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FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU  
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  
 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  
. 

ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  
 

YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters 

in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after 

worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs. 
  
PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Tickets must be validated by the attendant at the reception desk.  

Street parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, except in areas 

with no parking signage.  
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 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS   

FLOWERS   

THE CENTERPIECE  THE SIDE VASES  

is given in memory  

of Hilda Lindner by 

Dorothy Lindner. 

are given in celebration of the 

60th anniversary of the ordination 

of John J. Wenke by his daughter, 

Theresa Schroeder and family. 

 SANCTUARY  VOTIVE 

LAMPS 
November 7 - 20 

is given in memory of 

Juanita Jones. 

is given in memory of  

The Rev. Dr. Paul Kane  

by Beth Kane. 

COMMON CUP OFFERED ONCE AGAIN We have now returned to offering 

the common cup at communion. We will continue using small glasses as an option, 

but we do not plan to return to intinction (dipping the host in the cup) at this time.   
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers 

who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the 

altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. 

Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may be re-

ceived by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled 

from a pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center 

aisle, and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you 

need to have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 
If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 

you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not 

to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving  

communion (or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  
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THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
 

November 20, 2022—8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices before worship. 

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer: 

 

() O Lord our God, You alone are the Most Holy King  

and Ruler of all nations. Protect and preserve us against all evil.  

Forgive us, O Sovereign King, our sins against you and have mercy on us. 

For you are the King of mercy, and the God of our salvation. 

    (Read Ps. 24, p. 225)  

THE PRELUDE Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice Matthias Weckmann     

 Now Thank We All Our God  Georg Friedrich Kaufmann  

Wilbur Held 

   

TEMPLE TALK  Sarah Warner 

The people stand as the bells peal. 

The people may turn in place to follow the cross as it passes. 
 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN Rejoice! The Lord is King LBW 171 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE Worthy is Christ 

C —All  / 1—Women / II—Men 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  

  

 

 

 

 

 P Let us pray. 

  Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your beloved 

  Son, whom you anointed priest forever and king of all creation: Grant that all the 

  people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united under the  

  glorious and gentle rule of your son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen   Sung on one tone. 
 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Jeremiah 23:1-6 

L A reading from Jeremiah. 

  

 1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

 the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the  

 shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and 

 have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you 

 for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 
 flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to 

 their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over 

 them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, 

 nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 

 when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 

 deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days  

 Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he 

 will  be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”   

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium  LBW Tone 8 

Sung responsively, Choir / All 

1 God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 

  a very present | help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,* 

  and though the mountains be toppled  

  into the depths | of the sea; 
3 though its waters | rage and foam,* 

  and though the mountains tremble | at its tumult. 
4 The LORD of | hosts is with us;* 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
6 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be | overthrown;* 

  God shall help her at the | break of day. 
7 The nations make much ado, and the king- | doms are shaken;* 

  God has spoken, and the earth shall | melt away. 
8 The LORD of | hosts is with us;* 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
9 Come now and look upon the works | of the LORD,* 

  what awesome things he has | done on earth. 
10 It is he who makes war to cease in | all the world;* 

  he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  

  and burns the | shields with fire. 
11 "Be still, then, and know that | I am God;* 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth." 
12 The LORD of | hosts is with us;* 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
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The people stand.  

  

THE VERSE  C. Pock 

The Alleluia is intoned once by the Soloist / Choir, then sung by All. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. 

THE SECOND LESSON—Colossians 1:11-20 

 L A reading from Colossians. 

 
11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious  

power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while  

joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the  

inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of  

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all 

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through 

him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold  

together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in  

everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through 

him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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The people are seated, 

 

THE SERMON The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Luke 23:33-43 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the twenty-third chapter. 

 

 

 

 
 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, 

forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also 

an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him,  

saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condem-

nation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we 

deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I 

tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”   

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor LBW 172 

This page has been left intentionally blank to avoid an awkward page turn. 

The Hymn of the Day is printed on the following pages. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor LBW 172 

St. 1—All / 2—Men / 3—Women / 4—All 

All 

M 

W 

All 
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The people remain standing.  

