
INTRODUCING VICAR HALLE 
 

Hello, First Lutheran Church! For those of you  

who have not yet met me, my name is Halle  
Siebert and I’m the new Vicar on staff. “Vicar”  

is a fancy title for “pastoral intern,” so I will be  

here for the next year learning all there is to  

know about being a pastor! My position is a one- 

year commitment as it is my final step before  

graduating from seminary and pursuing ordination. 

I’ve greatly appreciated everyone’s hospitality since  

I started in August, and I feel so lucky to experience internship in such a lively 

congregation! 

 

A little about me: I grew up in McFarland, Wisconsin, which is a small town just 

southeast of Madison, our capital city. While growing up, I attended McFarland 

Lutheran Church with lots of my family, including all of my grandparents! This 

church is special to me because it is the congregation that my parents grew up 

in, were confirmed, and were married; and this congregation is also where I was 

baptized, confirmed, and will soon be married! McFarland Lutheran Church has 

also greatly financially supported my seminary education, and I’m beyond thank-

ful to belong to such an encouraging home parish. 

 

I attended college at the University of Wisconsin - Madison and studied Speech 

Language Pathology and Audiology - Go Badgers! To be a Badger was a dream of 

mine since I was three years-old, and my experiences on campus were beyond 

everything I hoped for! I was a member of Sigma Alpha Omega, an interdenomi-

national Christian sorority, where other Christian young women and I gathered 

weekly to have bible studies, worship nights, service projects, and other social 

events. In addition, I served on the student coordinating committee for Lutheran 

Campus Ministries as the hospitality and worship chairwoman, and I was a mem-

ber of the Lubar Institute of Abrahamic Religions, an interfaith dialogue group 

for Jewish, Christian, and Muslim students.  

 
These three student organizations were instrumental in me discerning a call to 

seminary, and they’ve each given me a great heart for ecumenical and interfaith 

ministry.      Continued on p. 4... 
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TAKE NOTE! 
 

“God of Grace and God 

 of Glory” is the theme  

of a gala celebration of  

the birth of Dr. Paul Manz, 

whose music is one of  

God’s singular gifts to the 

church at large, and the  

Lutheran church in  

particular. This celebratory  

hymn festival will be presented here at First Church 

on Sunday 27 October, at 2:30 PM. The choirs of the 

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Saint Stephen  
Lutheran Church, and First Church will participate, 

accompanied by our wonderful Casavant organ and 

brass quartet.  Dr. Ann Labounsky, Joyce Moon 

Strobel, and Sr. Cynthia Pock will conduct and play.   

 

The Reverend Dr. Philip Pfatteicher, former Associate 

Pastor of First Church and noted author and friend of 

Paul Manz, will offer commentary on the life and  

music of this outstanding musician.  The program will 

include special settings ofymns for choir and  

congregation written by Dr. Manz, as well as the  

organ hymn improvisations for which he is most 

widely known. The choirs will sing his marvelous  

anthem E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come.   

 

The opening hymn will be The God of Abraham Praise, 

in recognition of the memorial to the victims of the 

Tree of Life massacre held in Oakland that  

afternoon. A reception will follow the hymn festival. 

Be sure to mark this musical event on your calendar, 

and invite a friend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Cynthia Pock, n/OLF, AAGO 
Cantor 

Sister Cynthia Pock 
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CHRISTIAN 

ED. CORNER 
 

For the last two years, 

First has held two con-

current adult education 

classes. Downstairs we 

held our standard adult 

education offerings, 

which we entitled  

“Forum.” They tended to  

be a lecture based presentation on a variety of topics 

related to the faith. Upstairs on the mezzanine, “Table 

Talk” met, so that pastors could facilitate a longer 
term discussion of scripture that was more  

supportive of questions. The goal of having two 

classes was a strategy for meeting parishioners in the 

varied places they are in their spiritual journeys and 

growth in faith. 

 

2018-2019 proved to be a year of reconsidering our 

focus. Our council members and committee members 

attended a Fall Leadership Retreat with the Rev. Dr. 

Graham Standish. He invited us to reconsider how all 

the ministry that we do together (including more 

business-like meetings and decisions) can reflect a 

more deep connection with the faith that we share, 

and Christ who draws us together in his body. 

With this in mind, we have approached adult  

education with a renewed vision.   

 

This fall we have returned to having just one class, 

Adult Forum, which continues to meet downstairs in 

Holy Cross Hall. Our teaching plans for the year will 

be clearly focused on our formation as Christians. 

There will still be information that will change how 

we look at the Bible, faith, and our life together. 

However, that information will all be directed toward 

a clear goal of inviting members’ reflection and en-

gagement with God and their faith. 

