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FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU  
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  
 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  
. 

ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  
 

YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters 

in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after 

worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs. 
  
PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Tickets must be validated by the attendant at the reception desk.  

Street parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, except in areas 

with no parking signage.  
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 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS   

FLOWERS   

THE CENTERPIECE   

is given in memory of Arlen Wilson by Sherry Wilson.  

 SANCTUARY  VOTIVE 

LAMPS 
November 7 - 20 

is given in memory of Ethel 

Zotter, sister of Dorothy 

Lindner by Lorraine Beers. 

is given in memory of  

Emery Paul Kane  

by Beth Kane. 

COMMON CUP OFFERED ONCE AGAIN We have now returned to offering 

the common cup at communion. We will continue using small glasses as an option, 

but we do not plan to return to intinction (dipping the host in the cup) at this time.   
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers 

who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the 

altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. 

Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may be re-

ceived by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled 

from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center 

aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you 

need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 
If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 

you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not 

to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving  

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

November 27, 2022—8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices before worship. 

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer: 

 

() Cleanse our consciousness, O Lord, by your coming, that your Son  

our Lord Jesus Christ when he appears may find in us a dwelling place  

prepared for himself; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

       Read Ps. 130, p. 281 

THE PRELUDE 

8:30 AM 

Aria: ‘Zion hört die Wächter Singen 

(‘Zion Hears the Watchman Singing,’ Cantata 140) Johann Sebastian Bach 

11:00 AM  Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (BWV 645) Johann Sebastian Bach 

   

 

The people stand. 

THE INVOCATION 

 P In the name of the Father, and the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 P Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 

 C    Who made heaven and earth.   [Ps. 124:8] 

 

 P The Lord will come and all his holy ones with him; 

 C    And in that day the light will be great.    [Zech. 14:5] 

 

 P Behold, the Name of the Lord comes from afar,   [Isa. 30:27] 

 C And the whole earth will be filled with his glory.   [Ps.72:19] 

 
P  The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
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As the tower bells peal, the people may turn in place to follow the cross as it passes. 
 

THE GREAT LITANY IN SOLEMN PROCESSION 

 P Let us pray. 

  O God our King, receive, we pray, this crown of green which we offer to you  

  for service in your house, and grant that all who look at it may more and   

  more be enlightened by him who is the true light, and eagerly look for his  

  return, that with joyful hearts we may welcome him when he comes in the  

  fullness of his glory; your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

  L Let us cast off the works of darkness, 

 C and let us put on the armor of light. [Rom. 13:12] 

 

The first candle is lighted.  

 

 P O Jesus, Sun of Righteousness, rise in our hearts and enlighten us with the   

  brightness of your coming, that we who rejoice in the sure word of your  
  promise, may not be put to shame at your coming in glory; through your  

  mercy, O our God, who with the Holy Spirit live and govern all things  

  now and evermore. [Mozarabic Rite]  

 C Amen 



6 

 



7 

 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  

  

 

 

 

 

 P Let us pray.  

  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength  

  and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, for you live and  

  reign with the Father and  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen  Sung on one tone. 

 

 

The people are seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON— Isaiah 2:1-5 

 L A reading from Isaiah. 

 
  1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

   2In days to come 

      the mountain of the LORD’s house 

     shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

      and shall be raised above the hills; 

     all the nations shall stream to it. 

     3Many peoples shall come and say, 

     “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

      to the house of the God of Jacob; 

     that he may teach us his ways 

      and that we may walk in his paths.” 

    For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
      and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

    4He shall judge between the nations, 

      and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

     they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

      and their spears into pruning hooks; 

     nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

      neither shall they learn war any more. 

    5O house of Jacob,  

    come, let us walk 

      in the light of the LORD!  

  

 L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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8:30 AM   

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 122 Lœtatus sum  LBW Tone 5 

Sung responsively, Soloist / All 

1 I was glad when they | said to me,*  

  "Let us go to the house | of the LORD."  
2 Now our | feet are standing*  

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem.  
3 Jerusalem is built | as a city*  

  that is at unity | with itself;  
4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,*  

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.  
5 For there are the | thrones of judgment,*  

  the thrones of the | house of David.  
6 Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:*  

  "May they pros- | per who love you.  
7 Peace be with- | in your walls*  

  and quietness with- | in your towers.  
8 For my brethren and com- | panions' sake,*  
  I pray for | your prosperity.  
9 Because of the house of the | LORD our God,*  

  I will seek to | do you good."  
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11:00 AM   

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 122 Lœtatus sum  setting by John W. Becker 

The antiphon is intoned once by the Choir, then sung by All / The Choir sings the verses  

Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is build as a city that is at unity with itself 

to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 

the assembly of Israel to praise the name of the Lord. 