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 C We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God  

   in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

The people kneel. 
 

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

 P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

   trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

The people offer one another the sign of peace, saying, “Peace be with you” from their pews. 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

The people stand. 

 

THE MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  

8:30 AM  King of Glory, King of Peace Charles Callahan 

    

11:00 AM  Ye Servants of God Henry Coleman 

  Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad his  

wonderful Name. The Name all victorious of Jesus extol: his kingdom is 

glorious and rules over all. Salvation to God who sits on the throne! Let  

all cry aloud and honor the Son. The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 

fall down their faces, and worship the Lamb. Then let us adore, and give 

him his right, all glory and power, all wisdom and might. All honor and 

blessing, with angels above, and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love.  
        CHARLES WESLEY, 1745 
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THE PREFACE 

 P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer  

  thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;   

  Who on this day destroyed death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth, and the 

  hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

  Merciful Father  

 C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our  

  selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

  Receive them for the sake of him who offered  himself for us,  

  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

SURSUM CORDA 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

  whom you have sent to redeem us, and to herald your rule over all things. In Jesus, 

  born of David’s royal line, your grace and truth dwelt with us. A king as no other, 

  his majesty was revealed in mercy.  

 

  But the powers of evil sought to destroy him. Condemned, his captors mocked 

  him. Thorns became his only crown, a reed, his only scepter, the cross on which 

  he died, his only earthly throne. 

  

  But from the cross, his arms stretched out in love to embrace a broken and  

  bleeding world. From the grave you raised him to life, triumphant over the evil  

  powers of this world, resplendent in glory to rule over all creation. Crowned as 

  Lord of all, the allegiance of peoples and nations belongs to him alone, for his reign 

  is of peace, compassion, and justice. 
 

 

 

 

SANCTUS 



 

20 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 

    Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. 

    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 P Remembering your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this 

  bread and wine and celebrate his death and resurrection, offering ourselves to you, 

  a living and holy sacrifice in Christ our Lord, proclaiming his death until he comes:   

 C  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

 P  Establish Christ’s reign in every land and every heart, that the world may live in his 

  love and rejoice in his justice, secure in his peace. Keep us faithful in your service 

  until Christ comes in that final victory, when we shall feast with the redeemed of  

  all the ages in the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 P Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 

  that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be for us the body and blood  

  of Christ, your Son. Made one with Christ in his sacrifice, grant that all who share 

  in this bread and cup may become one in the unity of the Spirit, to the glory of  

  your name. 

 C  Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 

 

 P  Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 

  unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as 

  victorious Lord of all. 
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AGNUS DEI   

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

THE FRACTION 

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.   

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  

C Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

  but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

 

The people are seated. 
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THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a 

wafer into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may 

be received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, and return 

your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to have communion 

brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be 

assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you 

may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion (or a blessing), you may return to your 

seat by the side aisles.  

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN Jesus, Remember Me ELW 616 
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HYMN The Head That Once Was Crowned LBW 173 
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When all have communed, the people stand. 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

 power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

 through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;  

 for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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THE HYMN TO CLOSE Christ is the King! LBW 386 

Printed on the following page. 

 

 

 

THE SOLEMN BLESSING 

A Let us bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing. 

 

  Silence 

 

P  May almighty God protect you from all harm  

  and bless you with every good gift. 

C Amen  (Sung on one tone.) 

 

P  May God set your hearts on the words of eternal life  

  and lead you to joy everlasting. 

C Amen 

 

P  May God grant you knowledge of what is right and good,  

  that you may walk in the way of the commandments and  
  become heirs with the saints in the heavenly city. 

C Amen 

 

P  May the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the  Son,  

  and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you and remain with you for ever. 

C Amen 



 

26 

THE DISMISSAL 

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God 

(Marche Triomphale, Op. 65, No. 59) Sigfried Karg-Elert 

     

THE HYMN TO CLOSE Christ is the King! LBW 386 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING ON GRANT STREET: Please be aware that Sunday parking on Grant Street 

is technically only legal on our side of the street. The opposite side of the street has signs 

reading, “no parking or stopping.” We’ve observed that the police very rarely enforce that 

on Sunday mornings, but they have done so on occasion—especially, it seems, when there 

are Steelers or Penguins games in the early afternoon, including a recent Sunday. Though 

requests to officially allow parking on that side of the street were unsuccessful in the past, 

we are initiating another attempt. In the meantime, please be aware that parking there 

comes with some risk.  