 

Your pastoral staff and Christian education leaders 

hope that this will prove to be a blessing for us all,  

 
 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 

ADULT FORUM 2019 
 

Sept 29-Oct 27 

FOUNDATIONS FOR  

SPIRITUAL LIVING 
Led by Pr. Graham Standish 

 

Oct 20-Nov 24  

JUDAISM & CHRISTIANITY SERIES 
 

Oct 20  Theological Connections  
Led by Pr. Jennifer McCurry 
 

Oct 27 Liturgical Connections    
Led by Pr. Brian Evans 
 

Nov 3  Roots of Lutheran Antisemitism    
Led by Pr. Jennifer McCurry 
 

Nov 10  Racist Lies and the Holocaust    
Led by Pr. Brian Evans 
 

Nov 17  In a Gentile Church    
Led by Pr. Amy Schifrin, President  

Trinity School for Ministry (NALC) 
  
Nov 24  The Way Forward  
Led by Rabbi Jamie Gibson, Temple Sinai 

 

Dec 1   

ALL AGES ADVENT EVENT 

 

Dec 8   

Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting 

 

Dec 15 & 22   

HYMNS OF ADVENT  
Led by Lewis Steele 

as the Holy Spirit continues to nurture us in faith 

and understanding. 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 
Associate Pastor 
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Continued from cover... 

Currently, I’m a Master of Divinity student at Luther 

Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. Before arriving in 

Pittsburgh, I completed my three years of academic 

study and am now, as stated, completing my year-long 

pastoral internship. I will graduate from Luther  

Seminary in August 2020, but I’m allowed to walk 

across the stage at our Commencement Ceremony 

this coming May. In my coursework I have a special 

emphasis on pastoral care, and I greatly enjoy sitting 

with and listening to others. One day I hope to be a 

chaplain at a senior living community, as I feel a very 

strong call to that specific type of ministry. 

 

Other than my professional life, I’m living in the Mt. 

Lebanon neighborhood and really enjoy their vibrant 
uptown and weekly farmers’ market! Josh, my fiancé, 

has also visited numerous times, and we’ve seen the 

Heinz History Center, Schenley Park, the Duquesne 

Incline, and even went to a Pirates game when the 

Brewers were visiting. Both of us love to sight-see 

and welcome any and all suggestions! Also, Josh is 

currently a PhD student at Binghamton University in 

Binghamton, New York, and he studies early 20th 

century American political history - you’ll occasionally 

see him around First! 

Vicar Halle Siebert on the day of her installation as Pastoral Intern. 

Overall, I really look forward to spending this year 

with you all here in Pittsburgh! Thank you again for 

welcoming me so enthusiastically into your parish! 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

 

Vicar Halle 
Pastoral Intern 

SERVING AS SINGLES 

LUNCHEON 
 The Serving as Singles group will meet for lunch at 

the church on Sunday, October 27, after  

11:00 AM service to continue getting to know 

each other. Pastor McCurry will join us for  

discussion about the purpose of the group and 

how we would like to move forward as "Serving 

Singles". Feel free to bring a lunch or grab  

something at a nearby lunch spot to bring back to 

the church. All single adults (never married,  

divorced, widowed) are welcome to attend.  

Desserts are welcome, if you plan to attend and /

or bring a dessert, please sign-up on the sheet 
in the Parish House or contact Christine at 

cgh@flcpittsburgh.org. 

 

 

Oktoberfest 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP OKTOBERFEST 

GATHERING will take place at the Pittsburgh 

Teutonia Männerchor (857 Phineas Street, 15212) 

in their Ratskeller dining room on Friday,  

October 18 at 6:00 PM. Tickets for the event 

are $25, and include a buffet of traditional German 

food. There will be a cash bar. Tickets will be on 

sale during both coffee hours at the reception desk 

in the Parish House. Don’t delay - pick yours up  

today! Questions? Contact Kathy Pfister at 

kathy.pfister@pittsburghmoves.com. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Semi-annual meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday,  

December 8, at 9:45 AM in Holy Cross Hall.  The purpose of this  

December meeting is to take action on the Congregation Council’s  

Proposal for Ministry, 2020.  This proposal (budget) has been developed  

with the involvement of parish committees, staff, and the Council itself.   

The second vote of the updates to the First Lutheran Church Constitution  

will also be held. All voting members are urged to be present. Voting 

members are defined as those members of the congregation who have  

communed and made a contribution of record in the past year.  
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FROM ROGER  

RANDOLPH... 
 

To the members of the 

 First English Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, 

 

Greetings! My first month  

here at United Lutheran  

Seminary in Philadelphia 

has been a blessing and journey.  

