
 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans, STS 

VICAR HALLE SIEBERT TO CONTINUE  

AT FLC FOR ANOTHER YEAR 
 

First Lutheran Church has been blessed this past year, serving as a teaching parish to  

our first pastoral intern. Vicar Halle Siebert is now completing her Master of Divinity  

degree through Luther Seminary at Saint Paul, Minnesota. We have offered to her a  

wide range of ministry experiences, including pastoral care, preaching, church  

administration, and worship leadership, with emphases on Christian education and  

youth ministry. 

 

I think I can speak on behalf of our whole parish family in expressing our deep gratitude  

for Vicar Halle’s great and varied gifts and talents, for her compassionate care and devotion to our parish family, and, 

most of all, for her love and faithfulness to Jesus and the Gospel, which is clearly evident in all she says and does. We 

are most blessed to have had this time with her. 

 

The good news is, due to the timing of her graduation, the approval process for ordination, and the eventual call 

process to her first parish, Vicar Halle has some time to give. And, since we have a need for the ministry she offers, 

we are now planning to continue together with her at least into the early summer of 2021, serving as a lay pastoral 

associate. 

 

One of the things to which Vicar Halle was most looking forward was participating in our liturgies of Holy Week 

and Easter. Sadly, we and churches the world over were not able to mark those most holy of days in any normal 

kind of way this year. But thanks be to God that we will be together another year, and another Easter.  

May it be glorious.  
 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Brian A. Evans 
Senior Pastor 

Your talents and treasure are required now more than ever 

as we serve those in need and weather this difficult time together. 

Offerings may still be mailed to the church, or you may click  

below to submit your contribution securely online. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PLTNMJ9GJR944&source=url
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The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER 
 

CAMP DOWNTOWN CANCELLATION 
With disappointment, we have canceled this year's Camp Downtown because  

of the current public health guidelines. However, our staff and lay leaders are  

excited to find other creative ways of engaging with our kids, teens, and  

families in appropriate socially distant forms. Hopefully guidelines will relax as  

time passes so we may plan some in person events later in the summer.  

Please watch your email for opportunities to connect! 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
We are returning to our Adult Education opportunities!  They are currently being offered on Zoom on  

Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM. If we have the chance to return to being together in person, that will be  

delightful. Please watch our parish emails for links to connect! 
 

May 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 – Psalms with Pastor Evans 

Following the Virtual Coffee Hour, stay with us as Pastor Evans resumes his look at Reflections on the Psalms 

by C. S. Lewis. Lewis, the famed author of the Chronicles of Narnia and The Screwtape Letters will help us more 

fully engage with the psalms in our spiritual journeys, which, like our own experiences of the world, can 

range in their tone and subject matter from the deeply troubling to the magnificently sublime.  
 

June 7 and 14 – Kirkegaard: A Lutheran Philosopher 

Dr. Jeffrey McCurry will lead conversation about the somewhat unorthodox Lutheran, Kierkegaard, who was 

one of the greatest religious thinkers of the nineteenth century. His works challenge common understandings 
of Christian faith. In this series of two classes, we will examine two major works by Kierkegaard: Fear and 

Trembling and Training in Christianity. These texts ask us to reconsider the relationship between faith and 

reason, on the one hand, and Christianity as a religion of belief, on the other. For Kierkegaard, faith may  

conflict with reason, and Christian faith may be best conceived not as beliefs but as an existential way of life. 
 

June 21 – A Vicar Visits the Holy Land 

Vicar Halle is leading the Adult Education Hour on June 21 to share photos and stories from her recent trip 

to the Holy Land. She will highlight significant locations in Jesus' life and ministry, including: Bethlehem, Naza-

reth, Galilee, and many holy sites in Jerusalem. 
 

June 28 – Microloans in Guatemala 

Hear from First Lutheran’s friend, Vickie Briercheck, about her winter trip with the Guatemalan Micro Loan 

team from the Presbytery of North Carolina. They visited successful micro loan recipients and learning how 

the Guatemalan women structure the program to ensure long term success for all loan recipients. Come to 

hear about Vickie’s experiences and learning! 
 

July 5 – Mindful and sustainable acts of philanthropy 

Carlow University instills the values of the Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy in a variety of ways,  

including through immersion experiences to the developing world. Dr. Jennifer Roth, faculty member at  

Carlow, will share with you some of what the students and she witnessed as deep, relational, dives into  

alleviation of ultra-extreme poverty in rural Gros Morne, Haiti. 
 

For assistance with questions or for more information, please contact Pr. McCurry at jpm@flcpittsburgh.org. 

