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FIRST CHURCH WELCOMES YOU 
  

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  
to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org. 

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God. 

 

Assisted listening devices are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of the Nave.  

Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available. Antiseptic 

wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use.  

 

That we may better protect one another, masks are 

required for the duration of the liturgy, except when 

receiving the Sacrament. Masks should be closely  

fitted and must cover the mouth and nose. Exceptions 

will be made for those two years of age or younger. 

 

PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and 

Smithfield/Liberty garage for $1.00. Tickets must be  

validated by the attendant at the reception desk. 

 

YOUNG CHILDREN 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. Children's bulletins, drawing tablets, and crayons are available in the 

back of the nave, which you are asked to please take home at the conclusion of today’s 

liturgy. A family restroom with a changing table is available downstairs.  

  

http://www.flcpittsburgh.org
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HOLY COMMUNION is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized  

believers who trust that Christ is present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

To receive the Sacrament, an usher will dismiss each party from their pews to come 

forward, beginning with the center aisle. The pastor will place a paper cup containing 

an individual host on the small table in front of the chancel and step back. You may 

then commune yourself. Communion will be offered only under the form of bread at 

this time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we receive the whole Christ. If you 

are in need of a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor. If you choose not to receive 

communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving communion (or a 

blessing), please be prepared to exit the church through the parish house doors. A  
basket will be found to the left of the altar where you may place your paper cup.  

 

 

 ALTAR FLOWERS  

CENTERPIECE Given in memory of our fathers, John Luptak and Joseph King, 

 on the anniversary of their births, by Janet and Rich King. 

 

 SANCTUARY & VOTIVE LAMPS  

November 9-22 

SANCTUARY LAMP Burns in memory of Juanita Lynn Jones, given by Loretta Jones. 

VOTIVE LAMP Burns in memory of Paul Kane, given by Beth Kane. 



4 

 

 

THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

 

November 22, 2020—8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices. 

The people prepare for worship by silently praying the following prayer:  

 

Bless me, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, that in your  

glory I may be still and adore you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   Read Psalm 99, p. 262  

  

 

 

 

TEMPLE TALK                Kyle Neumann

  

 

The people stand as the bells peal. 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

PRELUDE Voluntary on ‘DUKE STREET’ Charles Callahan 

 All Glory Be to God on High Johann Pachelbel 
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KYRIE 

 A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 A For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 A For the peace of the whole world, and for the well being of the Church of God,

  let us pray to the lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy.  
 

 A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

  Let us pray to the Lord. 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE— O Ruler of the Universe    Canticle 21, LBW 

 

A O Ruler of the universe, Lord God, 

C great are the deeds that you have done,  

 surpassing human understanding. 

  

A Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth 

C O King of all the nations, O King of all the ages. 

 

A Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the praises | of your name? 

C For you alone are the Holy One. 

  

A All nations will draw near and bow down before you 

C because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

  

A Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P Let us pray. 

  Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your  

  beloved Son, whom you anointed priest forever and king of all creation:  

  Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may  

  be united under the glorious and gentle rule of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who lives and  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 

 

The people sit.  

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 

out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, 

so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have 

been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; 

and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the  

inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain 

heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 

and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the 

shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek 

the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 

strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with  

justice. 
20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep 

and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the 

weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my 

flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my 

servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALMODY—Psalm 95:1-7a 

Read responsively by whole verse, Leader / Congregation 
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 

 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
3For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
4In his hand are the caverns of the earth, 

 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
5The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have molded the dry land. 
6Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, 

and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
7For he is our God, and we are the people  

of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON—Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 

for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my  

prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 

his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and  

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the age to come.  

 
22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for 

the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The people stand. 
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THE VERSE       Sung by the Soloist 

Alleluia. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. Alleluia. 

 

  

THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Matthew 25:31-46 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the  

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be 

gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd  

separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and 

the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 

are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 

me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that 

we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when 

was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 

of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 

accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his  

angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 

answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 

or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’  
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, for Christ is King ELW 430 

St. 1—Soloist / 2—Pastors / 3—Soloist / 4—All 

45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal  

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

The people sit. 

 

THE SERMON                  The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

 

Following the Sermon, the people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Printed on the following page. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, for Christ is King ELW 430 

St. 1—Soloist / 2—Pastors / 3—Soloist / 4—All 

The people remain standing. 
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THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

 A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  

  and for all people according to their needs. 
 

  You may kneel or sit. A brief time for reflection is provided. 
  

 A ...Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

 P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

  trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

THE PEACE 

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

Please feel free to share Christ’s peace with those around you verbally, but from your pew. 

