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the  

  Lord’s Supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten    

  Commandments, place in her hands the Holy Scriptures, and nurture her in faith 

  and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and 

  deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 

 

  David and Greta, parents of this child, do you promise to fulfill these obligations  

  for Summer and to continue in the covenant God made with each of you in  

  Holy Baptism? 

Response:  I do. 

 

  Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Summer in the Christian  

  faith and to help her live in the covenant of Baptism and in  

  communion with the Church? 

Response:  I do. 

 

  People of God, do you promise to support Summer  

  and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 

 C We do. 

 

 

The Thanksgiving over the Water 

 P The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
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 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning 

  your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world,  

  calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 

  delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 

  slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 

  the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free  

  from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

 

  Pour out your Holy Spirit upon this water, the power of your living Word, that she 

  who is washed in the waters of Baptism may be given new life. To you be given  

  honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

  now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 

 

 The Profession of Faith 

 P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus,  

  reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

  

  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

 P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

 P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

  Do you believe in God the Father? 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
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 P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The people are seated. 

 

 The Baptism 

 P Summer Matilda, I baptize you in the name of the Father,  

  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen 

 

 

 The Laying on of Hands 

 P Let us pray.  

  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons 

  and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through 

  this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Summer: the spirit of wisdom and 

  understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the  

  fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence. 

 C Amen 
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 The Signing with the Cross 

 P Summer, child of God, you have been sealed by the  

  Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 C Amen 
 

 The Giving of Light 

 A Let your light so shine before others that they may  

  see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

 The Prayer for Parents 

 P O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon David and Greta, parents  

  of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them  

  teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in  

  their own Baptism so they may share eternally with him the salvation you have  

  given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 P God of Love, who hearest prayer, 

  Kindly for thy people care, 

  Who on thee alone depend; 

  Love us, save us to the end.*  

 C Amen 

 

The people stand. 

 

 The Welcome 

 P Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 C We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you  

  as a fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same    

  heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God.  

 

 

 

 

The 11:00 AM liturgy continues with the Prayers on the following page. 

   

*A family prayer passed from George Washington Mosser, Summer’s great great great great grandfather.  
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THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God  

   in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

The people kneel. 
 

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

 P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

   trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

The people offer one another the sign of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.”  

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS IN PROCESSION 

Today for Commitment Sunday, the people come forward to bring their Sunday offering, Estimate 

of Giving card, and Time and Talents form. Come forward by the center aisle, when indicated by  

the ushers, place your offerings in the basket and return to your pew by the side aisles. 

 

THE MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  

8:30 AM  Aria:  "Comfort Ye"  (from Messiah) Georg Frideric Handel 

11:00 AM  A Tender Shoot Otto Goldschmidtt 

 A tender shoot hath started up from a root of grace, as ancient seers  

imparted from Jesse's holy race. It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold 

bleak winter, turning our darkness into light. This shoot, Isaiah taught us, 

from Jesse's root should spring. The Virgin Mary brought us the branch of 

which we sing. Our God of endless might gave her this Child to save us, thus 

turning darkness into light. 
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SURSUM CORDA 

THE PREFACE   

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.  

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  

through whom you will also make all things new in the day  

when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.  

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

  Merciful Father  

 C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our  

  selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

  Receive them for the sake of him who offered  himself for us,  

  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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SANCTUS   

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P Holy God, gracious Father, you are the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and  

  our  Hope. We thank and praise you for creating a world of beauty and order. 

 

        When we brought chaos, cruelty, and despair into your world, you sent the  

  prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy; and at the end of the ages, you sent 

  your Son Jesus to bring us your love and to heal the suffering world. 

  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 P Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

  gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

        As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 C    Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

 P Remembering, therefore, his birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension,  

  we await his coming again in righteousness and peace to  share with us  

  the great and promised feast. 

 C    Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 P Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and wine: strengthen our 

  faith, increase our hope, and give birth to the justice  and joy of your Son, that we 

  who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and 

  receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 C Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P Join our prayers with those of your saints in every time and place,  

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

  until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us   in    your   king   -  dom,      and       teach     us   to  pray. 
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THE FRACTION 

 P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. 

