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WELCOME VISITORS 
  

We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting with us today and hope you will return  

to worship with our community of faith again. If you would like to know more about  

our ministry in downtown and metropolitan Pittsburgh, please speak to a pastor,  

any of our members, or visit www.flcpittsburgh.org. 

 

Our liturgy incorporates historic practices of the Western Christian tradition, aspects 

of which may be unfamiliar to some. We hope this bulletin will serve to welcome our 

visitors and be an aid to those who seek to participate in our worship of God. 

 

Assisted listening devices are available at the ushers’ table in the rear of the Nave.  

Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop are available. Antiseptic 

wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before use, if desired. To use 
our induction loop, simply switch your telecoil-equipped hearing aid to its T-Coil  

setting to pick up the audio feed from our sound system with no additional equipment.  

 

Light refreshments are served after both liturgies in the Parish House (accessible via 

the doors near the baptismal font). We encourage visitors to sign an Attendance Card 

and our Guest Book near the main entrance doors. 

 

PARKING is available on Sundays at Mellon Square and Smithfield/Liberty garage for 

$1.00. Tickets must be validated with the stamp at the ushers’ table. 

 

YOUNG CHILDREN 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” The presence of children in worship, 

even when they are wiggly and noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that our 

parish is growing. You are welcome to sit toward the front where they can see more 

easily. Worship Bags for little ones are available at the rear of the nave with some 

items to help them engage in worship. Worship boxes are available for school age  

children. A family restroom and a nursery are available downstairs. Feel free to avail 

yourself of our nursery as needed, which is staffed for this morning’s liturgy. We  

encourage you to bring your children forward for a blessing at communion if they do 

not yet receive the Sacrament. 

  

http://www.flcpittsburgh.org
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HOLY COMMUNION is offered by invitation of the Lord himself. All baptized  

believers who trust that Christ is present in the Eucharist, regardless of denomination, 

are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament. 

  

To receive the Sacrament, come to the altar rail by way of the center aisle and return 

to your pew by the side aisles. The wine may be received by drinking directly from the 

chalice, by dipping the host in the chalice, or with an individual glass available on tables 

next to the front pews. Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. 

Those, who, for any reason, are unable to receive bread or wine, may be assured that 

they still receive the whole Christ by receiving only the bread or the wine. If you 

would like communion brought to you in your seat, please let an usher know. Those 

who choose not to commune may come forward and verbally request a blessing. If you 

are not yet baptized, the pastors would welcome conversations about the Sacrament. 
  

  

+ ALTAR FLOWERS + 
  

THE CENTERPIECE is given to the glory of God. 
  
  
 

+ SANCTUARY & VOTIVE LAMPS + 
FEBRUARY 17 - MARCH 1 

 
  

THE SANCTUARY LAMP is given to the glory of God. 

  

THE VOTIVE LAMP is given in memory of  

F. Ellen Russell by her grandson, Nicholas Scott Sharer. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
 

February 23, 2020– 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 
 

Thank you for silencing your electronic devices before worship  

The people prepare to worship by silently praying the following prayer: 

 

(+)  O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of 

faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud 

you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us with the King heirs of 

your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen  
 

 

 

 

THE PRELUDE                    Liturgical Suite: ‘Praeludium’               

                & ‘Aria’              Gordon Young 

 

 
The people stand and may turn in place to follow and bow as the cross passes. 
 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN     How Good, Lord, to Be Here         ELW 315   

        



5 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA                 setting by John W. Becker 

 Refrain—Intoned by Soloist / Choir, then sung by Congregation 

Verses sung by Soloist / Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father:   

              Repeat refrain. 

 

 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

              Repeat refrain.    

       
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:  

  You take away the sin of the world: Have mercy on us.  

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   
             Repeat refrain. 
 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

             Repeat refrain. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 P Let us pray. (Sung)  

  Almighty God, on the mountain you showed your glory in the     

  transfiguration of your Son. Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil  

  of our world and to behold the King in all his glory; through your Son,  

  Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen  (Sung on one tone) 

 

 
The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON—Exodus 24:12-18 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 

and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, 

which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant 

Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had 

said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with 

you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 15Then Moses went up on the 

mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of the Lord settled 

on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 

called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of 

the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 

people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain.  

Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.   

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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8:30 AM 

THE PSALMODY—Psalm 2             ELW Tone 12 

Sung responsively, Choir / Congregation 

 

 

 
1 Why are the nations | in an uproar?*  

 Why do the peoples mutter | empty threats?  
2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt,  

and the princes | plot together,*  

 against the LORD and against | his anointed?  
3 "Let us break their | yoke," they say;*  

 "let us cast off their | bonds from us."  
4 He whose throne is in heav- | en is laughing;*  

 the Lord has them | in derision. 
5 Then he speaks to them | in his wrath,* 

 and his rage fills | them with terror. 
6 "I myself have | set my king* 

 upon my holy | hill of Zion." 
7 Let me announce the decree | of the LORD:*  

 He said to me, "You are my son; this day have I be- | gotten you.  
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for | your inheritance*  

 and the ends of the earth for | your possession.  
9 You shall crush them with an | iron rod*  

 and shatter them like a | piece of pottery."  
10 And now, you | kings, be wise;*  

 be warned, you rulers | of the earth.  
11 Submit to the | LORD with fear,*  

 and with trembling | bow before him;  
12 lest he be angry, | and you perish;*  

 for his wrath is | quickly kindled.  
13 Happy | are they all*  

 who take ref- | uge in him!  
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THE SECOND LESSON—2 Peter 1:16-21 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses 

of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when 

that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 

my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice 

come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to 

be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 

the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, 

that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because 

no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy 

Spirit spoke from God.  

 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The people stand. 

 

THE VERSE  

 

 

 

 

 

This is my Son, my Chosen! Listen to Him! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL—Saint Matthew 17:1-9 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 

high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his 

face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there 

appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, 

“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, 
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When 

the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by 

fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 

afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 

about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”   

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE SERMON                  The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

 

The people stand for the Hymn of the Day. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY       Oh, Wondrous Type!  Oh, Vision Fair     LBW 80 

St. 1– All / 2- Men / 3--All / 4–Women / 5– All 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

A Let us kneel to pray for the whole people of God  

 in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 
 

 The people kneel. 
 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

THE EXCHANGE OF  PEACE 

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 
The people offer each other the sign of peace, saying “Peace be with you.” 
The people are seated as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

      MUSIC AT THE OFFERING    Christ Upon the Mountain Peak   Paul Bouman    

Christ upon the mountain peak stands alone in glory blazing, let us, if we dare to speak, 

with the saints and angels praise him - Alleluia! Trembling at his feet we saw Moses and 

Elijah speaking.  All the prophets and the Law shout through them their joyful greeting - 

Alleluia! Swift the cloud of glory came, God, proclaiming in its thunder Jesus as his Son by 

name. Nations cry aloud in wonder!  Alleluia! This is God's beloved Son, Law and prophets 

fade before him, first and last and only One, let creation now adore him!  Alleluia!     

            —Brian A Wren, b. 1936 

 
The people stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER      

A Let us pray.  

 Father of our glorious Lord, be patient with our imperfect offerings.   

 Accept them as our intention to serve your creatures in their needs that 

 Christ may be glorified all the more in us, through the same Jesus Christ 

 our Lord. 

C Amen 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PREFACE  

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

 offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our 

 Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love,  

 that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.   

  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P You are indeed holy, O God. You surround us with your glory and mercy,  

  and in the splendor of your heavenly light you lead us through the darkness of 

  this world. You led your people Israel by a pillar of fire, as you delivered them 

  from bondage and brought them to the promised land. 

  

  By the light of Bethlehem’s star you led the sages to your beloved Son, 

  revealing him to the nations as King of kings and Lord of lords. In words, signs 

  and wonders your Son gave the light of hope to the hopeless  

  and healing to the downcast.  

 

  Then, at the appointed time, he stretched out his hands on the cross, showing 

  forth the brilliance of a life freely given, that all may have life in him. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 With joy we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

P Gracious Father, we give you thanks for the light  

 of our Lord’s passion and his victory over the grave.  

 We rejoice that you have made us your people,  

 by Christ’s redeeming love. 

 

 We pray that by your Holy Spirit you will bless and sanctify  
 this Holy Communion, that we may be illumined in faith 

 as we partake of Christ’s body and blood, renewed in the  

 forgiveness of sins, and joyous in our hope for your eternal kingdom. 