       ANTIPHON 

 

For there are the thrones of judgement,  

the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  

“May they prosper who love you.” 

       ANTIPHON 

 

Peace be within your walls  

and quietness within your towers. 

For my brethren and companion’s sake,  
I pray for your prosperity.  

Because of the house of the Lord our God,  

I will seek to do you good. 

       ANTIPHON 
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The people stand.  

 

THE VERSE  C. Pock 

The Alleluia is intoned once by the Soloist or Choir, then repeated by All 

 

 
 

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 

THE SECOND LESSON—Romans 13:11-14 

L A reading from Romans. 
 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became  

believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works  

of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day,  

not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in  

quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no  

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.   

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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The people are seated, 

 

THE SERMON Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Matthew 24:36-44 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 

 

 

` 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; 

one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; 

one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not 

know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”   
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY People, Look East ELW 248 

St. 1—All / 2—Men / 3—Women / 4—All 

A 

M 

W 

A 
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The people remain standing.  

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 C We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God  

   in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

The people kneel. 
 

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

 P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

   trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

The people offer one another the sign of peace, saying, “Peace be with you” from their pews. 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  

8:30 AM  ORGAN VOLUNTARY:   

Hark, the Glad Sound! Charles Callahan 

    

11:00 AM  Rejoice, O Jerusalem, Behold Thy King Cometh Healey Willan 

  The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore, let us cast off the works  

of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Behold, the Lord shall come, 

and all his saints with him, an in that day the light shall be great.  

Rejoice, O Jerusalem, behold thy King cometh. Alleluia. 
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SURSUM CORDA 

THE PREFACE   

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.  

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  

through whom you will also make all things new in the day  

when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.  

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

  Merciful Father  

 C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our  

  selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

  Receive them for the sake of him who offered  himself for us,  

  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



21 

 

SANCTUS   

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P Holy God, gracious Father, you are the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and  

  our  Hope. We thank and praise you for creating a world of beauty and order. 

 

        When we brought chaos, cruelty, and despair into your world, you sent the  

  prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy; and at the end of the ages, you sent 

  your Son Jesus to bring us your love and to heal the suffering world. 

  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 P Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

  gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

        As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 C    Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

 P Remembering, therefore, his birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension,  

  we await his coming again in righteousness and peace to share with us  

  the great and promised feast. 

 C    Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 P Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and wine: strengthen our 

  faith, increase our hope, and give birth to the justice  and joy of your Son, that we 

  who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and 

  receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 C Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P Join our prayers with those of your saints in every time and place,  

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

  until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord,  remember us      in    your   king    -    dom,     and__     teach_    us     to   pray.  
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THE FRACTION 

 P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. 

  When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ. 

 C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, 

  as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

 P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

AGNUS DEI 
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN Once He Came in Blessing LBW 312 

THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a 

wafer into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may 

be received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, and return 

your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to have communion 

brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be 

assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you 

may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion (or a blessing), you may return to your 

seat by the side aisles.  
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When all have communed, the people stand. 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

  Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite  

  the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

VOLUNTARY Once He Came in Blessing Wilbur Held 
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The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent out to serve.  

 

THE HYMN TO CLOSE Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending LBW 27 

Printed on the following pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
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The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent out to serve.  

 

THE HYMN TO CLOSE Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending LBW 27 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE POSTLUDE Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending Wilbur Held 

 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  
 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 &  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006. All rights reserved.  
Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

http://Seasons.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALL AGES ADVENT ACTIVITY & BREAKFAST TODAY! Join us during Sunday 

Church School hour as we welcome Advent by creating nativity ornaments and enjoy a 

potluck breakfast. Families are invited to join their children in Holy Cross Hall where a 

facilitator will explain how to make your ornaments. There will also be a table with supplies 

for our youth to create cards to include in our holiday cheer baskets for our homebound 

members. 

