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FIRST CHURCH WELCOMES YOU 
  

We extend a warm welcome to all who are joining us online today and hope you will 

worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more  

about our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh,  

please visit our website at www.flcpittsburgh.org, or our Facebook page  

at www.facebook.com/firstlutheranchurchpittsburgh. 

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized  

believers who trust that Christ is present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

To receive the Sacrament, you may come to the church building to receive walk-up or 

drive-up Communion from 9:30 - 11:00 AM. A pastor will be on duty in the courtyard 

to offer prayers with you and distribute the Sacrament. Communion will be offered  

only under the form of bread at this time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we 

receive the whole Christ.  

 

If you are in need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor.  

 

That we may better protect one another, masks are required 

when you are in the building or on the courtyard, except when 

receiving the Sacrament. Masks should be closely fitted and 

must cover the mouth and nose. Please observe recommended 

social distancing guidelines when you are waiting to receive 

communion.  

 

  

http://www.flcpittsburgh.org
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You may mail your offerings to the church,  

bring them when you come to outdoor distribution,  

or click below to do- nate electronically via 

PayPal. 

 ALTAR FLOWERS  

CENTERPIECE 
Given in celebration of the 14th birthday of granddaughter, 

Fiona Marin Weimer, by George and Beatrice Weimer. 

  

 

 SANCTUARY & VOTIVE LAMPS  
January 18– 31 

SANCTUARY LAMP Burns in memory of Sharon Griffee, given by Beth Kane. 

VOTIVE LAMP Burns in memory of Pastor David P. Gleason,  

given by Christine Hoffman. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=7AP4SW9NZ2WQS
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

January 24, 2021—8:30 AM 

 

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer: 

 

 Bless me, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, that  

in your glory I may be still and adore you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   Read Psalm 99, p. 262  

 

 

 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen  

 

 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

  from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

  the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

  worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C Amen  

 

 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

  us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

 

 

 

The people kneel or stand. A brief time is provided for reflection.  

PRELUDE Variations on ‘Adoro te devote’ Gerald Near 
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 P Most merciful God,  

 C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free  

  ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

  deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

  loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

  Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

  us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

  to the glory of your holy name. Amen  

 

 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

  sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

  Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

  entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

   Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen 

 

The people stand as the bells peal. 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P Let us pray. 

  Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to 

  teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit, that 

  we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the  

  brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your  

  Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

 C Amen  

 

The people are seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON—Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to  

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So  

Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 

Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began 

to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and 

Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 

proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 

them; and he did not do it.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 62:6-14 

Read responsively by whole verse, Leader / All 
6For God alone my soul in silence waits; truly, my hope is in him. 
7He alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold,  

 so that I shall not be shaken. 
8In God is my safety and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
9Put your trust in him always, O people,  

pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
10Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath,  

 even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
11On the scales they are lighter than a breath, all of them together. 
12Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;  

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
13God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,  
 that power belongs to God. 
14Steadfast love is yours, O Lord,  

 for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
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THE VERSE Sung by Soloist C. Pock 

 Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God  

has come near; repent, and believe in the good news. Alleluia.  

THE SECOND LESSON—1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let 

even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who 

mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though 

they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no posses-

sions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with 

it. For the present form of this world is passing away.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Mark 1:14-20 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother  

Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 

them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they 

left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 

nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the 

boat with the hired men, and followed him.  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The people are seated. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LBW  503 

 

THE SERMON                                    Vicar Halle Kluever 

 

Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

   and born of the virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven,  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  

  and for all people according to their needs. 
 

  You may kneel or sit. A brief time for reflection is provided. 
  

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

 P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

  trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 
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THE PEACE 

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  

Thank you for supporting the ministry we share together.  

You may mail your offerings to the church,  

bring them when you come to outdoor distribution,  

or click below to donate electronically via PayPal.  

CLICK HERE  

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 A Let us pray. Blessed are you,  

 C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 

  you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  

  ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 

  redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 

  gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

 

SURSUM CORDA  

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

CANTICLE What Shall I Render to the Lord?  

 Sung by the Soloist  

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=7AP4SW9NZ2WQS
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THE PREFACE 

 P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our 

  Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 

  that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light, And so, with 

  the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

  join their unending hymn:   

 

 

SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P You are indeed holy, O God. You surround us with your glory and 

  mercy, and in the splendor of your heavenly light you lead us  

  through the darkness of this world. You led your people Israel by a 

  pillar of fire, as you delivered them from bondage and brought them 

  to the promised land. By the light of Bethlehem’s star you led the  

  sages to your beloved Son, revealing him to the nations as  

  King of kings and Lord of lords.    