 

mailto:jpm@flcpittsburgh.org?subject=Message%20from%20Alert%20Link


 

 ALERT               PG 3

 3 mos  3 mos  3 mos  Annual 

Accounts Actual   Budget   Variance   Budget 

Revenues        

   Offerings & other gifts  $ 162,334    $ 145,975    $   16,359    $ 583,900  

   Distributions & interest 74,980   78,613   (3,633)  164,450  

Total Revenues 237,314   224,587   12,726   748,350  

        

Expenses        

   Personnel  $ 132,297    $ 132,820    $       (523)   $ 531,279  

   Benevolence 13,925   14,725   (800)  58,900  

   Christian Education and Youth Ministry 1,609   4,273   (2,664)  17,091  

   Evangelism and Social Ministry 2,206   1,469   738   5,875  

   Parish Operations 10,316   12,456   (2,141)  49,825  

   Property Maintenance 18,591   17,988   603   71,950  

   Worship 5,343   7,775   (2,432)  32,300  

Total Expenses 184,287   191,505   (7,218)  767,220  

        

Net Total  $   53,027    $   33,082    $   19,945    $ (18,870) 

This summary statement of our congregation's general fund activities for the first quarter of 2020 reflects 

that nondesignated weekly offerings have notably outpaced our budget to date (and also the same period 

last year). With the added benefit of keeping actual expenses favorable to budgeted amounts, the net result 

is a healthy $53,000 operating surplus for the first three months of 2020. Our challenge is to maintain these 

wonderfully positive trends, especially in the midst of these volatile and uncertain times. 

 

In addition to the $14,000 of benevolence expended to date by First Church via the Church at-large, more 

than another $3,500 of benevolence was separately distributed as directed by donors. 

 

Reverence My Sanctuary collections were almost $33,000 for the quarter and now total nearly $1,200,000 

since inception. Including campaign pledge receivables currently outstanding (~ $180,000), the grand total 

that has been raised thus far is $1,355,000, compared to an ultimate goal of $2,500,000. The amount the 

congregation has borrowed from its own reserves (i.e., the Passavant Fund) to keep the project moving cur-

rently stands at about $423,000. 

 
The ministries and witness of First Church continue, even though health concerns have necessitated  

changes in our normal worship and fellowship practices. We express our heartfelt thanks for your abundant 

and unfailing support of our parish, and we humbly ask that everyone continue giving as generously as they 

are able. If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please direct them to our Chair of Finance, Jim 

Nealon, or Treasurer, Amy Marsh.  
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UPCOMING VIDEO VARIETY SHOW 
 

First Lutheran Church will be hosting a Virtual Variety Show for all of the  

children, youth, and families in our parish! If you have a talent or special act that 

you would like to share with our church community, please consider submitting  

a short 2 - 3 minute video recording. This may be a new recording or a previous  

recording from a recital or special event (ex: dance recital, solo music  

performance, etc). Any and all family-friendly acts are welcome, and we  

encourage family collaboration! 

 

All video submissions should be uploaded to this Google Drive Folder. After 

opening the folder, the “file upload” option is available under the “New” button in the upper left of the 

screen. While tempting, please refrain from viewing others’ submissions before the show is publicized. The 

folder is open for submissions from Friday, May 1st - Friday, May 15th. 

 
The Virtual Variety Show will be uploaded to YouTube through a secure link, meaning only those with whom 

we share the link will have access. This will help ensure security of the participants. Please note that if you 

have not yet completed a 2020 Medical Form & Media Release for your child/children (17 years and younger), 

this will need to be done before we can include your submission in the show.  

 

We look forward to celebrating the wonderful talents and special variety that the members of our church 

family share! If you have any questions about this opportunity or need to submit your child’s release form, 

please contact Vicar Halle (hls@flcpittsburgh.org).  

 

TAKE  NOTE! 
 

It's been said repeatedly -  this has been the most unusual Lenten and Easter  

season ever. Plans for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter came to a complete halt  
in mid-March. Selected music went unrehearsed, choral and instrumental  

rehearsals were cancelled, and usual gatherings were forbidden. And yet,  

despite upheaval, change, and disappointment, the solid truth of Christ's  

victory never changes. We can rejoice in Jesus' resurrection, even if in very  

different  ways. 

 

The choirs of First Church deserve thanks and credit for the work they did  

up to this point. We look forward to worshipping together when it is safe to 

gather together. We plan to continue preparing individual  musical recordings for liturgies each week.   

 

I look forward to rehearsing with our wonderful ensembles in the near future. It has certainly been surreal  

to be away from regular music making.  May God heal and help our world, allowing us to resume soon.  