C  Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 

 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time  

 and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions  

 of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 P Let us pray with confidence to the Father 

   in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

THE FRACTION 

 P When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  

  When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ. 

 C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread,   

  as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

  

 P The gifts of God for the people of God.  

  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI 
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THE COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 

We welcome all baptized believers who trust that Christ is present in the Eucharist to receive 

the Blessed Sacrament, regardless of denomination. Come by way of the center aisle. Return 

to your pew by the side aisles. Further instructions are at the front of the bulletin.  
 

 

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

 8:30 AM 

 CHORAL VOLUNTARY  Lead Me in Your Truth       Daniel Barta 

 

 

 HYMN          Beautiful Savior                                      LBW 518 
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 HYMN                   Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies           LBW 265 
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When all have communed, the people stand. 

 

THE POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 A Let us pray. 

  Lord Jesus Christ, you were transfigured in this bread and wine that we may  

  have your saving presence and the glory of your forgiveness with new life.  

  Come with us now to the places where we must be your disciples. We bless  

  you now and evermore.  

 C Amen 

 
THE BLESSING 

 

 

The people may turn in place to follow the cross and bow  

as the ministers proceed to the Lamb of God Oratory. 

 

THE HYMN TO CLOSE         Alleluia, Song of Gladness     ELW 318 

 

 

 

 

Printed on facing page. 
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 THE HYMN TO CLOSE         Alleluia, Song of Gladness     ELW 318 
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THE BURIAL OF THE ALLELUIA     

P I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Blessed are the dead who die in the 

 Lord; yea, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors.” So says the 

 Church today of her Alleluia. Today it dies, until it rises with Christ at his 

 glorious resurrection. 

 

C There is a time to keep silent, and a time to speak; a time to be 

 born and a time to die; a time to laugh and a time to weep; a time 

 to  mourn and a time to dance. 

 

P I heard a voice of a great multitude in heaven crying: “Alleluia! Salvation  

 and glory and power belong to our God. Alleluia! For the Lord our God,  

 the almighty reigns.” 

              

 (Sung) Alleluia. Enclose and seal up the word, alleluia; let it remain in the 
 secret of your heart, alleluia, until the appointed time. You shall say it with 

 great joy when that day comes:  

 

Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.         (Setting by John W. Becker) 

 

 

The ministers proceed to the rear of the nave. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

  

THE POSTLUDE       Liturgical Suite: ‘Toccata’           Gordon Young 

 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46420.  
 

Hymns from The Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
 copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-722888. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
 
Front cover art features a painting, Transfiguration of Christ by Giambettino Cignaroli (1741). This painting 

is a part of the altarpiece in the Emelei Chapel of Cathedrale Santa Maria Matricolare, Verona, Italy.  

http://Seasons.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verona_Cathedral
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THIS MORNING  AT FIRST 
  8:30 AM  Holy Communion  

  9:40 AM  Bel Canto Rehearsal 

  9:45 AM  Teacher Appreciation Pancake Breakfast 

    & Youth Group Fundraiser 

10:05 AM  Parish Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 AM  Holy Communion 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL classes are on hiatus today  

as the Christian Education Committee honors all those who have  

volunteered their time to provide education for the youth and 

adults of our parish during the 2019 - 2020 school year.  
 

Breakfast will be provided by the Youth Group of First Lutheran 

and a freewill offering will be collected to raise funds in support of 

the 2021 ELCA National Youth Gathering to be held in  

Minneapolis/St. Paul. Join us in Holy Cross Hall at 9:45 AM. 

  

The Sunday Church School offerings for the  

2019-2020 year go to ELCA World Hunger  

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
The Adult FORUM class resumes next week with the beginning of  

a five week series, Reflections on the Psalms with C. S. Lewis, led by  

Pastor Evans. Lewis, The famed author of the Chronicles of Narnia and 

the Screwtape Letters will help us more fully engage with the psalms in 

our spiritual journeys, which, like our own experiences of the world, 

can range in their tone and subject matter from the deeply troubling  

to the magnificently sublime. You need not have a copy  

of the book to participate. 

