
  

 

 

 

 

THE  

SEVENTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 

October 2, 2022 
 

8:30 & 11:00 AM 



2 

 

 

FIRST CHURCH  WELCOMES  YOU  
 

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org.  
 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God.  
 

PARDON OUR APPEARANCE  We have long been waiting on permits to 

replace our sidewalks, steps, courtyard, and doors. In the meantime, we apologize  

for the mess and hope that work can proceed soon!  
. 

ACCESSIBILITY  Accessible entrances to the nave are available using either door 

from the courtyard. An elevator is available in the Parish House to access other levels 

of the building. The parking spaces directly in front of the building have been 

designated for those with handicapped plates or placards for their vehicles. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of 

the nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available.  

Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  
 

YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's worship boxes, with items to help engage our youngsters 

in worship, are available in the back of the nave. Please return them to an usher after 

worship. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs. 
  
PARKING 

Reduced rate parking is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty  

garage for $1.00. Tickets must be validated by the attendant at the reception desk.  

Street parking is free downtown until 1:00 PM on Sunday afternoon.  
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COMMON CUP OFFERED ONCE AGAIN For the first time since the beginning 

of the pandemic, we now return to offering the common cup at communion. We will 

continue using small glasses as an option, but we do not plan to return to intinction 

(dipping the host in the cup) at this time.   
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Holy Communion is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized believers 

who trust that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, are 

invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar 

rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a wafer into your hand. Please  

indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may be received by 

drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, 

and return your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to 

have communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  
 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 

you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not 

to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion 

(or a blessing), you may return to your seat by the side aisles.  

 ALTAR FLOWERS & LAMPS   

FLOWERS   

SIDE VASE I THE CENTERPIECE SIDE VASE II 

is given in celebration 

of Wyatt Rupp’s 

birthday by Nonnie & 

Pop-Pop Reed. 

is given in memory of Dr. & 

Mrs. William H. Gehron, Jr. by 

Amelia Gehron, Whitney Stiger, 

& family. 

is given to the glory 

of God. 

 SANCTUARY  VOTIVE 

LAMPS 

Sept 26 -  

Oct 9 

is given in memory  

of Janet Truax by  

Bill & Judy Reed   

is given in memory  

of Beth Beers by  

Lorraine Beers 
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

October 2, 2022—8:30 & 11:00 AM  

 
Thank you for silencing your electronic devices.  

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer:  

 

 O God of peace, you have taught us that in returning  

and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence shall be  

our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence,  

where we may be still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     Read Psalm 122, p. 279  

THE PRELUDE Sonata No. 1: ‘Adagio’ 

Sonata No. 4: ‘Andante religioso’ Felix Mendelssohn 

   

 

The people stand. 

 

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen  

 

 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  

  no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

  Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C Amen  

 

 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
  and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

 

 

The people kneel. A brief time is provided for reflection.  
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now ELW 527  

Printed on the following page. 

 

 P Most merciful God,  

 C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

  have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

  your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen  

 

 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,  

  forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of  

  Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness  

  of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son,  

  and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen 
 

 

The people stand as the bells peal, and may turn to follow and bow as the cross passes. 
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now ELW 527 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE Gloria in excelsis 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P Let us pray. 

  Our Lord Jesus, you have endured the doubts and foolish questions of every  

  generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge over you, and grant us the confident 

  faith to acknowledge you as Lord; who lives and reigns with the Father and the 

  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen  

 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

 L A reading from Habakkuk. 

  
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for 

help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 
3Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and  

violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack 

and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous—therefore  

judgment comes forth perverted. 
2:1I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep 

watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my  

complaint. 2Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain 

on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 37:1-10 Noli aemulari  ELW Tone 4 

Sung responsively, Soloist or Choir / All 

1 Do not fret yourself because of  | evildoers;*  

   do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.  
2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass,*  

   and like the green grass | fade away.  
3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good;*  

   dwell in the land and feed | on its riches.  
4 Take delight | in the LORD,*  

   and he shall give you your | heart's desire.  
5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your | trust in him,*  

   and he will bring | it to pass.  
6 He will make your righteousness as clear | as the light*  

   and your just dealing | as the noonday.  
7 Be still be- | fore the LORD*  

   and wait patient- | ly for him.  
8 Do not fret yourself over the | one who prospers,*  
   the one who succeeds in | evil schemes.  
9 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone;*  

   do not fret yourself; it leads on- | ly to evil.  
10 For evildoers shall | be cut off,*  

   but those who wait upon the LORD  

   shall pos- | sess the land.  

3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does 

not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look 

at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.  

