
  

 

VESPERS FROM HOME 
FOR WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK IN LENT 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 2020—7:00 PM 

 

If you wish to more actively participate in these virtual liturgies,  

suggested activities and postures will be listed as rubrics.  

 

Feel free to stand and light a candle in your own space as the Service of Light is sung. 

 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOS HILARON 
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THE THANKSGIVING 
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You may be seated. 

 

THE PSALMODY 

 Psalm 141 Domine, clemavi     LBW, setting by Roger Petrich 
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A brief time for reflection is observed. 
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 THE PSALM PRAYER 

 L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord,  

  and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds  

  we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole  

  heavenly host, and may glorify you forever and ever.   

 C Amen   

 

 

 Psalm 81 Exultate, Deo              

Read responsively by whole verse, Leader / Congregation 
1Sing with joy to God our strength and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 
2Raise a song and sound the timbrel, the merry harp, and the lyre. 
3Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon, and at the full moon, the day of our feast; 
4for this is a statute for Israel, a law of the God of Jacob. 
5He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, when he came out of the land of Egypt. 
6I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, “I eased his shoulder from the burden;  

 his hands were set free from bearing the load.” 
7You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; 

I answered you from the secret place of thunder  

and tested you at the waters of Meribah. 
8Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you:  

 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
9There shall be no strange god among you; you shall not worship a foreign god. 
10I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt  

 and said, “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 
11And yet my people did not hear my voice, and Israel would not obey me. 
12So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts,  

 to follow their own devices. 
13Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways! 
14I should soon subdue their enemies and turn my hand against their foes. 
15Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him,  

 and their punishment would last forever. 
16But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat  

 and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 

A brief time for reflection is observed. 
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 THE PSALM PRAYER 

 L Almighty Father, you rescued your people from slavery and, through the Passion 

   of your Son, acquired a new people united in his body and marked with the sign  

  of his holiness. Feed us with your finest bread so that we may have food for this  

  life and a foretaste of eternity, where you live and reign with your Son  

  and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.   

 C Amen 

 

 

 Psalm 82 Deus stetit              

Read responsively by whole verse, Leader / Congregation 
1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; 

 he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:  
2 "How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked?  
3 Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;  
4 rescue the weak and the poor;  

 deliver them from the power of the wicked.  
5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness;  

 all the foundations of the earth are shaken.  
6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods,  

 and all of you children of the Most High;  
7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.'"  
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth,  

 for you shall take all nations for your own.  

 

 

A brief time for reflection is observed. 

  

 THE PSALM PRAYER 

 L Jesus, our Lord and our God, by your death you give life to the dead;  

  by your resurrection you give strength to the weak. Rise up to rule the earth, 

   and at the end of the world, when the secrets of the heart are revealed,  

  make us glad to celebrate your justice now and forever. 

 C Amen   
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You may stand. 

 

THE OFFICE HYMN      The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended      LBW 274 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may be seated. 
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THE LESSON—Genesis 45:16-28 

16When the report was heard in Pharaoh's house, "Joseph's brothers have come,"  

Pharaoh and his servants were pleased. 17Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 

'Do this: load your animals and go back to the land of Canaan. 18Take your father and 

your households and come to me, so that I may give you the best of the land of Egypt, 

and you may enjoy the fat of the land.' 19You are further charged to say, 'Do this: take 

wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your 

father, and come. 20Give no thought to your possessions, for the best of all the land of 

Egypt is yours.'" 
21The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave them wagons according to the instruction of 

Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 22To each one of them he gave a 

set of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five sets of 

garments. 23To his father he sent the following: ten donkeys loaded with the good 

things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his 

father on the journey. 24Then he sent his brothers on their way, and as they were    

leaving he said to them, "Do not quarrel along the way." 
25So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of             

Canaan. 26And they told him, "Joseph is still alive! He is even ruler over all the land of 

Egypt." He was stunned; he could not believe them. 27But when they told him all the 

words of Joseph that he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons that Joseph 

had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28Israel said, "Enough!    