 



25 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES ARE NOW AVAILABLE at the Usher’s table 

in the rear of the Nave. Easy-to-use receivers with either an earpiece or a neck loop 
are available. Antiseptic wipes are available to clean assisted listening equipment before 

use, if desired. You are also welcome to bring and use your own headphones with the 

receivers. We also now have an induction loop so that hearing impaired persons whose 

hearing aids are equipped with a telecoil can pick up the audio feed from the sound  

system directly with no additional equipment; simply switch your hearing aid to its  

T-Coil setting. If you require an assisted listening device, inquire with an usher! 

  

THIS SUNDAY’S MUSIC The anthem Christ Upon the Mountain Peak was written 

by American Lutheran composer and choral director Paul Bouman (1918 - 2018). The 

text is by British poet and pastor, Brian A. Wren (b. 1936). The anthem describes the 

scene of the Transfiguration of our Lord.  John W. Becker is the composer of the chant 

for the Burial of the Alleluia which concludes today's liturgy. 

 

PASTOR EVANS IS AWAY He will return to the office on Wednesday, February 

26. If you have a pastoral concern outside of normal office hours, please call 412-471-

6507 and leave a message. The pastor on duty will return your call. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 26 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Holy 

Lent. The sign of ashes is a reminder of our hu-

man mortality, and a call to fasting and penitence 

as we begin our Lenten pilgrimage. First Church 

will offer several opportunities to worship:  

Imposition of Ashes at 10:00 AM; 

The Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 

12:00 PM; Imposition of Ashes at 2:00 PM & 

5:00 PM; The Holy Eucharist with Imposition of 

Ashes at 7:00 PM. All are welcome. 
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CIRCLES OF GREATER PITTSBURGH The Social Ministry Committee  

understands that part of its function is to engage outreach ministries that go beyond 

what only committee members can provide. After much discernment, the Committee 

has decided God has called us to now take action with Circles of Greater Pittsburgh. 

Circles works with individuals, families, and communities to overcome poverty and get 

on the pathway to stability. Building a relationship with Circles will bring about many 

benefits to both parties, mostly a strengthening of our faiths. There are multiple ways 

to work with the Circles community and we have chosen to begin our engagement by 

serving several meals for 60-70 persons at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, East  

Liberty. Our first meal is scheduled for March 31, time TBD. To participate does 

not necessarily mean you have to cook. Through good communication and coordina-

tion we can do this first step successfully. If interested please contact Richard 

King (rcking1979@gmail.com). Richard attends early service at First. Please 

thoughtfully consider this opportunity to make a difference where it's sorely needed.  

 
WALKING TOWARD FREEDOM- Synod Lenten Interfaith Series: This year 

Christians in the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh and Southwestern Pennsylvania  

Lutheran Synod are partnering with the Jewish community in Pittsburgh as our Lenten 

practice. We’re eager to spend time with our Jewish neighbors as a way of deepening 

our understanding of our own and each other’s faiths. We will explore themes of free-

dom. Jewish and Christian people both celebrate freedom in the stories of Passover 

and Easter, yet freedom is understood differently in each tradition. We will use the 

tools of study, prayer, and service to consider freedom together. Area rabbis, bishops, 

and clergy will lead our weekly series. The first two sessions follow:  
 

FEBRUARY 27: 7:30-9:00 PM Freedom in the Exodus and Purim Stories  

Rabbi Keren Gorban, The Rev. Canon Natalie Hall, Rabbi Jeremy Markiz,  

Held at Congregation Beth Shalom  
 

MARCH 5: 7:30-9:00 PM Study: Freedom in the Jesus Story  

Rabbi Doris Dyen, the Rev. Jonathon Jensen, Bishop Dorsey McConnell  

Held at Calvary Episcopal Church  
 

For a complete listing of the sessions, check the recent Lent issue of the 

Alert. Please note the correct (amended) time, 7:30-9:00 PM! 