  When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ. 

 C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, 

  as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

 P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

AGNUS DEI 
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN Comfort, Comfort Now My People LBW 29 

THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a 

wafer into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may 

be received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, and return 

your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to have communion 

brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be 

assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you 

may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion (or a blessing), you may return to your 

seat by the side aisles.  
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HYMN Come, O Precious Ransom LBW 24 
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When all have communed, the people stand. 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

  Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite  

  the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent out to serve.  

 

THE HYMN TO CLOSE O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  LBW 23 

Printed on the following page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
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THE HYMN TO CLOSE O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  LBW 23 

 St. 1—All; 2—Men; 3—Choir; 4—All; 5—Women; 6—All 

A 

M 

C 

A 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE Nun komm der Heiden Heiland 

(Savior of the Nations, Come) Johann Pachelbel 

         

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  

 
Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 &  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006. All rights reserved.  
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

W           A 

http://Seasons.com
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ADULT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
U P C O M I N G  T O P I C S  

 
Saint Augustine's City of God: Church, State, and War — December 11 and 18  

Finished by 426 CE/AD, Saint Augustine's masterpiece City of God arguably remains the 

most important text of political thought in the Christian tradition after the Bible itself. 

With Dr. Jeffrey McCurry, the class will explore highlights of this book: what Saint 

Augustine calls "the City of Man" and "the City of God"; what he thinks secular politics 

can and cannot achieve; and what he believes about how war can be just and unjust. The 

focus will be on Saint Augustine, but we may also discuss how Martin Luther's political 

thought is itself deeply Augustinian.  

 

Government and Civic Engagement — January 8 - 29  

Join Pastor McCurry and Vicar Rheinfrank to discuss what it means for us to faithfully 

engage with our government, whatever our particular political commitments may be. 

We will be discussing the 2020 ELCA social statement on Government and Civic 

Engagement.  

VESPERS 
FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

 

With music for the Advent season featuring  

baritone soloist Anthony DeMartino. 
 

THIS AFTERNOON! 

4:00 PM 
 

All are welcome! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY IS COMMITMENT SUNDAY: The regular offering will be replaced by an 

Offertory Procession.  At that time, you/your family may bring your Sunday offering, 

Estimate of Giving Cards, and Time and Talent Response forms forward. Our Finance 

Committee, Stewardship Committee, and Congregation Council have been working in 

cooperation with all of our parish program committees to establish a Proposal for 

Ministry, 2023 that reflects our priorities and is built on realistic expectations of 

support. We also ask that you prayerfully consider what areas of ministry you may be 

willing to support with your time and talents. Ministry Area Description pamphlets and 

Time and Talent Response Forms are available on the rear of the nave, at the reception 

desk, or you may access them by either scanning the QR code or by visiting 

flcpittsburgh.org/timetalent.  

 
THE ANNUAL COOKIE WALK will take place today and next Sunday, 

December 11 in between liturgies and after the 11:00 AM liturgy. The proceeds from the 

Cookie Walk go to support the Youth Ministries here at First. There is a sign up sheet in 

the Parish House if you would like to make cookies for the Cookie Walk. If you have any 

questions, please contact Theresa Schroeder at schroet532@gmail.com. Thank you!  

 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTION: First Holy Communion instruction will be held this 

morning after the 11:00 AM liturgy.  

 

THE “ADVENT” OFFERING HAS BEEN DESIGNATED for Lutheran Immigration 

and Refugee Services. LIRS works in partnership with community-based legal and social 

service providers nationwide to support and advocate for migrants and refugees. Your 

donation helps fund refugee resettlement, foster care services, family reunification services, 

migrant and refugee leadership development programs, and services to recently arrived 

migrants. Please use the '"Advent" envelopes in your offering envelope box, or, make your 

check payable to "First Lutheran Church" and mark it “Advent.”   

