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First Church Welcomes You 
 

We extend a warm welcome and our heartfelt condolences to all who are visiting with us,  

today. If you would like to know more about our ministry in downtown and metropolitan  

Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor, any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org. 

  

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our  

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God. 

  

Assisted listening devices are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of the Nave.  

Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available. Antiseptic 

wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  

  

That we may better protect one another, masks are required 

for the duration of the liturgy, except when receiving the   

Sacrament. Masks should be closely fitted and must cover the 

mouth and nose. Exceptions will be made for those two years 

or younger. 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized  

believers who trust that Christ is present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

To receive the Sacrament, an usher will dismiss each party from their pews to come 

forward, beginning with the center aisle. The pastor will place a paper cup containing an 

individual host on the small table in front of the chancel and step back. You may then 

commune yourself. Communion will be offered only under the form of bread at this 

time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we receive the whole Christ. If you are in 

need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor. If you choose not to receive  

communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion or a  

blessing), please be prepared to exit the church through the parish house doors.  

http://www.flcpittsburgh.org
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REQUIEM EUCHARIST 
WILLIAM M. LUFT 

April 9, 1948—February 16, 2021 

 

 

Sunday, March 14, 2021—2:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the bells peal, the people stand. 

                        

THE ENTRANCE RITE 

 P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all  

  mercy and the God of all consolation. He comforts us in all our sorrows so  

  that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we  

  ourselves have received from God. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

 P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 

  buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 
  the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been 

  united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a  

  resurrection like his. 

PRELUDE In Paradisum Gerald Near 

 Behold a Host Arrayed in White John Ferguson 
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THE ENTRANCE HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father LBW 474 

St. 1– Soloist, St. 2– Pastors, St. 3– Soloist, St. 4– Congregation 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

THE  PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, William. We 

 thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage 

 on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us your aid, so 

 we may see in death the gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on 

 earth in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone 

 before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen 

 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 

 22The steadfast love of LORD never ceases, 

 his mercies never come to an end; 

 23they are new every morning; 

 great is your faithfulness. 

 24"The LORD is my portion," says my soul, 

 "therefore I will hope in him." 

 25The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 

 to the soul that seeks him. 

 26It is good that one should wait quietly 

 for the salvation of the LORD. 
 31For the LORD will not 

 reject forever. 

 32Although he causes grief, he will have compassion 

 according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 

 33for he does not willingly afflict 

 or grieve anyone.   

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 130 

Read responsively by whole verse, Leader / Congregation 
 

1Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; 

 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, 

 O Lord, who could stand? 
3For there is forgiveness with you; 

 therefore you shall be feared. 
4I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; 

 in his word is my hope. 
5My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 
6O Israel, wait for the LORD, 

 for with the LORD there is mercy; 
7with him there is plenteous redemption, 

 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON—Romans 8:18-39   
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 

own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will 

be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 

until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in 

hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 

seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things work together for good 

for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he 

predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom 

he justified he also glorified. 
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31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 

who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 

give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the 

love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 

accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE VERSE       Sung by the Soloist   

Jesus Christ is the first-born of the dead.  

To him be glory and power forever and ever.   

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL — Saint John 1:1-14  

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the first chapter. 

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the  darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was  John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through  him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.10He was in the 

world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of  
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God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 

but of God.14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE SERMON                   The Rev. Brian B. Chaffee 

Pastor, Zion’s Lutheran Church, Greensburg 

 

 

 

Following the Sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day, printed on the following page. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY         Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart   LBW 325 

St. 1– Soloist, St. 2– Pastors, St. 3– Congregation 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 

  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.   

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary.  

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

    was crucified, died, and was buried.  

   He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again.  

   He ascended into heaven,  

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The people kneel or sit. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us pray. 

  Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion,  

  in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole   
  Church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 

 

 A Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection   

  may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that through the grave and gate  of  

  death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 

 

 A Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,  

  that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 
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 A Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be  

  cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 
 

 A Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that,  

  casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 
 

 A  Grant reconciliation and peace where there is strife, that your love may overcome 

  divisions, sorrow and pain. Help us to forgive one another as you have forgiven us.  

 C  Hear us, Lord. 
 

 A Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, especially Kathy, Marilyn, Eric,  

  Mary, Allison, Steven, Deborah, Eric,  Bradley, Sharon, Alayna, Liam, Alyssa, Gavin,  

  Morgan, Toby, and Hallie; that they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the 

  comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with 

  those they love. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 
 

 A Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe  

  and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the  

  resurrection to life everlasting. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 

 

 A Grant us grace to entrust William to your never-failing love which sustained him 

  in this life. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him    

  according to the favor you bear for your people. 

 C Hear us, Lord. 
  

 P God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and   

  immortality to light. We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed  

  the power of death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven  

  to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and   

  that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able  

  to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and  

  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C Amen 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE PEACE   

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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Please feel free to share Christ’s peace with those around you verbally, but from your pew. 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

 

The people sit. 

 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY         Til We Meet Again    Robert Luft 

 

The people stand. 