My son Joseph is still alive. I must go and see him before I die." 

 

A brief time for reflection is observed. 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.       

C But now, in these last days, he has spoken to us by his son.  

 

THE GOSPEL CANTICLE     Magnificat 
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THE GREAT LITANY 

L Lord, have mercy.  C Lord, have mercy.  

L Christ, have mercy. C Christ, have mercy. 

L Lord, have mercy.  C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L O Christ, hear us.     C In mercy hear us. 

L God, the Father in heaven,   C have mercy on us. 

L God, the Son, redeemer of the world, C have mercy on us. 

L God, the Holy Spirit,     C have mercy on us. 

L Holy Trinity, one God,    C have mercy on us. 

 

L Be gracious to us.     C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us.     C Spare us, good Lord. 
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L From all sin, from all error, from all evil;                                                                 

 from the cunning assaults of the devil;                                                                         

 from an unprepared and evil death:   C Good Lord, deliver us. 

 

L From war, bloodshed, and violence;                                                                                   

 from corrupt and unjust government;                                                                                     

 from sedition and treason:    C Good Lord, deliver us. 

 

L From epidemic, drought, and famine;                                                                                

 from fire and flood, earthquake, lightning and storm;                                                                 

 and from everlasting death:    C Good Lord, deliver us. 

 

 

L By the mystery of your incarnation; by your holy birth: C Help us, good Lord. 

 

L By your baptism, fasting, and temptation;                                                             

 by your agony and bloody sweat; by your cross                                                                       

 and suffering; by your death and burial:   C Help us, good Lord. 

 

L By your resurrection and ascension;                                                                                      

 by the gift of the Holy Spirit:     C Help us, good Lord. 

 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity;                                                               

 in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment:  C Save us, good Lord. 

 

 

L Though unworthy, we implore you   C to hear us, Lord our God. 

 

L To rule and govern your holy catholic Church; to guide all servants of your Church       

 in the love of your Word and in holiness of life; to put an end to all schisms and causes 

 of offense to those who would believe; and to bring into the way of truth                      

 all who have gone astray:                                                                                                            

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
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L To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful workers into your harvest;                           

 to accompany your Word with your Spirit and power; to raise up those who fall    

 and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the fainthearted  

 and the distressed:                                                                                                     

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

L To give to all nations justice and peace; to preserve our country from discord and strife; 

 to direct and guard those who have civil authority; and to bless and guide all our people: 

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

L To behold and help all who are in danger, need, or tribulation; to protect and guide all 

 who travel; to preserve and provide for all women in childbirth; to watch over children 

 and to guide the young; to heal the sick and to strengthen their families and friends; to 

 bring reconciliation to families in discord; to provide for the unemployed and for all in 

 need; to be merciful to all who are imprisoned; to support, comfort, and guide all       

 orphans, widowers, and widows; and to have mercy on all your people:                       

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to reconcile us to them;                    

 to help us use wisely the fruits and treasures of the earth, the sea, and the air; and           

 graciously to hear our prayers:                

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,   C we implore you to hear us. 

 

 

L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  C have mercy on us. 

 

L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  C have mercy on us. 

 

L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  C give us peace. Amen 
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L O Christ, hear us.  C In mercy hear us. 

 

L Lord, have mercy.  C Lord, have mercy. 

L Christ, have mercy. C Christ, have mercy. 

L Lord, have mercy.  C Lord, have mercy. 

 

L Let us pray. 

 O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: 

 Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 

 hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being  

 defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 

 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 

 and the Holy Spirit, God forever.  

C Amen 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:   

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                           

   hallowed be thy name,       

   thy kingdom come,         

   thy will be done,         

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;       

  and forgive us our trespasses,        

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,       

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

   forever and ever. Amen 
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BENEDICAMUS            

 L Let us bless the Lord.         

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SERMON         The Rev. Brian A. Evans 

 

You may stand. 

 

THE CLOSING COLLECT 

 L Let us pray.           

  Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

  ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go 

  out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is 

  leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen     

 

THE BLESSING 