The people are seated as the gifts are prepared. 

 

 

The people stand. 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 A Let us pray.  

  Receive, we pray you, O Lord, the gifts we offer in thanksgiving for all your 

  saints, and in your mercy grant that we may abide in the fellowship of those 

  who by your grace have reached the haven of eternal life, and that at last we 

  may join with them in the fullness of salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

CANTICLE Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  

 Sung by the Soloist.  
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SURSUM CORDA  

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you. 
  

 P Lift up your hearts.   
 C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

THE PREFACE 

 P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

  thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 

  on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection, 

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth,  

  and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

SANCTUS  (Spoken) 

 C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and  

 eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life;  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Through Abraham you promised  

 to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

 Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this end of all the 

 ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom  

 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  
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P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup  

  we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
 P Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 

  Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his 

  coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

 C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his  

  resurrection, upon this bread and wine, that we who receive the Lord's body 

  and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with 

  all your saints in light. 

 C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

 P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,  

  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

  until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 C Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

  all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  

  Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

THE FRACTION  

 P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 C Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

  but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

 

THE SOLEMN BLESSING 

A Let us bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing. 
 

Silence 
 

P May almighty God protect you from all harm  

 and bless you with every good gift. 

C Amen  

 

P May God set your hearts on the words of eternal life  

 and lead you to joy everlasting. 

C Amen 

 

P May God grant you knowledge of what is right and good,  

 that you may walk in the way of the commandments and  

 become heirs with the saints  in the heavenly city. 
C Amen 
 

P May the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the + Son,  

 and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you and remain with you for ever. 
C Amen 
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 The people sit. 

 

AGNUS DEI              Sung by the Soloist. 

 

 

To receive the Sacrament, an usher will dismiss each party from their pews to come forward,  

beginning with the center aisle. The pastor will place a paper cup containing an individual host on the 

small table in front of the chancel and step back. You may then commune yourself. Please avoid 

touching the table when communing. Communion will be offered only under the form of bread at this 

time, but we may be assured that in so doing, we receive the whole Christ. If you are in need of a  

gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor.  

 

If you choose not to receive communion, you may request a blessing instead. After receiving  

communion (or a blessing), please be prepared to exit the church through the parish house doors.  

A basket will be found to the left of the altar where you may place your paper cup.  
 

As you depart through the Parish House doors, you may pray the following prayer silently: 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 Almighty Father, in the Eucharist you give us a foretaste of  

 the Lamb’s feast of victory. Keep us faithful to you so that we,  

 with all your saints in heaven, may at length celebrate the feast  

 which has no end in Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

In order to avoid traffic jams and maintain social distancing, we are asking worshippers 

to leave the building immediately after receiving communion. A pastor will be available to 

greet you in the courtyard as you depart. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN’S ORDINATION TODAY: On November 22, 
1970, Elizabeth Platz became the first woman ordained to the Ministry of Word and 

Sacrament in the Lutheran tradition. In celebration, the Women's Ordination Taskforce has 

created an article by Pastor Beth Siefert, which is inserted at the end of the announcements.  

 

YOUNG ADULT HIKE CANCELLED:  Today's young adult hike has been canceled due 

to the recent County health advisory.  

 

COMPLINE LIVESTREAMING: A quartet of Pittsburgh Compline Choir sings the Office 

of Compline from the Lutheran University Center chapel on the campus of the  

University of Pittsburgh. Compline will be livestreamed at 8:00 PM on Sundays, under 

the direction of Dr. Mark Boyle. To watch service go to the Pittsburgh Compline Facebook 

page: https://www.facebook.com/pghcompline/. First Church is a co-sponsor of the Compline 

Choir.  

 

THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will be meeting on Thursday, December 10, at  

12:00 PM, to discuss the book A Beautiful Blue Death by Charles Finch. Until further notice, all 

upcoming meetings will be virtual through Zoom. Please contact Anne Harmon if you 

would like to attend at anne.harmon@comcast.net.  

 

VIRTUAL ALL AGES ADVENT EVENT: Join us on Sunday, November 29, as we 

prepare for Advent and the coming of the Christ Child. We will explore the roots of the 

Moravian Star and its proclamation of Advent hope. A light shines in the darkness and 

darkness has not overcome it. We are reminded that the descendants of Abraham would be 

more numerous than the stars in the skies. The light of the star pointed the way to 

Bethlehem, where the light of the world was born. It is the star or promise, fulfillment, and 

hope. We will hear the Christmas story, watch the creche on Grant Street be  built as we 

learn more about it, make our own Moravian stars, share a Moravian recipe to try, and 

introduce a Christmas Eve service of light for families to participate in at home.  If you were 

unable to register by November 19th to receive a materials kit, you will still be able to stream 

the video on November 29th. The links will be available on Facebook and YouTube, and in a 
designated email.  