And may we make a joyful noise to our victorious Lord  in our homes and hearts! 

 

 

 

Sr. Cynthia Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 
Cantor 

Sister Cynthia Pock 

Vicar Halle Siebert 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ad9txmU0dBsACO3Z3TWzzPgIgXRDNjHK?usp=sharing
mailto:hls@flcpittsburgh.org
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First Lutheran Church will be hosting a  

Virtual Variety Show for all of the  

children, youth, and families in our parish! 

 

If you have a talent or special act that you 

would like to share, please consider  

submitting a short 2 - 3 minute video  

recording. Full instructions appear in Vicar 

Halle’s article on the previous page! 

 

Submissions will be accepted from Friday, 

May 1 to Friday, May 15 - we look forward 

to celebrating the many talents  

of our parish family! 

PREMIERS FRIDAY, MAY 22 at 7:00 PM 
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REGARDING EASTER FLOWERS  
 

Thank you to all who made donations towards this year’s Easter flowers. Unfortunately, 

with the global pandemic, no order was able to be placed. We will, instead, apply a 

credit toward your future purchase of altar flowers, Christmas poinsettias, or Easter 

flowers for next year.  

 

Please let us know if you would prefer something other than a credit for future flowers. 

We can also issue refunds, apply your donation to another area of ministry of your 

choosing, or credit the extra amount to your regular offering. 

 

Contact financial secretary Suanne O’Dell at sso@flcpittsburgh.org to make us aware of 

your preference. Thank you. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
powered by 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 4 at 6:00 PM 

Executive Committee 

  

Monday May 11at 6:00 PM 

Social Ministry 

  

Tuesday, May 12 at 6:45 PM 

Youth Ministry 

  

Thursday, May 14 at 5:00 PM 

Finance 

  

Monday, May 18 at 6:30 PM 

Congregation Council 

YOUNG ADULT GAME NIGHT 

THIS SUNDAY AT 7:30 PM 
 

On the evening of Sunday, May 3 at 7:30 PM, 

make yourself comfortable, grab your favorite  

evening beverage, and play Codenames with other 

young adults (ages 18-35ish)!  

 

For anyone who has not played before, instructions 

will be given once all have joined both the game 

room and the Jitsi Meet. Because of the nature of 

the game, you must join the Jitsi Meet (similar to 

Zoom) in order to play. 

 

Join the Codenames game:  

https://www.horsepaste.com/FLC-YA  

 

Join the Jitsi Meet  

(no app download required):  

https://meet.jit.si/FLC-YA  

The password is: alleluia  

mailto:sso@flcpittsburgh.org
https://www.horsepaste.com/FLC-YA
https://meet.jit.si/FLC-YA
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING POSTPONED 

  

Due to current pandemic and the uncertainty of when the Governor’s order prohibiting large public  

gatherings will be lifted, the business that would normally take place at an Organizational Congregational 

Meeting in May will be postponed until Sunday, July 26, 2020, at 9:45 AM.  

 

Business will include the election of members of Congregation Council, Audit Committee, and Nominating 

Committee, as well as the reception of reports from staff members and committees.  

 

Meanwhile, upon the advice of our bishop, and in order to fulfill Bylaw 3.01, which requires the Congregation 

to meet on a Sunday in May, a pro forma Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 31, 2020, at 

2:00 PM at First Lutheran Church. Only members of the Executive Committee or their assigned proxies are 

expected to appear. The sole order of business will be to formally postpone all business until July 26. Please 

plan on attending the July meeting, when, we presume, the Governor’s order against gatherings will be lifted.  

 

The new deadline for committees/council to submit their Annual Reports is Friday, June 26. Please send  

reports in Word document (.doc, docx) format to Christine Hoffman at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org. Thank you! 
 

 

Thank you for your generous donations to the food pantry! 
 

Thanks to your support, our shelves have remained well-stocked and ready to respond  

when need arises. We are confident that we can take a pause, now that our shelves  

are nearly full. As always, we appreciate your generosity during this uncertain time.  

 

By visiting the AMAZON WISHLIST, you will get a sense of the items that are  

still needed. Once you are aware of the needs, you have a few options: 

 

1. You can make a monetary donation to the church 

   (noting that the contribution should be directed to the food pantry) 

2. You can order directly from the FLC Amazon wishlist, or 

3. You can place an order for similar items on the list from your own  

    Amazon account (changing brand or quantity to suit your giving abilities.) 
 

Thank you for your support of this vital ministry! 

Our next week of service begins May 25. 

mailto:cgh@flcpittsburgh.org
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/HMYMKKDUTH2I/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1