 

THE “ADVENT” OFFERING HAS BEEN DESIGNATED for Lutheran Immigration 

and Refugee Services. LIRS works in partnership with community-based legal and social 

service providers nationwide to support and advocate for migrants and refugees. Your 

donation helps fund refugee resettlement, foster care services, family reunification services, 

migrant and refugee leadership development programs, and services to recently arrived 
migrants. Please use the '"Advent" envelopes in your offering envelope box, or, make your 

check payable to "First Lutheran Church" and mark it “Advent.”   

 

PLEASE NOTE: On New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, there will be only one liturgy,  

at 10:00 AM. 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 

 

Saint Augustine's City of God: Church, State, and War — December 11 and 18  

Finished by 426 CE/AD, Saint Augustine's masterpiece City of God arguably remains the 

most important text of political thought in the Christian tradition after the Bible itself. 

With Dr. Jeffrey McCurry, the class will explore highlights of this book: what Saint 

Augustine calls "the City of Man" and "the City of God"; what he thinks secular politics 

can and cannot achieve; and what he believes about how war can be just and unjust. The 

focus will be on Saint Augustine, but we may also discuss how Martin Luther's political 

thought is itself deeply Augustinian.  

 

Government and Civic Engagement — January 8 - 29  

Join Pastor McCurry and Vicar Rheinfrank to discuss what it means for us to faithfully 

engage with our government, whatever our particular political commitments may be. 
We will be discussing the 2020 ELCA social statement on Government and Civic 

Engagement.  
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F I N A N C I A L   

CONGREGATION MEETING  
 

The purpose of this December meeting is to take action on the Congregation Council’s 

Proposal for Ministry, 2023.  This proposal (budget) has been developed with the 

involvement of parish committees, staff, and the Council itself.  All Voting Members  

are urged to be present.  Voting Members are defined as those members of the 

congregation who have communed and made a contribution of record in the past year.  

 

9:45 AM on Sunday, December 4 

in Holy Cross Hall 

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING We are looking for families to volunteer to light the 

Advent Wreath in our worship services throughout the season of Advent. If you and your 

family would like to assist worship in this way, please sign up for a specific date and time in 

the Parish House. All ages are welcome!  

 

PARKING ON GRANT STREET: Please be aware that Sunday parking on Grant Street 

is technically only legal on our side of the street. The opposite side of the street has signs 

reading, “no parking or stopping.” We’ve observed that the police very rarely enforce that 

on Sunday mornings, but they have done so on occasion—especially, it seems, when there 

are Steelers or Penguins games in the early afternoon, including a recent Sunday. Though 

requests to officially allow parking on that side of the street were unsuccessful in the past, 

we are initiating another attempt. In the meantime, please be aware that parking there 

comes with some risk.  

 
PASTOR McCURRY TO BE AWAY: Beginning on Wednesday, November 9, 

Pastor McCurry will be on a three-week medical leave following a routine surgical 

procedure. Your prayers are most welcome. If you have an urgent pastoral need, please call 

the emergency line at 412-471-6507 and leave a message. The pastoral staff member on 

duty will return your call as soon as possible. 

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY CHURCH OF THE WEEK: First Church will be on duty 

Monday-Thursday, November 28-December 1. Any in need of crisis counseling may be 

directed accordingly. 
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THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will next meet on Thursday, December 8 at  

12:00 PM. No book discussion for this meeting - just a festive get-together! Speak with 

Anne Harmon for full details! 

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 On this day, we will 

gratefully receive pledges of financial support for the ministry of the parish in the coming 

year. Our Finance Committee, Stewardship Committee, and Congregation Council have 

been working in cooperation with all of our parish program committees 

to establish a Proposal for Ministry, 2023 that reflects our priorities and 

is built on realistic expectations of support. We also ask that you 

prayerfully consider what areas of ministry you may be willing to support 

with your time and talents. Ministry Area Description pamphlets and 

Time and Talent Response Forms are available on the rear of the nave, at 

the reception desk, or you may access them by either scanning the QR 

code or by visiting flcpittsburgh.org/timetalent.  
 

THE ANNUAL COOKIE WALK will take place on Sundays December 4 and 11 in 

between liturgies and after the 11:00 AM liturgy. The proceeds from the Cookie Walk go to 

support the Youth Ministries here at First. There is a sign up sheet in the Parish House if 

you would like to make cookies for the Cookie Walk. If you have any questions, please 

contact Theresa Schroeder at schroet532@gmail.com. Thank you!  