 

ADVENT VESPERS: Through the four weeks of Advent, First Lutheran Church will offer 

Vespers from Home each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM, beginning on December 2, 

with meditations given by Pastors Evans and McCurry, Vicar Siebert, and one of our 

seminarians, W. Roger Randolph, III. Please join us each week on our Youtube channel or 

Facebook page.  
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: DECEMBER 6: The Budgetary Congregation Meeting 

will beheld on Sunday, December 6, 2020 in the Nave before each worship service. For 

the safety of all, we will once again hold two sessions. The first session will be at 8:30 AM. 

Immediately following the meeting, worship will begin. The second session will be held at 

11:00 AM with worship immediately following. The purpose of this December meeting is to 

take action on the Congregation Council’s Proposal for Ministry, 2021. This proposal (budget) 

has been developed with the involvement of parish committees, staff, and the Council itself. 

We will also be holding our second vote for the updated church constitution. All Voting 

Members are urged to be present. Voting members are defined as those members of the 

congregation who have communed and made a contribution of record in the past year.  

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY IS DECEMBER 6: On this day, we will gratefully receive 

pledges of financial support for the ministry of the parish in the coming year. Please remember 

to bring your completed Estimate of Giving form for 2021to the church or mail it back to the 

church. Thank you!  
 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL: Race, Culture, and Ethnicity Discussion On Monday, 

December 7 at 6:30 PM, the Race, Culture, and Ethnicity discussion group will do a one-

time discussion-based Bible study on the Jewish practice of Jubilee. This prepares the way for 

our plans to read "The Color of Compromise: the Truth About the American Church's 

Complicity in Racism" by Jemar Tisby beginning in January. Please contact Pastor McCurry in 

order to receive the December Zoom connection information (jpm@flcpittsburgh.org) or to 

express interest in joining the book study that begins in January.  

 

DESIGNATED OFFERINGS: THE THANKSGIVING OFFERING has been 

designated for Northside Common Ministries, a non-sectarian, non-profit, community-

based organization that aims to meet the increasing needs of individuals experiencing 

homelessness in Pittsburgh. Your donation helps fund the Pleasant Valley Emergency Shelter 

for men, the Northside Community Food Pantry, and a Permanent Housing Program for men 

with disabilities. Please use the Thanksgiving envelope in your offering envelope box, or, make 

your check payable to "First Lutheran Church" and mark it “Thanksgiving.”  

 

EVENING BOOK CLUB: The Evening Book Club group will next meet on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2021 at 6:00 PM and we will discuss How to Stop Time by Matt Haig.  We will 

be meeting by Zoom, all are welcome.  RSVP at Kathy.pfister@pittsburghmoves.com.   
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TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS: Help adorn the Chancel at Christmas! Donating to the 

cost of the poinsettias is a beautiful way to honor a or remember a loved one, or glorify God. 

Flowers can be donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in 

celebration of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or family. Their 

names will appear in the bulletin insert. You can also donate towards the Special Christmas 

Music. Christmas Poinsettia/Special Music order forms are inserted in the bulletin and available 

by clicking a link in the Parish News.  Please complete a form and return it to the Parish 

Office, or call Christine at 412-471-8125. The deadline for ordering flowers is Tuesday, 

December 8.  

 

2021 LITURGICAL CALENDARS ARE NOW AVAILABLE for $2.00 at the  

reception desk. Please drop your payment in the offering plate or send a check made out to 

the church in the mail, with Liturgical Calendar in the memo line. Thank you. 

 

2020 and 2021 FLOWER and SANCTUARY/VOTIVE LAMP NOTEBOOKS are 
available for those who wish to make a donation. Floral arrangements and candles can be 

donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in celebration of 

an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or family, which is 

acknowledged in the bulletin. The cost for flowers is $25 per arrangement. The cost for the 

14 day candles used in the sanctuary/votive lamps is $7.50. Please see Suanne at the reception 

desk in the Parish House to sign up for flowers or lamps, or contact Christine at  

412-471-8125 or cgh@flcpittsburgh.org. 

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY: First Lutheran Church completes a week of walk-in ministry today. 

St. Mary’s /Divine Mercy RC parish will be on duty beginning November 23. Those seeking 

crisis counseling may be directed accordingly.  