 

PASTOR McCURRY TO BE AWAY: Beginning on Wednesday, November 9, 

Pastor McCurry will be on a three-week medical leave following a routine surgical 

procedure. Your prayers are most welcome. If you have an urgent pastoral need, please call 
the emergency line at 412-471-6507 and leave a message. The pastoral staff member on 

duty will return your call as soon as possible. 

 

ADULT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: Today Pastor Evans concludes his three-week 

series on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Life Together, a brief book that reflects on the nature and 

practices of Christian community. You're welcome to consider reading the book, though 

the class will be accessible and engaging for everyone.  

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY CHURCH OF THE WEEK: Smithfield United Church of 

Christ will be on duty Monday-Thursday, November 21-23. Any in need of crisis counseling 

may be directed accordingly. 

 

THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will next meet on Thursday, December 8 at  

12:00 PM. No book discussion for this meeting - just a festive get-together! Speak with 

Anne Harmon for full details! 

 

DESIGNATED OFFERINGS: THE THANKSGIVING offering has been designated 

for our Stay at Home Mission Work Camp.Stay at Home Work Camp is a summer work 

camp for youth from the Pittsburgh area based at Christ Lutheran in Millvale. Your donation 

helps fund this camp, where youth supervised by adults make home repairs for low-income 

residents. Please use the Thanksgiving envelope in your offering envelope box, or, make 

your check payable to "First Lutheran Church" and mark it “Thanksgiving.”  

 

PLEASE NOTE: On New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, there will be only one liturgy at 

10:00 AM. 
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THE ALL AGES ADVENT ACTIVITY & BREAKFAST will take place Sunday 

November 27 at 9:45 in Holy Cross Hall! Please bring a breakfast item to share while we 

enjoy fellowship and a family activity.  

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 On this day, we will 

gratefully receive pledges of financial support for the ministry of the parish in the coming 

year. Our Finance Committee, Stewardship Committee, and Congregation Council have 

been working in cooperation with all of our parish program committees to establish a 

Proposal for Ministry, 2023 that reflects our priorities and is built on realistic expectations 

of support.  

 

THE ANNUAL COOKIE WALK will take place on Sundays December 4 and 11 in 

between liturgies and after the 11:00 AM liturgy. The proceeds from the Cookie Walk go to 

support the Youth Ministries here at First. There is a sign up sheet in the Parish House if 

you would like to make cookies for the Cookie Walk. If you have any questions, please 
contact Theresa Schroeder at schroet532@gmail.com. Thank you!  

 

SAVE THE DATE: ADVENT VESPERS will be prayed on Sunday, December 4 at 

4:00 PM. Enhance your observance of Advent by joining us in prayer and song! 

 

2023 LITURGICAL CALENDARS ARE NOW AVAILABLE for $2.00 at the 

reception desk. See Suanne to purchase your copy, today! 

 

 

F I N A N C I A L   

CONGREGATION MEETING  
 

The purpose of this December meeting is to take action on the Congregation Council’s 

Proposal for Ministry, 2023.  This proposal (budget) has been developed with the 

involvement of parish committees, staff, and the Council itself.  All Voting Members  

are urged to be present.  Voting Members are defined as those members of the 

congregation who have communed and made a contribution of record in the past year.  

 

9:45 AM on Sunday, December 4 

in Holy Cross Hall 
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FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION: At First Church, any baptized Christian may 

come to the altar and receive Holy Communion, including infants and small children at the 

discretion of their parents. We also offer formal First Holy Communion with instruction, 

usually about twice annually. We recommend, if they’re not already communing, that  

children should receive formal First Holy Communion by around kindergarten. An  

opportunity for instruction is provided beforehand. Those who began communing at a 

younger age are also encouraged to attend instruction. The next date for First Holy 

Communion is Sunday, December 11. First Holy Communiom Instruction will be 

Sunday, December 4 after the 11:00 AM liturgy. Please speak with one of the pastors 

with any questions or contact the church office to let us know your child will be ready for 

the next opportunity for instruction, First Holy Communion, or both.  