 

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God 
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THE SECOND LESSON—2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 L A reading from Second Timothy. 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of 

life that is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: 

   Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 

did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your 

tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your  

sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle 

the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did 

not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of 

self-discipline. 
8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, 

but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who 

saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according 

to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the 

ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior 

Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through 

the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a  

teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the 

one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 

day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you 

have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.  

   

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God 

The people stand.  

THE VERSE The Alleluia is intoned once by the Soloist / Choir, then sung by All. 

The word of the Lord endures forever. That word is the good news that was announced to you.  
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THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Luke 17:5-10 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 

 

 

 

 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had 

faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 

and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 

tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 

table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your 

apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you 

thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have 

done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 
done only what we ought to have done!’ ”    

   

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 

The people are seated. 

THE SERMON The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

 

Following the Sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day.  

THE HYMN OF THE DAY O Jesus, I Have Promised LBW 503 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

   and born of the virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven,  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  

  and for all people according to their needs. 

 

  You may kneel or sit. A brief time for reflection is provided. 

 

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

 P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

  trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

 

 

The people stand. 
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THE PEACE 

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

The people offer one another the sign of peace, saying ‘Peace be with you.’ 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING   

8:30 AM ‘Clouds and Darkness’ (Biblical Songs No. 1) Antonín Dvořák  

11:00 AM O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright 
(Text:  St. Ambrose, 340-397 AD,  LBW 271) David Bridges 

The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 A Let us pray. Merciful Father,  

 C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

  our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

  Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

SURSUM CORDA 
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THE PREFACE 

P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

   

SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P We give you thanks, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

  known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

  spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

  Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

  to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him you have delivered us from 

  evil and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 

  error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of darkness into light,  

  out of death into life.  

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:  

     Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

     Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

     This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

     shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

     Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

 P Therefore, almighty Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 

  Lord offered for us. And believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his 

  coming again in power to share with us the great and promised feast.  

 C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

 P We offer to you the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, presenting to you, from 

  your own creation, this bread and wine. Send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 

  that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and the Blood of the New 

  Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be accepted through 

  him and be sanctified through his Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time put all things in 

  subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where we 

  may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters and receive our 

  inheritance with all your saints in light.  

 C  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  
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 P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,  

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

  until he comes as victorious Lord of all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen  

 

 

THE FRACTION 

 P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. 

  When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ. 

 C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, 

  as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

 P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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The people sit. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL  

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle. The pastor will place a 

wafer into your hand. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. The wine may 

be received by drinking directly from the common cup or with an individual glass filled from a  

pouring chalice. Please pick up a glass from the tables at the head of the center aisle, and return 

your empty glass to the tables at the head of the side aisles. If you need to have communion 

brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know.  

 

If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, you may be 

assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not to receive communion, you 

may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion (or a blessing), you may return to your 

seat by the side aisles.  
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN Holy Spirit, Truth Divine LBW 257 
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN Jesus, the Very Thought of You LBW 316 
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The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow as we are sent forth to serve. 

 

THE HYMN TO CLOSE Faith of Our Fathers LBW 500  

THE BLESSING 

 

 

 

 

 

When all have communed, the people stand. 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 A   Let us pray. 

  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

  power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

  through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

  the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 C Amen 
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THE DISMISSAL  

 A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God.  

THE POSTLUDE Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him Richard Blake 

 

       

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  

 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

http://Seasons.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

YOUTH CHOIRS: Children and youth are invited to participate in Cantate choir (K - 

grade 6, immediately after the 11:00 AM liturgy) and Bel Canto (grades 6-12 at 9:35 AM) 
each Sunday!  All singers are welcome- come, join us! 

 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENT LUNCHEON  Students are invited to 

stay for lunch on Sunday, October 9 after 11:00 AM liturgy. Friends are welcome!  

E-mail jpm@flcpittsburgh.org if you plan to attend. Please share any special dietary 

needs. During our time together, we will help with collecting and compiling personal care 

kits for Global Links. They include items essential to staying healthy and which are not  

covered by SNAP (food stamps) benefits. If you would like to offer to bring any items, 

please visit the URL below and mark your name in the column and the number you plan to 

bring:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ut8D8xNffX0AxbIVw-pVBhRqeQR0ZzkK/

edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108169107087648299376&rtpof=true&sd=true  

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: GLOBAL LINKS PERSONAL CARE KITS 

Imagine having to choose between paying the electric or the water bill. Imagine scraping to 

save enough for rent. Families struggling financially are forced to make tough choices. 