 

SOME ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE WALK-IN FOOD PANTRY: We now have a need 

for some particular donations. We could use: jelly or jam, canned pasta meals (Chef Boyardee, 

Spaghettios), asceptic milk, and especially adult -sized gloves and mittens. By visiting our 

Amazon wish list, First Lutheran Church - Walk in Ministry Food Pantry you will get an idea of 

the items that are needed, you have a few options: 1. You can make a monetary donation to 

the church (noting that the contribution should be directed to the food pantry) 2. You can 

order directly from the FLC Amazon wishlist, or 3. You can place an order for similar items 

on the list from your own Amazon account (changing brand or quantity to suit your giving 

abilities.) Our next week of service begins December 21. 

 

 

 



20 

 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN’S ORDINATION  

AS PASTORS IN THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

On June 29, 1970 the Lutheran Church in America (LCA), one 

of three predecessor bodies of the ELCA, voted to open 

ordination to women by changing a single word, “man”, to 

“person” in the church’s constitution. On November 22, 1970, 

Elizabeth Platz became the first woman ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament in 

an American Lutheran Church. It wasn’t long before both the American Lutheran Church 

(ALC) and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC) followed suit.  

Beth’s ordination took place at the University of Maryland where she had been serving as a lay 

chaplain in campus ministry. Pastor Platz is a native Pittsburgher, and daughter of the recently 

closed Redeemer Lutheran Church in Carrick. She credits the support of President Donald 

Heiges at Gettysburg Seminary for encouraging her interest in the study of theology. He 

allowed her to enroll in the seminary’s Bachelor of Divinity program even though there was 

not path to women’s ordination at that time. When the LCA took its historic vote, Beth was 

uniquely positioned for ordination. She had her ministerial degree and only required synodical 

approval and a call. The Maryland Synod approved her for ordination and a call was extended 

to serve as an ordained chaplain at the University of Maryland. On this day, 50 years ago, she 

was ordained. At the time of her retirement, she had served that campus ministry for 47 

years.   

During these last five decades, Pastor Platz has carried the mantel of being “The First” with 

humility, integrity, and a graciousness that has led her to share her experience with those 

women who have struggled with being “The First” in their synods, congregations and 

communities. She has always placed her understanding of her call to serve the church as 

pastor within the context of the Church’s story. Faced with the constant pressure to defend 

herself, she appreciated the advice of the Maryland Synod President, Paul Orso. He told her 

not to apologize for her gender, but simply “act like you belong, for you do!”  

Pastor Platz is grateful for the many people who have supported her in her ministry over the 

years. She also notes that it was not always easy. She was the subject of cruel invectives, 

including being called the “Whore of Babylon.” 

Acceptance of women pastors has come slowly and, all too often, with significant stress and 

discrimination. Early on, women were more readily accepted in roles such as chaplaincy or 

positions within the church structure, while calls to congregations were few and far between. 

(Fifty years later there are still congregations that will not consider calling a woman pastor.)  
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More than 5,300 women have answered the call to serve the Lutheran church as pastors 

during these past 50 years. Thanks be to God who promised, through the prophet Joel, “Your 

sons and your daughters shall prophecy.” 

Clergywomen on the SWPA Synod Roster, November 2020 

(in order of the year of their ordination) 

Rev. Caroline Mendis   Rev. Susan Schwartz   Rev. Beth Siefert 

Rev. Ruth Becker   Rev. Dr. Dona van Eck   Rev. Dr. Ann Schmid 

Rev. Peggy Suhr-Barkley   Rev. Linda Theophilus   Rev. Karen Battle 

Rev. Elizabeth Mayforth   Rev. Marsella Esseck   Rev. Susan Luttner 

Rev. Patricia Bonds   Rev. Nola Eisenbrandt   Rev. Jean Staffa 

Rev. Deborah Byrum   Rev. Dr. Margarethe Galbraith-Cordes 

Rev. Dr. Annette Woodman-Howe   Rev. Allyn Itterly   

Rev. Susan Irons   Rev. Heather Lubold   Rev. Dorothy Worth  

Rev. Elaine Hower   Rev. Marsha Adams    Rev. Sarah Lee-Faulkner  

Rev. Beverly Banyay   Rev. Barbara Love   Rev. Kari Smail   

Rev. Kimberly Rapczak   Rev. Patricia Schneck   Rev. Dr. Janice Altenberger    

Rev. Freda Snyder   Rev. Melissa Stoller   Rev. Christina Hough  

Rev. Kimberly van Driel   Rev. Erin Evans   Rev. Jill McGregor  

Rev. Paula Schmitt   Rev. Joan Armstrong   Rev. Natalie Hall  

Rev. Jennifer McCurry   Rev. Jocelyn Johnston   Rev. Tara Lynn   

Rev. Melba Dibble   Rev. Rebecca Dittenhafer Rev. Kara Propst   

Rev. Kerri Clark   Rev. Katherine Maul   Rev. Martha McCreight  

Rev. Christine Rotella   Rev. Beth Clementson   Rev. Erin Jones   

Rev. Ellen Lundie   Rev. Sarah Rossing   Rev. Amy Michelson  

Rev. Angela Smith   Rev. Caroline Clifford   Rev. Brenda Henry  

Rev. Sherry Hazuda   Rev. Susan Devine 

 