 

SAVE THE DATE: ADVENT VESPERS will be prayed on Sunday, December 4 at 

4:00 PM. Enhance your observance of Advent by joining us in prayer and song! 

 

2023 LITURGICAL CALENDARS ARE NOW AVAILABLE for $2.00 at the 

reception desk. See Suanne to purchase your copy, today! 

 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTION: First Holy Communion Instruction will be Sunday, 

December 4 after the 11:00 AM liturgy.  

 

THE ADULT & YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP ADVENT PARTY will 

resume this year on Friday, December 9, at 7:00 PM in Holy Cross Hall! The event will 

be catered with hearty appetizers and desserts. There will be vegan and gluten free options 

available. All adults are invited to attend and BYOB if so desired. For those that prefer door 

to door service, there will be volunteers to valet your car to and from the garage for you. 

Please RSVP in the Parish house or email Christine Hoffman at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org so we 

know how many to expect.  

 

 

 

flcpittsburgh.org/timetalent
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TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS/SPECIAL MUSIC: Help adorn the chancel at 

Christmas and/or provide special music! Donating to the cost of the poinsettias is a beautiful 

way to honor or remember a loved one, or to glorify God. Flowers and music can be 

donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in celebration 

of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or family. You can also 

make a special gift to First Lutheran Church to support our Music Ministry, including special 

music for Christmas. Your dedications will appear in a booklet. Christmas Poinsettia and 

Music order forms are located in the announcements section of this bulletin, on the ushers’ 

table, and in the Parish House. Please complete a form and return it to the Parish Office, or 

call Christine at 412-471-8125. The deadline for ordering poinsettias is Friday, 

December 9.  

 

TWEEN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! Like most of God's unfolding story, the 

humble birth of our Lord was a big mystery to almost everyone at the time. On Saturday 

December 10th from 2:00-4:00 PM our 3rd-6th graders will be taken back to the time 
of Jesus to solve the mysteries of His birth by decoding facts in a Nativity themed escape 

room! Following the activities we will decorate and enjoy Christmas cookies and hot 

chocolate. RSVP to Kim Wilson at kimberlyjhwilson@gmail.com and be sure to 

mention any food allergies. 

 

TIME TO BAKE! COOKIES ARE NEEDED for the German Christmas Service 

Reception on Sunday, December 18 as well as for Cheer Baskets for our homebound 

members. For the Cheer Baskets, if you can bake cookies or make a (non-perishable) savory 

snack, please bake 1-3 dozen cookies/snacks with NO nuts and bring them packed 1-4 

cookies in individual sandwich bags. Please deliver them to the church by the assembly date 

which is Friday, December 16. You can sign up to bake a sweet or savory treat on the sheet 

in the Parish House, or contact Christine in Parish office 412-471-8125 or 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org.  

 

CHEER BASKETS: If you would like to deliver a Cheer Basket to a specific homebound 

member, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish House. Cheer baskets will be assembled 

Friday, December 16, and will be available for delivery on Sunday, December 18. This 

tradition brings so much joy to the homebound members, as well as to the deliverers! 

Thank you!  
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F A M I L Y  L I N K S  

ANGEL TREE 
 

First Lutheran is honored to continue our tradition of  

bringing joy to the families supported by Family Links  

(https://familylinks.org/) through our Angel Tree. This year,  

we have two ways to participate in our Angel Tree, both of  

which bring joy and hope to the individuals served by Family Links.  

 

1) UPDATE: All tags have been claimed!  Unwrapped gifts must be  

 returned to the church no later than next Sunday, December 4.  

 

2) We will also be collecting monetary donations for Family Links, which  

 Family Links will use to purchase gifts for its families. If you choose to  

 participate in our in this way, please indicate on your check that your  

 donation is for the Angel Tree.  

  

 If you would like to send your donation through PayPal, simply click on the  

 donation button on the homepage of our website, or in your weekly  
 Parish News e-digest. Please indicate in the "note" section that the donation  

 is for the Angel Tree. The deadline for monetary gifts is December 4.  