 

CHORAL COMPLINE will be sung at Heinz Chapel on the campus of the University 

of Pittsburgh on Sunday evenings at 8:00 PM. First Church is a co-sponsor of the 

Compline Choir.  
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WOMEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST This year's women's prayer breakfast will be  

Saturday, March 21, 9:00 - 11:00 AM at First Church. What does it mean to live 

like a peacemaker as Jesus challenges in the Sermon on the Mount? How would living 

this beatitude truly change our day to day lives and in turn the world around us? Pastor 

Janet Hellner-Burris has been on the spiritual adventure of living out this beatitude for 

over 30 years as the senior minister of the Christian Church of Wilkinsburg, a small 

and racially diverse congregation which is claiming its role in the community as "The 

Place for Peace." She also is the coordinator of a grassroots effort to end gun violence 

in Wilkinsburg called the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project for Peace. Sign up in the Parish 

House or by contacting the office at 412-471-8125. Friends are welcome!  

 

IT IS TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS AND SPECIAL MUSIC GIFTS! 

Forms for ordering flowers for Easter 2020 and for Special Music are on the Ushers’ 

Table and in the Parish House. This is a wonderful opportunity to remember or honor 

your loved ones. Completed forms should be returned to Christine Hoffman in the 
Parish Office by Friday, April 3.  

 

THE SEASON OF LENT BEGINS on Ash Wednesday, February 26. Through 

the season of Lent we will be marking our Lenten journey together through prayer, 

worship and community. There are several ways First is providing all three of these 

during the season. One such way are our Lenten soup suppers which start at 

6:15 PM, prior to the TAIZE services on Wednesdays evenings at 7:00 PM. We 

are looking for volunteers to provide soup for the suppers on March 4, 11, 18, 25 and 

April 1.The sign up sheet can be found in the Parish House. If you have any questions, 

please email Christine at cgh@flcpittsburgh.org  

 

MINISTERIUM ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING The Downtown Ministerium 

and Homeland Security are holding a free Active Shooter Training for the members 

and staff of all the downtown congregations on Sunday, March 29, 1:00-3:30 PM  

at First Lutheran Church. RSVP to Christine Hoffman at 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org or 412-471-8125 by March 25.  

 

DINNER AND COMPLINE, SUNDAY MARCH 22. All are welcome to meet at 

the restaurant, The Porch at Schenley Plaza at 6:00 PM, and then proceed across 

the street to Heinz Chapel for Prayer at the Close of the Day at 8:00 PM with the 

Pittsburgh Compline Choir, of which First Church is a co-sponsor with Lutheran  

Campus Ministry. Please sign up in the Parish House so we have a count for dinner.  
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION will be observed on Sunday, May 17, with First 

Holy Communion Instruction taking place on Sunday, April 26 after the 11:00 AM 

liturgy. Lunch will be provided. Questions? Speak to a pastor!  

 

THE EVENING BOOK CLUB next meets on Tuesday, March 10, 6:00 PM at 

Emiliano’s (South Side). They will be discussing The Grammarians by Cathleen Schine. 

All are welcome. 

 

THE DAYTIME BOOK CLUB will meet on Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 12:00 

PM at the home of Mary Preuss. They will be discussing the book The Only Woman in 

the Room by Marie Benedict. All are welcome!  

 

SAVE THE DATE; AFG Fish Fry Night: Please join the Adult Fellowship Group 

on Friday March 27th, for its annual trip to a local fish fry, followed by dessert at the 

home of Fr. Dan and Pr. Natalie Hall in Edgewood. Sign-up in Holy Cross Hall or by  
notifying the church office. Details to follow. We hope you can join us!  

 

WALK-IN MINISTRY: Saint Mary of Mercy completes a week of walk-in ministry 

today.  First Presbyterian Church will be on duty beginning February 24. Those seek-

ing crisis counseling may be directed accordingly. 

 

TIME TO RESTOCK THE PANTRY: We could use especially: socks, saltines, pea-

nut butter, jelly, crackers, aseptic milk, canned fruit, instant mashed potatoes, socks, 

razors, all kinds of travel-sized toiletries shampoo, toothpaste, men's and  

women's deodorant, feminine hygiene products, and individually wrapped toilet paper. 

Thank you for your support of this vital ministry!  