 

  In words, signs and wonders your Son gave the light of hope to the 

  hopeless and healing to the downcast. Then, at the appointed time, 

  he stretched out his hands on the cross, showing forth the brilliance 

  of a life freely given, that all may have life in him.  

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

    Do this for the remembrance of me.  

  

  Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

  gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

   Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

  With joy we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

 P Gracious Father, we give you thanks for the light of our Lord’s  

  passion and his victory over the grave. We rejoice that you have  
  made us your people, by Christ’s redeeming love. We pray that by 

  your Holy Spirit you will bless and sanctify this Holy Communion,  

  that we may be illumined in faith as we partake of Christ’s body and 

  blood, renewed in the forgiveness of sins, and joyous in our hope for 

  your eternal kingdom.  

 C Amen. Come Holy Spirit.  
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 P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 

  place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 

  priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P Let us pray with confidence to the Father  

  in the words our Savior gave us. 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen  
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THE FRACTION 

 P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. 

  When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ. 

 C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, 

  as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

 P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

The people sit. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

THE COMMUNION OF THE MINISTERS 

 

The people stand.  

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 
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THE HYMN TO CLOSE Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 A   Let us pray. 

  Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,  

  and unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 C Amen 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
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THE DISMISSAL  

 A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

To receive the Sacrament, you may come to the church building to receive walk-up or drive-up 

Communion from 9:30 - 11:00 AM. A pastor will be on duty in the courtyard to offer prayers 

with you and distribute the Sacrament. Communion will be offered only under the form of 

bread at this time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we receive the whole Christ.  

If you are in need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor.  
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  
 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS  
FEBRUARY 17: The pilgrimage of 

Holy Lent toward the Cross and 

Resurrection of our Lord begins on 

February 17. The Resurrection of 

Our Lord is April 4.  Mark your 

calendars today! 

 

HOLY COMMUNION WITH  

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
12:00 PM, & 7:00 PM  

(in- person, limited capacity) 

Please RSVP. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Distribution with prayers in the 

Courtyard 

5:00– 6:30 PM  

http://Seasons.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES: In-person worship, with reduced capacity, 

will resume on Sunday, February 7, with liturgies at 8:30 and 11:00 AM. Please 

RSVP if you plan to attend. Courtyard Communion will continue to be offered as well 

as drive-up distribution of the Sacrament on Sundays from 9:30 - 10:30 AM.  

 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL: BOOK DISCUSSION You're welcome to 

participate in a monthly Zoom discussion of The Color of Compromise: the Truth 

About the American Church's Complicity in Racism by Jemar Tisby beginning on 

Monday, February 1 at 6:30 PM, when we will discuss chapters 1 and 2. For each 

chapter there are also 20 minute videos available on Amazon Prime. Please contact 

Pastor McCurry in order to receive the Zoom connection information 

(jpm@flcpittsburgh.org) or if you're interested in participating but cannot attend on 

Monday evenings.  

 

ADULT EDUCATION INTENTIONAL SMALL GROUPS:  In addition to 

First's monthly book discussions, adults are invited to consider whether they would 

like to be involved in an intentional small group, which in the fall chose to meet 

biweekly (twice a month). These are an opportunity to get to know and spend time 

with a group of adults from First on a new level, sharing prayer requests, and reflecting 

on scripture together with the help of leadership from the Yale Bible Study program. 

This semester groups will be studying 1 Corinthians. Express your interest and 

availability at this link: https://flcpittsburgh.org/2021/01/smallgroups/ by Monday, 

February 1. Groups will begin meeting later that month, with details chosen by each 

group. If you have questions, please contact Pastor McCurry (jpm@flcpittsburgh.org).  

 

WILLIAM J. WOLF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND was created by a 

bequest from William J. Wolf, founder and president of General Cleaning Company. 

Although Mr. Wolf completed high school, he did not have the means to attend 

college, which he regretted. Through the establishment of this fund, he is able to give 

back in perpetuity to the Pittsburgh community that he and his wife, Elizabeth, loved, 

and to the Lutheran faith which they supported during their lifetimes. This scholarship 

is to assist with the college or graduate level education of students of Lutheran 

denominations who have a residence in Allegheny County and maintain good grades. 

For further information you may contact The Pittsburgh Foundation: Jennifer Marino at 

marinoj@pghfdn.org. To download the Scholarship Application go to https://

pittsburghfoundation.org/scholarship/1631 

Completed applications are due March 31, 2021.  

https://flcpittsburgh.org/2021/01/smallgroups/
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WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT: Alex Yannacci and Mike Peloni plan to be 

married at First Lutheran Church on Saturday, January 30 at 4:00 PM. They request 

your prayers.  