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING We are looking for families to volunteer to light the 

Advent Wreath in our worship services throughout the season of Advent. If you and your 
family would like to assist worship in this way, please sign-up for a specific date and time in 

the Parish House. All ages are welcome!  

 

THE ADULT & YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP ADVENT PARTY will 

resume this year on Friday, December 9, at 7:00 PM in Holy Cross Hall! The event will 

be catered with hearty appetizers and desserts. There will be vegan and gluten free options 

available. All adults are invited to attend and BYOB if so desired. For those that prefer door 

to door service, there will be volunteers to valet your car to and from the garage for you. 

Please RSVP in the Parish house or email Christine Hoffman at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org so we 

know how many to expect.  

 

TWEEN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! Like most of God's unfolding story, the 

humble birth of our Lord was a big mystery to almost everyone at the time. On Saturday 

December 10th from 2:00-4:00 PM our 3rd-6th graders will be taken back to the time 

of Jesus to solve the mysteries of His birth by decoding facts in a Nativity themed escape 

room! Following the activities we will decorate and enjoy Christmas cookies and hot 

chocolate. RSVP to Kim Wilson at kimberlyjhwilson@gmail.com and be sure to 

mention any food allergies. 
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TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS/SPECIAL MUSIC: Help adorn the chancel at 

Christmas and/or provide special music! Donating to the cost of the poinsettias is a beautiful 

way to honor or remember a loved one, or to glorify God. Flowers and music can be 

donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in celebration 

of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or family. You can also 

make a special gift to First Lutheran Church to support our Music Ministry, including special 

music for Christmas. Your dedications will appear in a booklet. Christmas Poinsettia and 

Music order forms are located in the announcements section of this bulletin, on the ushers’ 

table, and in the Parish House. Please complete a form and return it to the Parish Office, or 

call Christine at 412-471-8125. The deadline for ordering poinsettias is Friday, 

December 9.  

 

TIME TO BAKE! COOKIES ARE NEEDED for the German Christmas Service 
Reception on Sunday, December 18 as well as for Cheer Baskets for our homebound 

members. For the Cheer Baskets, if you can bake cookies or make a (non-perishable) savory 

snack, please bake 1-3 dozen cookies/snacks with NO nuts and bring them packed 1-4 

cookies in individual sandwich bags. Please deliver them to the church by the assembly date 

which is Friday, December 16. You can sign up to bake a sweet or savory treat on the sheet 

in the Parish House, or contact Christine in Parish office 412-471-8125 or 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org.  

 

CHEER BASKETS: If you would like to deliver a Cheer Basket to a specific homebound 

member, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish House. Cheer baskets will be assembled 

Friday, December 16, and will be available for delivery on Sunday, December 18. This 

tradition brings so much joy to the homebound members, as well as to the deliverers! 

Thank you!  

 

MEAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES:  First seeks volunteers to either help prepare 

meals here in our church kitchen or to deliver them to Bethlehem Haven (benefiting  

homeless women, based in Lower Hill) and/or Community 341 (a joint Lutheran  

Presbyterian ministry in Brookline, providing fellowship, worship, and a free meal). Meal 

preparation will occur on all Wednesdays through the end of December.  Meal-

preparing volunteers will meet in our FLC kitchen from 8:00 AM- 1:00 PM to assist 

Susan Bruder in the preparation of 60-100 meals, After they are completed, we will also 

need one volunteer to deliver the meals to Bethlehem Haven. If you would like to help, 

please go to https://tinyurl.com/ meals4bethlehem and click "Open with Google docs" to 

sign up for a role on a particular date.  
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  
 

Eucharistic prayer composed by The Rev. Harold M. Daniel. 
 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIP  FLC Youth Group will be 

taking a mission trip to Niagara Falls, NY this summer through Youthworks 

(youthworks.com). The dates for the trip are Sunday June 25 - Friday June 30, 2023; 

the trip is open to students who have completed 6th grade in spring 2023 through seniors 

who have graduated in the spring of 2023. Projects will focus on meeting the on-going needs 

of the Niagara Falls community, through food and clothing distribution, home repair 

projects, community beautification projects and youth programming at a local community 

center. Stay tuned for details about this exciting, impactful trip!   