  

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 A Let us pray.   

  God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of   

  grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty,  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C Amen 

 

SURSUM CORDA  

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you. 

  

 P Lift up your hearts.   

 C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THE PREFACE 

 P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  

  Who brought the light of a living hope of a blessed resurrection, that, in our grief,  
  we may rejoice in full assurance of our change into the likeness of his glory. 

  And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (Spoken) 

 C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness;  

  you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence.  

 

  We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us. We thank you for  

  the new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all. We praise you   

  for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of your promise: the   

  rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the memory of the fathers,   

  the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' words that will not be in vain. 

 

  In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, 

  who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave   

  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,   

  saying:  

    

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

   people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 P For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

 P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of   

  your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made with us. We remember   
  the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of  

  death. But chiefly on this day we remember his rising from the tomb, his    

  ascension to the seat of power, and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. 

 

  We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again  

  in beauty and power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

 C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share  

  in this bread and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

  may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may receive our  

  inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

  until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

C Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirt,  

  all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

  Amen 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 P Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us. 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

THE FRACTION 

P Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

C Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI     Sung by the Soloist. 

 

 



16 

 

THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 

 

To receive the Sacrament, an usher will dismiss each party from their pews to come forward,  

beginning with the center aisle. The pastor will place a paper cup containing an individual host on the 

small table in front of the chancel and step back. You may then commune yourself. Communion will 

be offered only under the form of bread at this time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we  

receive the whole Christ. If you are in need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor.  

After receiving communion (or a blessing), please return to your seat. A basket will be found  

nearby where you may place your paper cup.  

 

When all have communed, the people stand for: 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 A Let us pray. 

  Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have given us a  

  foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a   

  comfort in affliction and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there  

  is no death, neither sorrow or crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints;  

  through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

THE COMMENDATION  

 P Let us commend William to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

  Silence is kept.  
 

 P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, William.  

  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your  

  own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your  

  mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the  

  glorious company of the saints in light. 

 C Amen 

 

The ministers process to the Lamb of God Oratory with the family. 

The people may turn to face the cross as it passes. 

 



17 

 

THE COMMITTAL      

 A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord;  

  “he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,  

  and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.”  (John 11:25-26a) 
 

 P Almighty God, by the death and burial of Jesus, your anointed, you have destroyed 

  death and sanctified the resting places of all your saints. Keep our brother, William, 

  whose ashes we now lay to rest, in the company of all your saints and, at the last,  

  raise him up to share with all your faithful people the endless joy and peace won  

  through the glorious resurrection of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 
 

 The urn is placed into the columbarium. 
 

 P In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through  

  our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty God our brother,  

  William, and we commit his remains to their resting place;  

  earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  
 

  The Lord bless him and keep him. The Lord make his face shine  

  on him and be gracious to him. The Lord look upon him with favor  

  and give him peace. 

 C Amen 
 

 A Lord Jesus, by your death you took away the sting of death. Grant to us, your  

  servants, so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length  

  fall asleep peacefully in you and wake in your likeness; to you, the author and  

  giver of life, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

 C Amen 
 

 P Rest eternal grant him O Lord; 

 C and let light perpetual shine upon him. 
 

 Taps is played by Bill Seitz in honor of Bill’s service to our country.  

  

 The ministers process to the rear of the nave. 

  

 P The God of peace—who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,   

  the great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant— 

  make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which  

  is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

  C Amen 
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THE BLESSING 

 P Almighty God, Father  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE HYMN TO CLOSE O God, Beyond All Praising ELW 880 

St. 1-Soloist, St. 2– Pastors, St. 3– Congregation 
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SERVING AT THE LITURGY 

Presiding Minister  The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

Preacher The Rev. Brian B. Chaffee 

      Pastor, Zion’s Lutheran Church, Greensburg 

Assisting Minister/Thurifer The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Tenor Soloist André Bierman 

Lectors Eric Luft, Allison Luft Templin 

Guest Pianist Robert Luft 

Taps Bill Seitz 

Head Usher 

Ushers 

Kurt Herbst 

Maggie Wolfram 

Wesley Nelson 

 

THE DISMISSAL  

 

 P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                      A Mighty Fortress is Our God    Michael Praetorius 

 

Please remain in your pew until an usher dismisses you. To maintain social distancing, 

we ask you to then move outdoors immediately where you may greet others. The 

family and pastors will be available to greet you in the courtyard. 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Halle Kluever, Pastoral Assistant 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mr. André Bierman, Tenor Soloist 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

Ms. Ellen Gross, Music Assistant 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Canon Natalie L. G. Hall, Episcopal Diocese 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline M. Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Truscott, Singapore 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 

SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship  

8:30 AM Holy Communion 

9:45 AM Walk/Drive-Up  

Distribution of the 

Sacrament 

11:00 AM Holy Communion 

  

Weekdays  

Noonday liturgies remain 

 suspended until further notice. 

The church office staff is available for 

telephone contact, Monday through 

Friday, from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 