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING We are looking for one more family to volunteer 

to light the Advent Wreath in our worship service on December 18 at 11:00 AM! If you 

and your family would like to assist worship in this way, please sign up for a specific date and 

time in the Parish House. All ages are welcome!  

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY CHURCH OF THE WEEK: First Presbyterian Church will be 

on duty Monday-Thursday, December 5-8. Any in need of crisis counseling may be directed 

accordingly. 

 

flcpittsburgh.org/timetalent
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F I N A N C I A L   

CONGREGATION MEETING  
 

The purpose of this December meeting is to take action on the Congregation Council’s 

Proposal for Ministry, 2023.  This proposal (budget) has been developed with the 

involvement of parish committees, staff, and the Council itself.  All Voting Members  

are urged to be present.  Voting Members are defined as those members of the 

congregation who have communed and made a contribution of record in the past year.  

 

9:45 AM  this morning in Holy Cross Hall! 

All voting members are encouraged to attend! 

PLEASE NOTE: On Sunday, December 25th, there will be only one liturgy for Christmas 

Day at 10:00 AM.  The following Sunday, January 1, there will be only one liturgy for the 

Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus at 10:00 AM. 

 

THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will next meet on Thursday, December 8 at  

12:00 PM. No book discussion for this meeting - just a festive get-together! Speak with 

Anne Harmon for full details! 

 

2023 LITURGICAL CALENDARS ARE NOW AVAILABLE for $2.00 at the 

reception desk. See Suanne to purchase your copy, today! 

 

THE ADULT & YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP ADVENT PARTY will 

resume this year on Friday, December 9, at 7:00 PM in Holy Cross Hall! The event will 

be catered with hearty appetizers and desserts. There will be vegan and gluten free options 

available. All adults are invited to attend and BYOB if so desired. For those that prefer door 
to door service, there will be volunteers to valet your car to and from the garage for you. 

Please RSVP in the Parish house or email Christine Hoffman at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org so we 

know how many to expect.  

 

CHEER BASKETS: If you would like to deliver a Cheer Basket to a specific homebound 

member, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish House. Cheer baskets will be assembled 

Friday, December 16, and will be available for delivery on Sunday, December 18. This 

tradition brings so much joy to the homebound members, as well as to the deliverers! 

Thank you!  
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TIME TO BAKE! COOKIES ARE NEEDED for the German Christmas Service 

Reception on Sunday, December 18 as well as for Cheer Baskets for our homebound 

members. For the Cheer Baskets, if you can bake cookies or make a (non-perishable) savory 

snack, please bake 1-3 dozen cookies/snacks with NO nuts and bring them packed 1-4 

cookies in individual sandwich bags. Please deliver them to the church by the assembly date 

which is Friday, December 16. You can sign up to bake a sweet or savory treat on the sheet 

in the Parish House, or contact Christine in Parish office 412-471-8125 or 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org.  

 

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS/SPECIAL MUSIC: Help adorn the 

chancel at Christmas and/or provide special music! Donating to the cost of the poinsettias is 

a beautiful way to honor or remember a loved one, or to glorify God. Flowers and music 

can be donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in 

celebration of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or family. 

You can also make a special gift to First Lutheran Church to support our Music Ministry, 
including special music for Christmas. Your dedications will appear in a booklet. Christmas 

Poinsettia and Music order forms are located on the ushers’ table, and at the reception desk 

in the Parish House. Please complete a form and return it to the Parish Office, or call 

Christine at 412-471-8125. The deadline for ordering poinsettias is Friday, 

December 9.  

 

TWEEN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! Like most of God's unfolding story, the 

humble birth of our Lord was a big mystery to almost everyone at the time. On Saturday 

December 10th from 2:00-4:00 PM our 3rd-6th graders will be taken back to the time 

of Jesus to solve the mysteries of His birth by decoding facts in a Nativity themed escape 

room! Following the activities we will decorate and enjoy Christmas cookies and hot 

chocolate. RSVP to Kim Wilson at kimberlyjhwilson@gmail.com and be sure to 

mention any food allergies. 