I am currently enrolled in the basics of a first  

semester MDiv student; Church History, New  

Testament, Systematic Theology, and Worship. The 
coursework has consisted of a high volume of reading 

which I am beginning to adjust to. 

 

Though at times I can begin to miss home, there are 

ways that God has provided me comfort and  

reminded me that home is not very far away. The  

Mt. Airy neighborhood of Philadelphia is a beautiful 

one, reminding me of Pittsburgh with its many trees 

and rolling terrain. Wissahickon Valley Park, Frick 

Park on steroids, is not very far away.  

 

The impact and contribution of First Church is  

evident here as well. Very often I find myself studying 

in the Charles Porterfield Krauth Memorial Library, 

walking past the B. Frank Weyman memorial plaque 

on my way to reading texts for my Worship class that 

quote the work of Philip H. Pfatteicher. I am also 

constantly reminded of the ways that our 

congregation’s strong, faithful witness in such a  

unique context has prepared me for my time here.  

 

Through participating in worship in a number of roles, 

being a student and teacher in Sunday school, wisdom 

imparted by our experienced cadre of staff/pastors in 

residence, and more I have been able to take on the 

beginning phases of this journey with a spirit-enabled 

confidence. I thank God daily for the strong  

foundation which this congregation has built to  

undergird my work pursing a call to public  

Seminarian Roger Randolph 

  

YOUTH GROUP FALL EVENTS 

 SAVE THE DATES!  
 

October 19 —Autumn Adventure 
at Seven Springs, meet at 10:00 AM 

 

November 22-23 —Light-up Night Lock-in 

at First Church, beginning at 7:00 PM 

 

December 8 and 15 —Cookie Walk 

at First Church, beginning at 9:45 AM  
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ministry. I pray that it continues to aid me in my 

Ministerial Fieldwork congregation, St. Mark’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, and as a Chaplain 

Candidate (which has just been officially approved!) 

with the 1st/111th Infantry Battalion in the  

Pennsylvania Army National Guard.  

 

I am forever grateful to the congregation for its 

generous financial support, purchasing the laptop 

on which this letter was written. Having current 

technology has enabled me to work and be  

competent in this digital age, where the majority of 

my coursework and a significant amount of my 

readings are done electronically. I do not take this 

support for granted. 
 

1 Praise the Lord, all you nations! 

    Extol him, all you peoples! 

2 For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

  Praise the Lord!   - Psalm 117 

 

To God be all glory, honor, and praise,  

now and forevermore. Amen 

 

 

 

The Rev. Seminarian W. Roger Randolph III, BSIE 
United Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia, PA 

Roger Randolph and The Rev. Kurt F. Kusserow, bishop of the  

Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA at the annual banquet 

of the Conference of Bishops, where Randolph was awarded the 

ELCA's Fund for Leaders Mission Chaplaincy Scholarship. 

Roger Randolph and The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America at the  

ELCA Conference of Bishops annual banquet. 

 

From Pastor Evans... 

I am sure that I speak on behalf of our whole family 

of faith when I say how very proud we are of Roger 

as a son of this parish. We give thanks to God for 

his calling and formation for the Holy Ministry, in  

particular, as a chaplain who will serve with the  

Gospel those who serve our nation. I ask for your 

prayers for him and encourage you to reach out to 

him with our Christian love and words of support: 
 

W. Roger Randolph III  

7301 Germantown Ave 

Philadelphia PA 19119 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Evans 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18 

AFG OKTOBERFEST 

Teutonia Männerchor at 6:00 PM  

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 

YOUTH GROUP AUTUMN ADVENTURE 

Seven Springs, meet at 10:00 AM, location TBD 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 

REFORMATION DAY 

Liturgies at 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Serving as Singles Luncheon at 12:15 PM 

Paul Manz Hymn Festival at 2:30 PM 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11 

ORGAN RECITAL 

Beginning at 7:00 PM 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

LIGHT-UP NIGHT CONCERT & 

YOUTH LOCK-IN 

Concert beginning at 6:00 PM 

Lock-In beginning at 7:00 PM 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE GATHERING 

Church Brew Works at 6:00 PM 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting at 9:45 AM 

Third Annual Victorian Vespers at 4:00 PM 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 

AFG ADVENT/CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Beginning at 6:30 PM 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

Beginning at 4:00 PM 

 

DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE 

The Vigil of the Nativity at 12:00 PM 

The Angels’ Mass at 7:00 PM 

The Shepherds’ Mass at 10:30 PM 

 

DECEMBER 25: THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

The Christ Mass at 10:00 AM 