 

GLOBAL LINKS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: We will again partner with 

412 Youth Zone to volunteer at Global Links on Saturday, March 28 from 10 AM 

until noon. Global Links is a nonprofit organization that sends surplus medical  

supplies primarily to Central America. Volunteers help to prepare materials for  

shipping. No special skills needed! Open to those who are 18 years and older, or are 

16-17 years accompanied by a parent or guardian. Global Links is located near the 

Greentree exit on I- 376. Sign up in the Parish House. Contact the church office for 

more information. It will be a fun morning!  
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DUFF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: Are you a protestant student who has  

attended high school or been home schooled at least two academic years in Allegheny 

County, PA? Are you a high school senior or high school graduate planning to enroll 

(or already enrolled) in a full-time undergraduate course of study leading to a  

bachelor’s degree at an accredited four-year education institution? Do you have a  

cumulative grade point average of at least 2.8 on a 4.0 scale? You may be eligible for aid 

from the Lola G. Duff and William H. Duff, II Scholarship Program. Information is  

available from the following URL: www.sms.scholarshipamerica.org/duff.  

The application deadline is March 15, 2020. Act now – only the first 1,000 

applications received will be considered.  

 

WILLIAM J. WOLF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND was created by a  

bequest from William J. Wolf, founder and president of General Cleaning Company. 

Although Mr. Wolf completed high school, he did not have the means to attend  

college, which he regretted. Through the establishment of this fund, he is able to give 
back in perpetuity to the Pittsburgh community that he and his wife, Elizabeth, loved, 

and to the Lutheran faith which they supported during their lifetimes. This scholarship 

is to assist with the college or graduate level education of students of Lutheran  

denominations who have a residence in Allegheny County and maintain good grades. 

For further information you may contact The Pittsburgh Foundation: Jennifer Marino at 

marinoj@pghfdn.org. To download the Scholarship Application go to  

https://pittsburghfoundation.org/scholarship/1631 Completed applications are due 

March 31, 2020.  

 

2020 FLOWER and SANCTUARY/VOTIVE LAMP NOTEBOOKS are  

available for those who wish to make a donation. Floral arrangements and candles can 

be donated in honor of a living person or in memory of someone who has died, in  

celebration of an anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving for friends or  

family, which is acknowledged in the bulletin. The cost for flowers is $25 per  

arrangement. The cost for the 14 day candles used in the sanctuary/votive 

lamps is $7.50. Please sign up in the notebooks on the reception desk in the Parish 

House. 
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SERVING TODAY 

  

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Presiding Minister Pr. McCurry Pr. McCurry 

Preacher Pr. McCurry 

Assisting Minister June Navid Vr. Siebert 

Communion John Schroeder Deanna Moyer 

Assistants Susan Bruder Maggie Wolfram 

  

Acolytes C  John Schroeder C  Skylar Schmidt 

 T  Megan Zimmerman T  Andrea Farner 

 T  Maria Schroeder T  Grace Hall 

 A  Brennan Cleary A  Andrew Schmidt 

 BB  Will Schroeder BB  Zoe McCurry 

  

Cantor Sr. Cynthia A. Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 

Musicians André Bierman, Tenor Soloist 

 First Church Schola The Parish Choir 
 Bel Canto  

  

Lectors Michelle Cleary Pr. Amy Schifrin 

  

Altar Guild Karin Cheslar Donna Graf 

  Michelle Cleary Mary Preuss 

   

Greeters Bill & Norma  

Hansmann 

Jeff & Pam Heald 

 

Coffee Hour Host Pancake Breakfast Beth Kane &  

Sherry Wilson 

 

Head Usher Kurt Herbst 

Nursery Attendant Emily Scanlon 
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CALENDAR 

  

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

12:00 PM  Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting 

12:10 PM  Holy Communion for Healing 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25  Elizabeth Fedde (d. 1921), Deaconess 

12:10 PM  Holy Communion   

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

10:00 AM  Imposition of Ashes 

12:00 PM  Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 

  2:00 PM  Imposition of Ashes 

  5:00 PM  Imposition of Ashes 
  7:00 PM  Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

12:00 PM  Weight Watchers Meeting 

12:10 PM  Holy Communion 

  6:15 PM  Gloria Dei Ringers  

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

12:10 PM  Holy Communion  

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 

  9:15 AM  Cantate Rehearsal 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, MARCH 1 

  8:30 AM  Holy Communion  

  9:40 AM  Bel Canto Rehearsal 

  9:45 AM  Sunday Church School Classes for All Ages 

10:05 AM  Parish Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 AM  Holy Communion  

12:15 PM  Camp Downtown Planning Meeting 
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