 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Offering envelopes for next year are now available for pickup on the table in  

Holy Cross Hall. We ask members to please pick them up to help us  

save on postage costs. Thank you!  
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Children in K-6th grades are invited to join us Saturday, February 11, 2023 as we focus 

on Isaiah 64:8 and what it means to be Molded By The Potter. 7th grade and up are invited 

to assist as youth counselors. We will begin at First Lutheran at 9:00 AM and walk to the ice 

rink at PPG after lunch for an afternoon of ice skating. Pick up at the ice rink at 3:00 PM. 

Food pantry donations will be collected in lieu of a monetary offering. Registration fee is 

$15/camper. Please register campers and volunteers by visiting flcpittsburgh.org/

education/camp-downtown/ 

 

SAVE THE DATE: SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIP  FLC Youth Group will be 

taking a mission trip to Niagara Falls, NY this summer through Youthworks 

(youthworks.com). The dates for the trip are Sunday June 25 - Friday June 30, 2023; 

the trip is open to students who have completed 6th grade in spring 2023 through seniors 

who have graduated in the spring of 2023. Projects will focus on meeting the on-going needs 

of the Niagara Falls community, through food and clothing distribution, home repair 

projects, community beautification projects and youth programming at a local community 
center. Stay tuned for details about this exciting, impactful trip!   

 

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: The Altar Guild is entrusted with the cleaning and set-

up of communion vessels and linens. They are scheduled on a rotating basis after the 8:30 

and 11:00 AM services, two members to each service and usually serve once or twice a 

month. Please let us know if you would be interested in serving in this way by contacting the 

church at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org or 412-471-8125.  

 

THE OFFICE OF COMPLINE The final compline of the semester will be sung by the 

Pittsburgh Compline Choir under the direction of Dr. Mark A. Boyle on Sunday, 

December 11 at 8:00 PM at Heinz Chapel on the campus of the University of 

Pittsburgh. Compline will resume on January 15, 2023. All are welcome. First Church is a 

sponsor of the Pittsburgh Compline Choir. 
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SERVING TODAY 

 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. McCurry Pr. Evans 

Preacher Pr. Evans 

Assisting Minister Vr. Rheinfrank Pr. McCurry 

Communion Assistants Pr. Evans 

Ben Sommer 

Vr Rheinfrank 

Neal Venters 

Acolytes Sadie Navid (C) 

Zoe McCurry (A) 

Ben Pasternak (C/A) 

Lectors Kathy Pfister Emily Weimer 

Cantor  Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Vocalists Mr. André Bierman  The Parish Choir 

Head Usher  Kurt Herbst 

Ushers Kurt Hansmann Wes Nelson 

Altar Guild Dee Ferina 

Janet King 

Janet Balas 

Lorraine Beers 

TODAY AT FIRST 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 4 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Congregational Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

10:00 AM Cookie Walk to Benefit Youth Ministry HOLY CROSS HALL 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cookie Walk to Benefit Youth Ministry HOLY CROSS HALL 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

12:15 PM College Student Luncheon & Holiday Market Outing FLC / MARKET SQUARE 

4:00 PM Advent Vespers NAVE 
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CALENDAR 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6       Nicholas of Myra, Bishop 

6:00 PM Pastors-in-Residence Advent Dinner @ Church Brew Works LAWRENCEVILLE 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7       Ambrose of Milan, Bishop 

8:00 AM Social Ministry Meal Prep KITCHEN 

12:10 PM Noonday Holy Communion NAVE 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting MEZZANINE 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 

12:00 PM Daytime Book Club  

5:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting ZOOM 

6:30 PM Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

7:00 PM Adult / Young Adult Fellowship Advent Party HOLY CROSS HALL 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 

2:00 PM Tween Group Advent Party FLC 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT: GAUDETE, DECEMBER 11 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

4:30 PM Ephesians Small Study Group ZOOM 

8:00 PM Compline @ Heinz Chapel OAKLAND 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Church of the Redeemer 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