 
If you have questions, please contact Lisa Karraker at karraker@verizon.net.  
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MEAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES:  First seeks volunteers to either help prepare 

meals here in our church kitchen or to deliver them to Bethlehem Haven (benefiting  

homeless women, based in Lower Hill) and/or Community 341 (a joint Lutheran  

Presbyterian ministry in Brookline, providing fellowship, worship, and a free meal). Meal 

preparation will occur on all Wednesdays through the end of December.  Meal-

preparing volunteers will meet in our FLC kitchen from 8:00 AM- 1:00 PM to assist 

Susan Bruder in the preparation of 60-100 meals, After they are completed, we will also 

need one volunteer to deliver the meals to Bethlehem Haven. If you would like to help, 

please go to https://tinyurl.com/ meals4bethlehem and click "Open with Google docs" to 

sign up for a role on a particular date.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIP  FLC Youth Group will be 

taking a mission trip to Niagara Falls, NY this summer through Youthworks 

(youthworks.com). The dates for the trip are Sunday June 25 - Friday June 30, 2023; 

the trip is open to students who have completed 6th grade in spring 2023 through seniors 
who have graduated in the spring of 2023. Projects will focus on meeting the on-going needs 

of the Niagara Falls community, through food and clothing distribution, home repair 

projects, community beautification projects and youth programming at a local community 

center. Stay tuned for details about this exciting, impactful trip!   

 

JAIL WORSHIP MINISTRY Do you feel called to be involved in worship ministry at the 

Allegheny County Jail? Beginning in January, the chaplain's office hopes to resume welcoming 

small teams of worship leaders from Pittsburgh congregations to lead worship with  

individual pods. In the past, First Church has sent a team one Sunday each month to serve in 

this capacity and we have some open spaces on our team. A jail training will be required, 

but that date (usually a Saturday morning) has not yet been scheduled. If you have  

questions about this ministry or are interested in serving on our jail worship 

team, please contact Pastor McCurry.  

 

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: The Altar Guild is entrusted with the cleaning and set-

up of communion vessels and linens. They are scheduled on a rotating basis after the 8:30 

and 11:00 AM services, two members to each service and usually serve once or twice a 

month. Please let us know if you would be interested in serving in this way by contacting the 

church at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org or 412-471-8125.  

 

THE OFFICE OF COMPLINE will be sung by the Pittsburgh Compline Choir under the 

direction of Dr. Mark A. Boyle on Sunday evenings at 8:00 PM at Heinz Chapel on 

the campus of the University of Pittsburgh. All are welcome. First Church is a sponsor of 

the Pittsburgh Compline Choir. 
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ADVENT  VESPERS 

Sunday, December 4 — 4:00 PM 

 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
( W E I N A C H T S G O T T E S D I E N S T )   

Sunday, December 18 — 4:00 PM 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE   

Saturday, December 24 — 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday, December 25 — 10:00 AM 

 

THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS 

Sunday, January 1 — 10:00 AM   (note only one liturgy) 
 
 

Visit us online for more information 

flcpittsburgh.org 
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SERVING TODAY 

 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. Evans 

Preacher Vr. Rheinfrank 

Assisting Minister Kathy Pfister Vr. Rheinfrank 

Communion Assistants Vr. Rheinfrank 

Mimi Pasternak 

Barry Balas 

Sarah Maenner 

Acolytes Sadie Navid (C/A) Ben Pasternak (C) 

Grace Hall (A) 

Lectors Beth Braughler Pr. Caroline Mendis 

Cantor  Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Vocalists Mr. André Bierman  The Parish Choir 

Head Usher  Kurt Herbst 

Ushers Kurt Hansmann Wes Nelson 

Altar Guild Amy Hansmann 

Nora Nealon 

Kathy Roth 

Jennifer Roth 

Coffee Hour Host  Lisa Karraker 

   

TODAY AT FIRST 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, NOVEMBER 27 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Advent All-Ages Event HOLY CROSS HALL 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

8:00 PM Compline @ Heinz Chapel OAKLAND 
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CALENDAR 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

6:00 PM Christian Education Committee Meeting ZOOM 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

    

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30       Saint Andrew, Apostle 

8:00 AM Social Ministry Meal Prep KITCHEN 

12:10 PM Noonday Holy Communion NAVE 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting MEZZANINE 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 

6:30 PM Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3     Francis Xavier, Missionary 

    

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 4 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Congregational Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

12:15 PM College Student Luncheon & Holiday Market Outing FLC / MARKET SQUARE 

4:00 PM Advent Vespers NAVE 

8:00 PM Compline @ Heinz Chapel OAKLAND 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Church of the Redeemer 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