Providing Personal Care Kits, containing items essential to staying healthy and which are not 

covered by SNAP (food stamp) benefits will help. A Personal Care Kit can be packed in a 1 

or 2 gallon zip-loc style bag and should include one of each of the following items: shampoo, 

bar of soap, lotion, deodorant, toothpaste, dental floss, toothbrush, (If there is more than 

one toothbrush in a package, put it whole package. No loose toothbrushes). Include only 

NEW and FULL-SIZED items. All items should be appropriate for men.  We will not be  

accepting donations of individual items. Completed kits will be accepted in the Parish 

House until Sunday, October 9. 

 

THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will next meet on Thursday, October 13 at  

12:00 PM. They will be discussing The Thursday Murder Club, by Richard Osman. All are 

welcome—speak with Anne Harmon for full details! 

 

YOUTH GROUP: FRIDAY OCTOBER 21: The youth group will be having its next 
regular get together on Friday, October 21 at the church from 6:30-8:30 PM. This 

will be a chance to kick off the school year and get to know each other. Dinner will be  

provided. RSVPs are strongly encouraged for planning purposes. You may RSVP 

online at https://flcpittsburgh.org/2022/09/youthrsvp/ or sign-up in the Parish 

House.    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ut8D8xNffX0AxbIVw-pVBhRqeQR0ZzkK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108169107087648299376&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ut8D8xNffX0AxbIVw-pVBhRqeQR0ZzkK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108169107087648299376&rtpof=true&sd=true
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HORSEBACKRIDING FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS: High schoolers (grades 9-12) are 

invited to go horseback riding on Sunday, October 23, after 11:00 AM liturgy at Rolling 

Hills Ranch, 677 Hickory Grade Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017. We will meet at the church 

following the 11:00 AM service (at approximately 1:00 PM) for a one-hour ride starting at 

2:00 PM  Cost is $20/rider. Participants must fill out release forms, which are available at 

https://www.rolling-hills-ranch.com/download-release-forms/ Please join us for this fun 

event! Sign up by October 7 in the Parish House or by visiting our website at 

http://flcpittsburgh.org/2022/09/youth-horseback-riding-event/  

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS/PARENTS: Please send the church your college mailing ad-

dress and email address so that you can receive mail, and other communications from First 

Lutheran Church. Send to Christine at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org. Thanks and have a great year!  

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY CHURCH OF THE WEEK: First Presbyterian Church will be 
on duty Monday-Tuesday, October 3-4, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral will be on duty 

Wednesday-Thursday, October 5-6. Any in need of crisis counseling may be directed  

accordingly. 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: CLASS TOPICS 
 

Sundays, September 25 – October 23 

Pastor Caroline Mendis and lay leaders will lead a five-week series on Stewardship,  

centered on Bible study and discussions as we consider how we receive God’s gifts and 

share them faithfully with others in Christ’s name. 

 

October 2  Boss   

October 9  Stewarding Mysteries 

October 16  The Rubber and the Road 

October 23  Considering our Treasures 

 

Sundays, November 6 - November 20 

Starting on November 6, Pastor Evans will teach a four-week series on Dietrich  

Bonhoeffer's Life Together, a brief book that reflects on the nature and practices of Chris-

tian community. You're welcome to consider reading the book, though the class will be 

accessible and engaging for everyone. to download a free PDF copy of the book, visit 

https://flcpittsburgh.org/lifetogetherbonhoeffer/  
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THE OFFICE OF COMPLINE will be sung by the Pittsburgh Compline Choir under the 

direction of Dr. Mark A. Boyle on Sunday evenings at 8:00 PM at Heinz Chapel on 

the campus of the University of Pittsburgh. All are welcome. First Church is a sponsor of 

the Pittsburgh Compline Choir. 

 

MEAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES:  First seeks volunteers to either help prepare 

meals here in our church kitchen or to deliver them to Bethlehem Haven (benefiting  

homeless women, based in Lower Hill) and/or Community 341 (a joint Lutheran  

Presbyterian ministry in Brookline, providing fellowship, worship, and a free meal). Meal 

preparation will occur on all Wednesdays in October.  Meal-preparing volunteers will 

meet in our FLC kitchen from 8:00 AM- 1:00 PM to assist Susan Bruder in the  

preparation of 60-100 meals, After they are completed, we will also need one volunteer to 

deliver the meals to Bethlehem Haven. If you would like to help, please go to  

https://tinyurl.com/ meals4bethlehem and click "Open with Google docs" to sign up for a 

role on a particular date.  
 

MINISTRY SELF-DEFENSE CLASS In response to some of the special challenges that 

may arise in downtown ministry, you are invited to join First's staff members for a self-

defense class on Wednesday, November 2, 5:30-7:00 PM in Holy Cross Hall.  

Evan Antes, police communications officer at Carlow University, will demonstrate each self-

defense technique, explain its application, and then give participants the opportunity to ask 

questions and practice the strategies. Mr. Antes has served as a student therapist at  

Western Psychiatric Hospital and safety officer. He holds two third-degree black belts.  