 

JAIL WORSHIP MINISTRY Do you feel called to be involved in worship ministry at the 

Allegheny County Jail? Beginning in January, the chaplain's office hopes to resume welcoming 

small teams of worship leaders from Pittsburgh congregations to lead worship with  

individual pods. In the past, First Church has sent a team one Sunday each month to serve in 
this capacity and we have some open spaces on our team. A jail training will be required, 

but that date (usually a Saturday morning) has not yet been scheduled. If you have  

questions about this ministry or are interested in serving on our jail worship 

team, please contact Pastor McCurry.  

 

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: The Altar Guild is entrusted with the cleaning and set-

up of communion vessels and linens. They are scheduled on a rotating basis after the 8:30 

and 11:00 AM services , two members to each service and usually serve once or twice a 

month. Please let us know if you would be interested in serving in this way by contacting the 

church at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org or 412-471-8125.  

 

THE OFFICE OF COMPLINE will be sung by the Pittsburgh Compline Choir under the 

direction of Dr. Mark A. Boyle on Sunday evenings at 8:00 PM at Heinz Chapel on 

the campus of the University of Pittsburgh. All are welcome. First Church is a sponsor of 

the Pittsburgh Compline Choir. 

http://Seasons.com
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F A M I L Y  L I N K S  

ANGEL TREE 
 

First Lutheran is honored to continue our tradition of  

bringing joy to the families supported by Family Links  

(https://familylinks.org/) through our Angel Tree. This year,  

we have two ways to participate in our Angel Tree, both of  

which bring joy and hope to the individuals served by Family Links.  

 

1) Tags may be taken off the tree as has been our normal practice,  

 beginning on Sunday, November 13. Unwrapped gifts must be  

 returned by December 4 to the church.  

 

2) We will also be collecting monetary donations for Family Links, which  

 Family Links will use to purchase gifts for its families. If you choose to  

 participate in our in this way, please indicate on your check that your  

 donation is for the Angel Tree.  

  

 If you would like to send your donation through PayPal, simply click on the  
 donation button on the homepage of our website, or in your weekly  

 Parish News e-digest. Please indicate in the "note" section that the donation  

 is for the Angel Tree. The deadline for monetary gifts is December 4.  

 
If you have questions, please contact Lisa Karraker at karraker@verizon.net.  
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SERVING TODAY 

 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. Evans 

Preacher Pr. Evans 

Assisting Minister June Navid Vr. Rheinfrank 

Communion Assistants Vr. Rheinfrank 

Richard King 

Shannon Galgan 

Daniel Weimer 

Acolytes Roy Navid (C) 

Sadie Navid (T/A) 

Will Hansmann (T) 

Daniel Weimer (C) 

Lectors Kurt Hansmann Daniel Weimer 

Cantor  Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Vocalists Mr. André Bierman  The Parish Choir 

Head Usher  Kurt Herbst 

Ushers Kurt Hansmann Wes Nelson 

Altar Guild Gerri Giles 

Nora Nealon 

Becky Lauffer 

Kathy Lauffer 

Coffee Hour Host  Anne Harmon 

TODAY AT FIRST 

THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING, NOVEMBER 20 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

8:00 PM Compline @ Heinz Chapel OAKLAND 
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CALENDAR 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

6:30 PM Congregation Council Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

6:30 PM Pittsburgh Philatelic Society Meeting MEZZANINE 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

    

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23  

8:00 AM Social Ministry Meal Prep KITCHEN 

12:10 PM Noonday Holy Communion NAVE 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 - 25 

  Church Closed for Thanksgiving  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 

    

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, NOVEMBER 27 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Youth Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Advent All-Ages Event HOLY CROSS HALL 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Children’s Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

8:00 PM Compline @ Heinz Chapel OAKLAND 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Church of the Redeemer 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Truscott, Indonesia 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


