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FIRST CHURCH WELCOMES YOU 
  

We extend a warm welcome to all who are joining us online today and hope you will 

worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more  

about our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh,  

please visit our website at www.flcpittsburgh.org, or our Facebook page  

at www.facebook.com/firstlutheranchurchpittsburgh. 

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized  

believers who trust that Christ is present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

To receive the Sacrament, you may come to the church building to receive walk-up or 

drive-up Communion from 9:30 - 11:00 AM. A pastor will be on duty in the courtyard 

to offer prayers with you and distribute the Sacrament. Communion will be offered  

only under the form of bread at this time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we 

receive the whole Christ.  

 

If you are in need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor.  

 

That we may better protect one another, masks are required 

when you are in the building or on the courtyard, except when 

receiving the Sacrament. Masks should be closely fitted and 

must cover the mouth and nose. Please observe recommended 

social distancing guidelines when you are waiting to receive 

communion.  

 

  

http://www.flcpittsburgh.org
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You may mail your offerings to the church,  

bring them when you come to outdoor distribution,  

or click below to donate electronically via PayPal. 

 ALTAR FLOWERS  

CENTERPIECE Given to the Glory of God. 

AT THE BAPTISTRY 
Given to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for the baptism 

of Charles Harmon Weiner, by John and Anne Harmon. 

 

 SANCTUARY & VOTIVE LAMPS  
January 4-17 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

Burns in memory of Jennifer Kane, given by Beth Kane. 

VOTIVE LAMP Burns in memory of Jennifer Kane, given by Beth Kane. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=7AP4SW9NZ2WQS
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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 

January 10, 2021—8:30 AM 

 

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer: 

 

 Bless me, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, that  

in your glory I may be still and adore you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   Read Psalm 99, p. 262  

 

The people stand.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

 P In the name of the Father, and of  the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen  

 

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C  And also with you.  
 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 C It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

 P Ever-living Father, author of creation, we give you thanks for your gift of 

  water that brings life and refreshes the earth. We bless and praise you, 

  for by water and the Word we are cleansed from sin and receive  

  everlasting life. Join us again this day to the saving death of Christ;  

  renew in us the living fountain of your grace; and raise us with Christ 

  Jesus to live in newness of life. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 C Amen 
 

P May almighty God  cleanse us of our sins, and through  

 the Eucharist we celebrate prepare us to sit at the table  

 of his heavenly banquet.  

C Amen  

 

The bells peal. 

 

PRELUDE O Christ, Our Hope  

 Salvation Unto Us Has Come Dietrich Buxtehude 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE   
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 P Let us pray. 

  Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you  

  proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy 

  Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful in their calling to 

  be your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through

  your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C Amen Sung on one tone. 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Genesis 1:1-5 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be 

light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the first day.  

L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God.  
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 29 

Read responsively by whole verse, Leader / All 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6he makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;  

the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe  

 and strips the forests bare. 
9And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11The LORD shall give strength to his people; 

the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON—Acts 19:1-7 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and 

came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we 

have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then 
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 

who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were  

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7altogether there were about twelve of them.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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THE VERSE Sung by Soloist C. Pock 

Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,  

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” Alleluia.  

The people stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Mark 1:4-11 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of  

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate  

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 

sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the  

heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The people are seated. 
 

THE SERMON                         The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

 

 

 

 

Following the sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY We Know That Christ is Raised LBW 189 
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THE NICENE CREED  

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  

  and for all people according to their needs. 
 

  You may kneel or sit. A brief time for reflection is provided. 
  

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

 P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

  trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE PEACE 

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  

Thank you for supporting the ministry we share together.  

You may mail your offerings to the church,  

bring them when you come to outdoor distribution,  

or click below to donate electronically via PayPal.  

CLICK HERE  

 

The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 A Let us pray.  