Participants should wear comfortable and flexible attire. Sign up by emailing Christine 

Hoffman at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org.  

ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP  

OKTOBERFEST GATHERING 
 

All adults are invited to join the us on  
Friday, October 28 at 6:00 PM in Max’s Allegheny 

Tavern (537 Suismon St, Pgh 15212. )The cost is $27  

each for buffet, tax and gratuity with a cash bar.  

 

Please RSVP to Kathy Pfister at 

Kathy.Pfister@pittsburghmoves.com.  

or by purchasing a ticket in the Parish House. 
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FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION: At First Church, any baptized Christian may 

come to the altar and receive Holy Communion, including infants and small children at the 

discretion of their parents. We also offer formal First Holy Communion with instruction, 

usually about twice annually. We recommend, if they’re not already communing, that chil-

dren should receive formal First Holy Communion by around kindergarten. An opportunity 

for instruction is provided beforehand. Those who began communing at a younger age are 

also encouraged to attend instruction. Please speak with one of the pastors with any ques-

tions or contact the church office to let us know your child will be ready for the next op-

portunity for instruction, First Holy Communion, or both.  

 

AUTOMATIC GIVING: Please note that First Lutheran Church has the ability to set up 

pre-authorized withdrawals from your bank account if this method of giving is helpful to 

you. You are able to determine the frequency of giving – weekly, semi-monthly or monthly 

are options. There is a link to a one-page form on our website that can be downloaded for 

you to complete and return to Suanne O’Dell at sso@flcpittsburgh.org. The path to the in-
formation is: https://flcpittsburgh.org/about/stewardship/automatic-giving. Changes can easily 

be made to your selections at any time as your life changes. You can contact Suanne with 

any questions that you may have 412-471-8125 ext. 214.  

 

ORDER ALTAR FLOWERS AND LAMPS ONLINE! 2022 Flowers and Lamps reser-

vations are available for those who wish to make a donation. Floral arrangements and can-

dles can be donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in 

celebration of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or family. 

Your name(s) and dedication are acknowledged in the bulletin. The cost for flowers is $25 

per arrangement. The cost for the 14-day candles used in the sanctuary/votive lamps is 

$7.50. Please sign-up in the notebooks on the reception desk in the Parish House or use the 

links below or in Parish News to sign-up online: tinyurl.com/FLCaltarflowers; https://

tinyurl.com/FLCvotivelamp; https://tinyurl.com/FLCsanctuarylamp. Please contact Christine 

Hoffman at 412-471-8125 or cgh@flcpittsburgh.org with any questions.  
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SERVING TODAY 

 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. Evans Pr. McCurry 

Preacher Pr. McCurry 

Assisting Minister Kathy Pfister Vr. Rheinfrank 

Communion Assistants Pr. McCurry 

Kathy Dearth 

Pr. Evans 

Mimi Pasternak 

Crucifer    

Acolyte   

Lectors Amy Hansmann Pr. Caroline Mendis 

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Vocalists Mr. André Bierman The Parish Choir 

Musician  Ben Sommer, organ 

Head Usher  Kurt Herbst 

Ushers Kurt Hansmann Wes Nelson 

Altar Guild Zoe McCurry 

Nora Nealon 

Janet Balas 

Lorraine Beers 

Coffee Hour Host  Wes Nelson 

THIS MORNING AT FIRST 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 2 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:30 AM Bel Canto Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

10:00 AM Parish Choir Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM Cantate Rehearsal CHOIR LOFT 

8:00 PM Compline with the Pittsburgh Compline Choir HEINZ CHAPEL 
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CALENDAR 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

6:30 PM Stewardship Committee Meeting  ZOOM 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4     Francis of Assisi, Renewer of the Church 

    

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 

8:00 AM Social Ministry Meal Prep KITCHEN 

12:10 PM Noonday Holy Communion NAVE 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting MEZZANINE 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6       William Tyndale, Translator & Martyr 

    

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7       Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Pastor 

  Alert Reformation Issue Submission Deadline  

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting HOLY CROSS HALL 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 

    

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 9 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

9:45 AM Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages VARIOUS 

11:00 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed) NAVE 

12:15 PM College Student Luncheon HOLY CROSS HALL 

4:30 PM Ephesians Small Study Group ? 

8:00 PM Compline with the Pittsburgh Compline Choir HEINZ CHAPEL 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Elizabeth Rheinfrank, Pastoral Intern 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Erin E. Evans, Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale 

The Rev. Canon Natalie G. Hall, Episcopal Diocese 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella, Abiding Missions 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Truscott, Indonesia 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 


