
Easter 2021 
 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food  

 filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast  

 over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

 he will swallow up death forever.  (Isaiah 25:6-8a) 

 

Dear Beloved in Christ, 

 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 

From where I sit, the idea of the Resurrection looking like a feast certainly  

means something different today in 2021 than it did in 2019. A feast has one  
basic requirement: people show up, they eat, and they drink. We haven’t been  

able to do that safely with anyone outside of our own households for far too long. That’s beginning to change. It 

seems we won’t be quite there by Easter, but it feels like victory over this pandemic is so very close. Every taste of 

normalcy at this point begins to feel like a great feast: The return of spring weather allowing for dining out al fresco.  

Conversation with good friends around a bonfire. Reuniting with our vaccinated elders with a new confidence.  

Returning to worship in church! Hallelujah! 

 

In new ways, for me, these all point to Easter. They constitute a true foretaste of the feast to come—that feast  

after the Resurrection of the dead when we will be joined to a party of divine and unimaginable proportions.  

“Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead,” St. Paul writes. This Easter, not only will his resurrection point to new 

life in the world to come, but new life emerging in this 

world. “Because I live,” Jesus tells us, “you will live also.”  

 

Wherever you are, whatever darkness or pain or grief 

befalls you this Lent, my prayer is that the new life in 

you because of Christ outshines the darkness, and that, 

even now, you may know the bright dawn of the  

Resurrection.  

Continued on p. 2…       

Your talents and treasure are required now more than ever 

as we serve those in need and weather this difficult time together. 

Offerings may still be mailed to the church, or you may click  

below to submit your contribution securely online. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PLTNMJ9GJR944&source=url
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Upcoming Young Adult  

(18-35ish) Happenings 
 
HIKE AT FRICK PARK:  APRIL 10th  

On Saturday, April 10 at 1:00 PM, join 

First’s young adult group for a hike at Frick Park, 

meeting near the Frick Pittsburgh,  

7227 Reynolds St, Pittsburgh, PA 15208.   

RSVP to Pastor Jennifer (jpm@flcpittsburgh.org) 

so we can connect! 

 

SERVICE PROJECT DAY: MAY 1st 

Our young adult group plans to participate in a 

Camp Work Day at Camp Agape (72 Agape Rd, 

Hickory, PA), with outdoor projects like painting 

and cleaning up the outdoor spaces. The  

projects will be from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, 

but you can attend just a portion of it if that is 

what your schedule allows. Lunch will be provid-

ed by the camp. RSVP to Pastor Jennifer 

(jpm@flcpittsburgh.org) by Friday, April 

23, including any special dietary needs or time  

considerations. 

 

NEW MEMBER/VISITOR  

ORIENTATION  
An orientation for visitors and potential new 

members will be held Thursday, April 22 at 

7:00 PM via Zoom. If you are interested in 

learning more about First Lutheran Church, or 

are considering becoming a part of our church 

family, please email Pastor McCurry at 

jpm@flcpittsburgh.org. 

 

TAKE NOTE! 
 

The psalmist provides  

many options for  

offering joyous praise  

to our God.   
 

This Easter Day, we shall  

do so with “strings and  

pipe,”  the wonderful  
string trio that enhanced worship on Christmas Eve  

will return to play at all liturgies on Easter morning.   
 

The pipes of our Casavant organ will also support 

festive music.  Due to COVID restrictions, we shall 

forgo wind instruments such as trumpets and  

celebrate with music by strings.   
 

On the Day of Resurrection, let us make a joyful 

noise unto our God in our voices (albeit with  
limited hymn stanzas) and in our hearts, giving 

thanks for Christ’s victory! 
 

“Praise God in his holy temple. Praise him with lyre  

and harp. Praise him with strings and pipe” 
  (Psalm 150) 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

 

 
Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Cantor 

Continued from page 1…  

We invite you to join us in-person this Holy Week 

and Easter, or, if you’re not quite ready or  

unable, join us via livestream.  

    

On behalf of our pastors and parish staff, we wish 

you a most Blessed Easter, and we look forward 

with you to the feast to come! 

 

Christ is Risen Indeed! 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans 
Senior Pastor 

 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

mailto:jpm@flcpittsburgh.org
mailto:jpm@flcpittsburgh.org
mailto:jpm@flcpittsburgh.org
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Vicar Halle Kluever 

 

CHRISTIAN ED 

CORNER 
 

You're invited to participate in 
our Palm Sunday All-Ages 

Activity on Sunday, March 

28 at 2:00 PM. The event will 

be hosted live on Zoom, and 

we'll be creating a palm leaf 

craft! Forgot to register? Don’t  

worry! Extra craft kits will be available to pick up at 

church on Palm Sunday for those who still wish to 

participate. 
 

HOLY WEEK GUIDE FOR FAMILIES 

Families are invited to follow this link to access a 

guide of at-home activities, crafts, and reflections to 

do throughout Holy Week. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

This year, due to distancing restrictions and safety 

protocols, the Youth Group gathered at Boyce Park 

for their annual Ski Trip on February 13! Youth of 

all experience levels attended the trip, and Boyce 

was perfect for those who were new to skiing. 
 

The Youth Group met on March 20 for a scavenger 

hunt in Downtown Pittsburgh! They learned about 

the community surrounding First Church and  

explored many areas downtown, including the  

Cultural District, Market Square, and Point State 

Park.  
 