  Lord, accept the gifts your people offer you this day when you  

  proclaimed Jesus your beloved Son, and sanctify us who present  

  these offerings that our service may be acceptable to you;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 C Amen 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

SOLO All Who Believe and Are Baptized  

 Sung by the Soloist  

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=7AP4SW9NZ2WQS
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SURSUM CORDA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

THE PREFACE 

 P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our 

  Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 

  that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant life, And so, with 

  the Church on earth and the hosts of heave, we praise your name and 

  join their unending hymn:   

 

SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P Holy God, creator of all and source of life: at the birth of time your 

  Word brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent 

  your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us 

  your daughters and sons. 

  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

  and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave  

  thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

   and for all people for the forgiveness of sins.  

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

  we proclaim the Lord's death, until he comes. 

 C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 P Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and 

  resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be  

  restored in him and he will share with us the great and promised feast. 

 C  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P By your Holy Spirit bless us, and bless this bread and cup,  

  that embraced and nourished by you, we may live as your children,  

  shining with the light of your Son, and may receive our inheritance  

  with all your saints in light. 

 C Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P Join our prayers with those of your children of every time and place 

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

  until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P Let us pray with confidence to the Father  

  in the words our Savior gave us. 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen  
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THE FRACTION 

 P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. 

  When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ. 

 C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, 

  as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

 P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

The people sit. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

THE COMMUNION OF THE MINISTERS 

 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C Amen 
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THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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THE HYMN TO CLOSE When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known LBW 85 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 A   Let us pray. 

  Lord God, grant that all who have been fed with the Bread from  

  heaven may be renewed in the covenant of their Holy Baptism and, 

  following your Son in true faith and obedience, may become your  

  children in name and deed, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 C Amen 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  
 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

To receive the Sacrament, you may come to the church building to receive walk-up or drive-up 

Communion from 9:30 - 11:00 AM. A pastor will be on duty in the courtyard to offer prayers 

with you and distribute the Sacrament. Communion will be offered only under the form of 

bread at this time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we receive the whole Christ.  

If you are in need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor.  

 

 

 

http://Seasons.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE WELCOME INTO OUR FAMILY OF FAITH Charles Harmon Weiner, 

child of Marjorie and Jared Weiner and brother to Eleanor Anne. Charles will be 

baptized at an 11:30 AM liturgy for the immediate family. Please keep him and his 

family in your prayers.  

 

CAMP DOWNTOWN ICEFEST: This year our theme for ICEFEST is "LIGHT OF 

THE WORLD." We will first gather with pre-recorded lessons and stations in our 

homes on Friday, January 29, and will learn more about Epiphany and baptism. Then 

we will gather for ice skating in-person at PPG Plaza on Saturday, January 30 from 

1:00-2:45 PM. All kindergarten - 6 grade students and families are welcome!  

Online registrations will be open until January 10, 2021. Participation in the 

online event will be free; however, if you plan to ice skate, the cost will be $15/skater 

with a skate rental or $10/skater with personal skates. PPG Rink requires face 

coverings when 6' social distancing cannot be maintained and requires temperature 

checks before entering the rental office and bathroom area. Choose the option that 

works best for your family. To register go to our website, https://flcpittsburgh.org/

registration/ or click on the link in your Parish News email. We can't wait to see you 

there!  

 

THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will be meeting on Thursday, January 14, at  

12:00 PM, to discuss the book Cocaine Blues (Phryne Fisher Mysteries) by Kerry 

Greenwood. Until further notice, all upcoming meetings will be virtual through Zoom. 

Please contact Anne Harmon if you would like to attend at 

anne.harmon@comcast.net.  

 

EVENING BOOK CLUB: The Evening Book Club group will next meet on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2021 at 6:00 PM and we will discuss How to Stop Time by Matt 

Haig.  We will be meeting by Zoom, all are welcome.  RSVP at 

Kathy.pfister@pittsburghmoves.com.   

 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL: RACE, CULTURE, AND ETHNICITY 

DISCUSSION: The first monthly discussion of The Color of Compromise: the Truth 

About the American Church's Complicity in Racism by Jemar will be Monday, 

February 1, when we will discuss chapters 1 and 2. For each chapter there are also 

20 minute videos available on Amazon Prime. Please contact Pastor McCurry in order 

to receive the Zoom connection information, jpm@flcpittsburgh.org, or if you're 

interested in participating but cannot attend on Monday evenings.  

