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PASTORAL MESSAGE 
 

Our lives cycle through seasons of busy and  

seasons of quiet, granting us the regular  
opportunities for invigoration and reflection. I find  

that Advent can be either of these for different  

people. For people who have recently retired or  

become unemployed, for people who grieve the  

death of a loved one, or for people who long for  

something new, Advent can be a time of unpleasant  

quiet, watching a world that seems to celebrate. In  

contrast, others find themselves on a never-ending treadmill of family or work 

commitments, wishing for moment to breathe. 

 

At its best, the church season of Advent opens a new space for us all: one of a 

deeper listening. On Sunday mornings, we listen to God’s promises. There are 

eschatological visions, for Israel and for followers of Christ, of what God will do 

to bring new life to the world when the last day comes. We hear promises  

beginning to be fulfilled in the life of Jesus’ family – in Elizabeth and Zechariah, 

Mary and Joseph, John the baptizer, and Jesus himself. Together, we receive the 

witness of the faithful, people who were so deeply grounded in God’s word, and 

the life of Israel, that they could be faithfully attentive to God’s work in the 

world. 

 

In this season, the Spirit invites us grow in being attentive to God. That’s a two-

fold invitation. When we are together in worship, we are reminded of how God 

was at work centuries ago, at different times in salvation history. Our individual 

devotional lives may, in part, use this time for those stories to become three 

dimensional in our minds and hearts. While there are many Advent devotion 

books, growing in the word this season can be as simple as bringing home Sun-

day’s bulletin. It can wait by your place for morning coffee or at your bedside 

table, that you might take a few minutes to reread one the lessons and pray 

about them during the weekdays that follow. 

 
Scripture, and God’s promises and stories, ultimately serve as a foundation for 

us as they did for our forebearers. That time of reflection makes space to... 
 

Continued on p. 4  
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TAKE  NOTE 
 

“The people that walked  

in darkness have seen a 
great light.” 

 

VICTORIAN  

VESPERS: Our third  

annual offering of Victorian 

Vespers for Advent will 

take place on Sunday 8 

December, 4:00 PM.  First Church has a rich  

history of worship with canticles, psalm settings, 

and anthems from the Victorian and Edwardian era.  

Our archives contain exquisitely printed and  

preserved bulletins and programs from the turn of 

the last century—it is fascinating to pore through 

these and discover how worship was offered here 

decades ago! 

 

On  8 December, historic choral music and organ 

selections will be included at Vespers for the  

Advent season.  Be sure to invite a friend, and come 

to sing and pray in this beautiful liturgy. A light  

reception will follow in the Parish House. 

 

The annual German Christmas service occurs on 

Sunday 22 December at 4:00 PM. It is a service 

of Lessons and Carols entirely in German, with 

solo, choral and handbell music of the season. We 

are pleased to welcome the German community to 

celebrate our Savior’s birth. 

 

Music for strings and organ will accompany choral 
music on Christmas Eve. Youth ensembles (Cantate 

and Bel Canto) will sing at the 7:00 PM liturgy;  the 

Parish Choir sings at 10:30 PM.  Both liturgies  

include a Festive Prelude prior to worship. 

Sister Cynthia Pock 

We thank all our parish musicians for their  

dedication and hard work as they prepare music  

for the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas! 

 

“For unto us a Child is born,   

to us a Son is given…” 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Cynthia Pock,  n/OLF AAGO 
Cantor 
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CHRISTIAN ED. CORNER 
 

All-Ages Advent Activity: DEC 1  

The Christian Education Committee would like to 
invite students of all ages to a music-filled Sunday 

School Hour on Sunday, December 1. Instead of the 

regular Sunday School classes, the Adult Sunday 

School class and grades 3-12 will meet in Holy 

Cross Hall to sing Advent hymns and learn more 

about the underlying texts. Godly Play and 1st and 

2nd grade students will meet in the Father Heyer 

room to make Christmas cards for our homebound 

members and walk-in ministry guests. As always, the 

Committee will provide light refreshments.  We 

look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting  

with Youth Cookie Walk:  DEC 8 
 

Hymns of Advent: DEC 15 & 22 

Lewis Steele will lead the Adult Forum to read,  

discuss and, yes, sing a sample of the great hymn 

tradition for the season.  Some will be familiar, oth-

ers less so.  We will concentrate on the hymns that 

are prayers of longing for the triumphal return of 

Our Lord Jesus.   
 

Upon This Rock: JAN 5, 12, &19 

How did Simon Bar Jonah, an uneducated fisherman 

from Galilee, become one of the most important 

leaders in the new Christian church? Over the 

course of three Sundays, the class will examine the 

life of Saint Peter in depth to see how becoming a 

disciple of Jesus transformed Peter and how we can 

grow in our own discipleship through Peter's  
example. Anne Harmon will lead the discussion. 
 

Loving Our Downtown Neighbors:   

JAN 26, FEB 2, 9 & 16 

Pastor McCurry and Vicar Siebert will begin this 

series with a Bible study on our Christian call to 

love our neighbors. The following three weeks will 

be led by guest presenters, helping us consider what 

Christian love looks like for our neighbors who 

struggle with homelessness, mental illness, and  

addiction. 

Icefest Registration Now Open! 
Icefest 2020: Create in Me a Clean Heart will take 

place on Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 AM.   

Full details will be available in the registration form  
Register your children today!  

www.flcpittsburgh.org/registration 
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...ponder today and this season, even for the busiest 

of people (for me as I wash the dishes, or take the 

bus, or wait for my kids at activities). We can ask: 

Where or when is God clearly present  

and active in and around you? 

How are God’s promises being fulfilled  

in your life and our life together? 