 

YOUNG ADULT HIKE: Consider joining our young adult group (ages 18-35ish) for 

a local, socially-distanced hike on Sunday, January 31 at 2:30 PM. We'll meet at the 

parking lot next to the Allegheny Observatory in Riverview Park near the north side of 

Pittsburgh. If you're interested, contact Pastor McCurry (jpm@flcpittsburgh.org) so we 

can facilitate the meet up or make decisions about alternate plans if there is inclement 

weather.  

 

DUFF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: Are you a protestant student who has 

attended high school or been home schooled at least two academic years in Allegheny 

County, PA? Are you a high school senior or high school graduate planning to enroll 

(or already enrolled) in a full-time undergraduate course of study leading to a 

bachelor’s degree at an accredited four-year education institution? Do you have a 

cumulative grade point average of at least 2.8 on a 4.0 scale? You may be eligible for aid 

from the Lola G. Duff and William H. Duff, II Scholarship Program. Information is 

available from the following URL: https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/duffscholarship/ 

The application deadline is March 15, 2021. Act now – only the first 1,000 

applications received will be considered. 

 

2021 FLOWER and SANCTUARY/VOTIVE LAMP NOTEBOOKS are 

available for those who wish to make a donation. Floral arrangements and candles can 

be donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in 

celebration of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or 

family, which is acknowledged in the bulletin. The cost for flowers is $25 per 

arrangement. The cost for the 14 day candles used in the sanctuary/votive lamps is 

$7.50. Please contact Christine at 412-471-8125 or cgh@flcpittsburgh.org to sign up. 

 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2021 have been 

mailed to your homes this year. Please let us know if you did not receive them. 
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DESIGNATED OFFERINGS: The LENT OFFERING has been designated for 

“Bridge to the Mountains,” a full-time dedicated street outreach organization that 

assists individuals living on the streets of Allegheny County in accessing and navigating 

available resources. Your donation helps fund ongoing outreach as well as summer 

outdoors retreats for these individuals and the people who work with them. Please use 

the LENT envelope in your offering envelope box, or, make your check payable to 

"First Lutheran Church" and mark it “LENT.”  

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY: Smithfield United UCC will be on duty January 25-29. 

Those seeking crisis counseling may be directed accordingly.  

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS TO THE WALK-IN 

PANTRY! We have restocked the pantry and have plenty of hats and gloves to give 

away this winter. We can once again take a pause in donations. Thank you again for 

your support of this vital ministry! Our next week of service begins February 1. 
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SERVING THIS MORNING 

Presiding Minister The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

Assisting Minister / Preacher Vicar Halle Kluever 

Tenor Soloist Mr. André Bierman 

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

     

TODAY  

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed on YouTube & Facebook)  

9:30 AM Outdoor Distribution of the Sacrament (walk/drive-up, through 11:00 AM) 

2:00 PM Confirmation Class (Zoom) 

   

 

 You may mail your offerings to the church,  

bring them when you come to outdoor distribution,  

or click below to donate electronically via PayPal. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=7AP4SW9NZ2WQS


23 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY, JANUARY 25       The Conversion of Saint Paul 

  The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends. 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (at First Church) 

   

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26       Timothy, Titus, & Silas: Missionaries 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27    Lydia, Dorcas, & Phoebe: Witnesses to the Faith 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28       Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274), Teacher 

   

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 

6:00  PM Wedding Rehearsal 

   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 

9:00 AM Icefest (Prerecorded on YouTube) 

4:00 PM Yannacci / Peloni Wedding (Livestreamed on YouTube & Facebook) 

   

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 31 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed on YouTube & Facebook) 

9:30 AM Outdoor Distribution of the Sacrament (walk/drive-up, through 11:00 AM) 

2:30 PM Young Adult Hike (at Observatory Park) 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, STS, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Halle Kluever, Pastoral Assistant 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mr. André Bierman, Tenor Soloist 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffmann, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

Ms. Ellen Gross, Music Assistant 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Canon Natalie L. G. Hall, Episcopal Diocese 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline M. Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Truscott, Singapore 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 

 

SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship  

8:30 AM Holy Communion 

Livestreamed Online 

only 

9:30 AM- 

11:00 AM 

Walk/Drive-Up  

Distribution of the 

Sacrament 

Weekdays  

Noonday liturgies remain 

 suspended until further notice. 

The church office staff is available for 

telephone contact, Monday through 

Friday, from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 