LUTHERLYN CAMPERSHIPS 

Camp Lutherlyn will be back in-person this summer 

with modifications. Registration has begun and 

camperships are available through First Lutheran 

Church. This year we have changed our policy re-

garding the camperships: First Church will be 

providing $200 towards one week of camp at 

Lutherlyn. When you register with Lutherlyn, please 

pay your registration minus the $200, and then 

email the confirmation letter with the outstanding 

amount to Suanne O’Dell (sso@flcpittsburgh.org). 

Further financial support is available if needed by 

contacting Pastor Evans. 

Maria Schroeder, Will Hansmann, John & Will Schroeder 

Nathan Gregory, Will Hansmann, Lilly Larkin, Will Schroeder, 

 John Schroeder, Grace Hall, Ben Sommer, & Pastor Evans enjoy a  

downtown scavenger hunt on Saturday, March 20. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TfJTpk-o4uz0cPeHYqwG6WIuSuab7IaG18VolfeDJ4Q/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sso@flcpittsburgh.org
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SOCIAL MINISTRY:  
Food Protection Manager Training   
 

The Social Ministry Committee hopes to develop 

ministry opportunities to use First Church’s kitchen 

to distribute prepared food to those in need in our 

community. We are required to have some  

individuals who are certified as a Food Protection 

Manager. This certification process involves two 

days of virtual class time followed by an on-site  

exam that follows COVID-19 safety requirements.  

 

One series of trainings will be offered April 13 

and 20 (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM both days) with 
an exam following on April 21. A second  

opportunity will be May 1 and 11 with an exam 

following on May 12. The church can cover the 

$100 cost if needed.  

 

Please let us know if you already have this  

certification, are open to being trained,  

or are generally interested in this developing food 

ministry by contacting Richard King at  

rcking1979@gmail.com or by calling the church  

office at 412-471-8125. 

COMING SOON:  
ANOTHER PASTOR EVANS! 
 

On April 5, Pastor Erin Evans, wife of our Senior 

Pastor, will complete her call to Peace Lutheran 

Church in Greenock and begin a term as  

Intentional Interim Pastor at Christ Lutheran 

Church in Millvale.  
 

As this is a call from the synod, as opposed to a 

congregation, she will not be considered a member 

of Christ Church. She and Vivian will, then, transfer 

their membership to First Church, and Pastor Erin 

will also be joining the ranks of our Pastors-in-

Residence.  

The Evans family. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL  

MEETING IN MAY 
The Annual Organizational Congregation 

Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 16, 

2021 in the nave before each worship  

service. For the safety of all during these 

times, there will be two sessions. The first 

session will be at 8:30 AM. Immediately  

following the meeting, worship will begin. 

The second session will be held at  

11:00 AM with worship immediately  

following. The Bulletin of Reports will be 

presented to the congregation.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Congregation Meeting 

will be available to those at home via 

ZOOM at either 8:30 or 11:00 AM.  

 

A link will be sent to  

members at a later date.  

mailto:rcking1979@gmail.com
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This summary of our  

congregation’s general fund 

activities for 2020 reflects 

that we were abundantly 

blessed with your steady 

and faithful gifts throughout 

a year that has been filled 

with trials and tribulations 

for God’s church, His  

people, and our entire  

community. 

 

In the wake of unprecedent-

ed challenges and concerns, 
weekly envelope giving 

eclipsed a record $662,500 

and drove total receipts to 

an all-time high of $815,000.  

 

Moreover, total congregational expenses of $686,600 came in under budget by more than $80,000 largely 

due to COVID constraints on our daily operations. 

 

The net result for 2020 was an operating surplus of $128,300, which will thankfully serve to replenish our 

reserves (namely, the Passavant Fund) in the wake of incurring large operating deficits for 2017, 2018, and 

2019. In addition to the $58,900 of benevolence that was distributed through our general operating activities 

($55,700 to support the Synod and $3,200 for foreign missions), another $27,300 of benevolence was  

separately distributed in accordance with individual donor designations for a total 2020 impact of $86,200. 

 

Reverence My Sanctuary collections reached $132,500 for 2020, bringing the total gifts received since  

inception of the capital campaign to more than $1,273,000. Including campaign pledge receivables of  

roughly $149,000 as of December 31, 2020, the grand total raised thus far is $1,422,000 versus our ultimate 

goal of $2,500,000. As of year-end, the congregation has borrowed approximately $358,000 from itself (i.e., 

the Passavant Fund) to finance RMS project costs in excess of collected campaign funds. 

 

As we embark on a new year of Christian witness in the heart of our city, we express profound gratitude for 

your unfailing support of our parish and its ministries, and we humbly ask that you continue giving as gener-

ously as you are able during this time when your gifts are so critically needed. Please direct any questions or 

comments you may have to our Chair of Finance, Jim Nealon, or Treasurer, Alex Gionta.  

Accounts Actual   Budget   Variance 

Revenues      

   Offerings & other gifts  $ 677,669    $ 583,900    $   93,769  

   Distributions & interest 137,266   164,450   (27,184) 

Total Revenues 814,935   748,350   66,585  

      

Expenses      

   Personnel  $ 504,010    $ 531,279    $ (27,269) 

   Benevolence 58,900   58,900   0  

   Christian Education and Youth Ministry 4,641   17,091   (12,450) 

   Evangelism and Social Ministry 2,818   5,875   (3,057) 

   Parish Operations 39,757   49,825   (10,068) 

   Property Maintenance 63,678   71,950   (8,272) 

   Worship 12,814   32,300   (19,486) 

Total Expenses 686,619   767,220   (80,601) 

      

Net Total  $128,316   

 

$(18,870)   $147,186  