 

https://flcpittsburgh.org/registration/
https://flcpittsburgh.org/registration/
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ADULT EDUCATION INTENTIONAL SMALL GROUPS:  In addition to 

First's monthly book discussions, adults are invited to consider whether they would like 

to be involved in an intentional small group, which in the fall chose to meet biweekly 

(twice a month). These are an opportunity to get to know and spend time with a group 

of adults from First on a new level, sharing prayer requests, and reflecting on scripture 

together with the help of leadership from the Yale Bible Study program. This semester 

groups will be studying 1 Corinthians. Express your interest and availability at this link: 

https://flcpittsburgh.org/2021/01/smallgroups/ by Monday, February 1. Groups will 

begin meeting later that month, with details chosen by each group. If you have 

questions, please contact Pastor McCurry (jpm@flcpittsburgh.org).  

 

2021 FLOWER and SANCTUARY/VOTIVE LAMP NOTEBOOKS are 

available for those who wish to make a donation. Floral arrangements and candles can 

be donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in 

celebration of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or 

family, which is acknowledged in the bulletin. The cost for flowers is $25 per 

arrangement. The cost for the 14 day candles used in the sanctuary/votive lamps is 

$7.50. Please contact Christine at 412-471-8125 or cgh@flcpittsburgh.org to sign up. 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS: OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2021 have been 

mailed to your homes this year. Please let us know if you did not receive them. 

 

ESTIMATE OF GIVING FORMS  Commitment Sunday was December 6. Thank 

you to all who have mailed in your forms! We still gratefully receive pledges of financial 

support for the ministry of the parish in the coming year. Please mail/email your 

completed Estimate of Giving forms for 2021 or bring them to the church, if you come 

for Distribution of the Sacrament on the courtyard. Thank you!  

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY: First Presbyterian Church completes a week of walk-in 

ministry today. First Presbyterian will be on duty January 11-12, and Trinity Cathedral 
will be on duty January 13-14.  Those seeking crisis counseling may be directed 

accordingly.  

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS TO THE WALK-IN 

PANTRY! We have restocked the pantry and have plenty of hats and gloves to give 

away this winter. We can once again take a pause in donations. Thank you again for 

your support of this vital ministry! Our next week of service begins February 1. 

https://flcpittsburgh.org/2021/01/smallgroups/
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SERVING THIS MORNING 

Presiding Minister  The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

Preacher/ Assisting Minister The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

Tenor Soloist Mr. André Bierman 

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

     

TODAY  

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

The First Sunday After the Epiphany 

 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed on YouTube & Facebook)  

9:30 AM Outdoor Distribution of the Sacrament (walk/drive-up, through 11:00 AM) 

11:30 AM Baptism of Charles Harmon Weiner  

2:00 PM High School Class (Zoom) 

2:00  PM Confirmation Class (Zoom) 

 

 You may mail your offerings to the church,  

bring them when you come to outdoor distribution,  

or click below to donate electronically via PayPal. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=7AP4SW9NZ2WQS
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11                Council Report Deadline 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (at First) 

6:00 PM Social Ministry Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

   

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 

   

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD, JANUARY 13 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 

12:00 PM Daytime Book Club (Zoom) 

5:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

   

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 

   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 

   

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY, JANUARY 17 

8:30 AM Holy Communion (Livestreamed on YouTube & Facebook) 

9:30 AM Outdoor Distribution of the Sacrament (walk/drive-up, through 11:00 AM) 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, STS, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Halle Siebert, Pastoral Assistant 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mr. André Bierman, Tenor Soloist 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffmann, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

Ms. Ellen Gross, Music Assistant 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Canon Natalie L. G. Hall, Episcopal Diocese 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline M. Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Truscott, Singapore 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 

 

SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship  

8:30 AM Holy Communion 

Livestreamed Online 

only 

9:30 AM- 

11:00 AM 

Walk/Drive-Up  

Distribution of the 

Sacrament 

Weekdays  

Noonday liturgies remain 

 suspended until further notice. 

The church office staff is available for 

telephone contact, Monday through 

Friday, from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 