Ecumenical Clergywomen serving in the SWPA Synod 

Rev. Sara Irwin Rev. Alina Kanaski Rev. Cheryl Khyllep Rev. Marsha Sebastian 
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ANGEL  TREE 
 

 

 
First Lutheran is honored to continue our tradition of bringing joy to the families 

supported by Familylinks (https://familylinks.org/) through our Virtual Angel Tree. This 

year, we have two ways to participate in our Angel Tree, both of which bring joy and 

hope to the individuals served by Familylinks.  

 

 1) To sign up for an individual who lists gift requests as we normally do, you may sign 

 up at https://sites.google.com/view/firstlutheranvirtualangeltree/home or by 

 calling the church office at 412-471-8125. Unwrapped gifts must be returned by 

 December 6, 2020 to Lisa Karraker (not the church). Please contact her at  

 412-341-3534 or karraker@verizon.net to arrange pick-up or drop-off.  

 

 2) Recognizing that safe ways to support these families are even more important this 

 year, we will also be collecting monetary donations for Familylinks, which Familylinks 

 will use to purchase gifts for its families. If you choose to participate in our virtual 

 Angel Tree in this way, please indicate on your check that your donation is for the 

 Angel Tree. If you would like to send your donation through PayPal, simply 

 click on the donation button on the homepage of our website, or in your 

 weekly Parish News e-digest. Please indicate in the "note" section that the 

 donation is for the Angel Tree.  The deadline for monetary gifts is 

 December 6, 2020.  
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 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. Evans 

Assisting Minister / Preacher Pr. McCurry 

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Tenor Soloist Mr. André Bierman 

Lector Nora Navid Maggie Wolfram 

Head Usher  Kurt Herbst 

Ushers Kurt Hansmann  

   

SERVING  TODAY 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  

 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

 

THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING, NOVEMBER 22  

8:30 AM Holy Communion at First Church 

9:45 AM Outdoor Distribution of the Sacrament (Walk-Up/Drive-Up) 

11:00 AM Holy Communion at First Church 

2:00  PM Funeral Liturgy for Christine Torie 

   

TODAY AT FIRST 

http://Seasons.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23    Clement of Rome, Miguel Agustin Pro (d. 100, 1927) 

12:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting at First Church 

   

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24     William Passavant (d. 1894), Pastor of First Church 

8:00 PM Icefest Planning Meeting (Zoom) 

   

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25     Isaac Watts (d. 1748), Hymnwriter 

1:00 PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 

  Church Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving holiday 

   

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

  Church Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving holiday 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

   

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, NOVEMBER 29 

8:30 AM Holy Communion at First Church 

9:45 AM Outdoor Distribution of the Sacrament (Walk-Up/Drive-Up) 

11:00 AM Holy Communion at First Church 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, STS, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Daniel E. Hall, MD, Assisting Episcopal Priest 

Vicar Halle Siebert, Pastoral Assistant 

Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 

Mr. André Bierman, Tenor Soloist 

Mrs. Suanne O’Dell, Financial Secretary 

Ms. Christine G. Hoffmann, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff 

Mr. Norman Brozell, Building Manager 

Mr. Nicholas Scott Sharer, Communications Coordinator 

Ms. Ellen Gross, Music Assistant 

 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE 

The Rev. Brian O. Bennett, Lutheran University Center 

The Rev. Canon Natalie L. G. Hall, Episcopal Diocese 

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak 

The Rev. Leonard J. Larsen 

The Rev. Caroline M. Mendis 

The Rev. Christine Rotella 

The Rev. Martin M. Roth 

The Rev. Robert W. Strobel 

 

MISSIONARIES 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Truscott, Singapore 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

& Dr. Andrew L. Wilson, Japan 

 

ORGAN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Ann Labounsky Steele 

 

SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship  

8:30 AM Holy Communion 

9:45 AM Walk/Drive-Up  

Distribution of the 

Sacrament 

11:00 AM Holy Communion 

  

Weekdays  

Noonday liturgies remain 

 suspended until further notice. 

The church office staff is available for 

telephone contact, Monday through 

Friday, from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 