In the midst of a culture that sets its own  

Advent priorities, how are we witnessing to 

our faith in the world? 

 

May the Holy Spirit bless us with wisdom and  

insight, as we anticipate the celebration of Christ’s 

nativity and look forward to his coming again. 

 
 

 

The Rev. Jennifer Peters McCurry 
Associate Pastor 

Continued from front cover. 

First Church seminarians DaMisha McFarland-Pollock &  

Roger Randolph pose with a standee of Martin Luther. 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT: Discern How 

God Calls Us to Be Light in The World 

 

What are you being called to? This Epiphany-

inspired retreat for young adults (age 18-25) will 

explore light in many forms around the city and 

provide meaningful moments for prayer, worship, & 

discernment. Sunday, Jan 5, 2020 at 6:00 PM – 

Sunday Jan 7, 2020 at 2:00 PM Register by 

Thursday, December 19.  

 

Highlights include: Phipps Conservatory, Holiday 

Market, Downtown Creche, Pitt Nationality 

Rooms, & Light Photo Hunt. Meals & lodging at the 

Lutheran University Center are included in registra-
tion price. All young adults in Western Pennsylvania 

are welcome! 

 

Register at: swpasynod.org/light 

 

OUR SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATION 

MEETING will be held at 9:45 AM on Sunday, 

December 8 in Holy Cross Hall. The purpose 

of this December meeting is to take action on the 

Congregation Council’s Proposal for Ministry, 2020. 

This proposal (budget) has been developed with the 

involvement of parish committees, staff, and the 

Council itself. We will also be holding our second 

vote for the updated church constitution. All Voting 

Members are urged to be present. Voting Members 

are defined as those members of the congregation 

who have communed and made a  

contribution of record in the past year. 

http://swpasynod.org/light


HANGING OF THE GREENS  

First Lutheran Church is a beautiful setting in which 

to worship, particularly at Christmas. The Altar 

Guild needs your help to decorate the church for 

Christmas on Saturday, December 21, begin-

ning at 9:00 AM.  No special skills are required. 

The job takes about three hours.  All are welcome! 
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STATEMENT OF 2019 GENERAL FUND ACTIVITIES  
 

This snapshot of our 

congregation's financial 
activity reflects that  

total expenses incurred 

through September,  

2019 have outpaced total 

revenues received by 

more than $38,000. This 

deficit is largely because 

giving year-to-date is  

under budget. While  

offerings are running 

nearly the same as last 

year, we need for  

undesignated envelope 

gifts to grow by 10% 

across the Congregation 

if we hope to meet the 

proposed needs of our 

ministries for 2019. It is 

important to highlight 

that in addition to the  

$47,000 of benevolence expended by First Church for the Church at-large and foreign missions, roughly 

$28,500 of designated gifts received from the Congregation has been distributed as directed for an aggregate 

benevolence impact through September, 2019 of more than $75,500. Reverence My Sanctuary collections 

totaled $94,050 through the third quarter of 2019 and $1,071,700 since inception. As of September 30, 2019, 

campaign pledge receivables were $238,387 and the loan from our Passavant Fund was $284,678. As we 

forge ahead with our current plan for ministries and commence the final phases of the RMS project, we  

express our heartfelt thanks for your generous support and encourage everyone to prayerfully consider ways 

you may increase your gifts. If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please direct them to our Chair 

of Finance, Jim Nealon or Treasurer, Amy Marsh.  

  9 mos 9 mos 9 mos Annual 

Accounts Actual Budget Variance Budget 

Revenues         

   Offerings & other gifts  $ 415,912   $452,474   $  (36,562)  $603,299  

   Distributions & interest 149,348  163,226  (13,877) 202,801  

Total Revenues 565,261  615,700  (50,439) 806,100  

          

Expenses         

   Personnel  $ 428,881   $415,527   $   13,353   $554,036  

   Benevolence 47,055  53,400  (6,345) 70,400  

   Christian Education and Youth Ministry 16,866  14,870  1,996  18,095  

   Evangelism and Social Ministry 7,522  10,125  (2,603) 13,500  

   Parish Operations 33,677  37,175  (3,498) 49,194  

   Property Maintenance 55,817  53,850  1,967  71,800  

   Worship 13,750  22,106  (8,357) 29,075  

Total Expenses 603,568  607,054  (3,486) 806,100  

          

Net Total  $(38,307)  $   8,646   $(46,953)  $        (0) 

 

THANK YOU, FIRST CHURCH FAMILY! 

I have just received a care package full of goodies 

from FLC. Thank you so much for sending me this 

gift all the way from Pittsburgh! I will enjoy the 

Swiss Miss hot chocolate especially.  
 

I look forward to seeing you  

all around Christmas time! 

Roy Navid 
College Care  

Package Recipient 





SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
German Christmas Service at 4:00 PM 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve 

The Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord at 12:00 PM 
 

The Angels’ Mass at 7:00 PM 
(Festive prelude beginning at 6:45 PM) 

 

The Shepherds’ Mass at 10:30 PM 
(Festive Prelude beginning at 10:00 PM) 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
The Nativity Of Our Lord 

The Christ Mass  

at 10:00  AM 



FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
615 Grant Street  

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-4462 
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      Time-value data; please do not delay! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

LIGHT-UP NIGHT CONCERT & 

YOUTH LOCK-IN 

Concert beginning at 6:00 PM 

Lock-In beginning at 7:00 PM 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Held at Smithfield United Church of Christ at 7:00 PM 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

AMEN TO ACTION 

Held at the David Lawrence  

Convention Center at 9:00 AM 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 

PASTORS-IN-RESIDENCE GATHERING 

Church Brew Works at 6:00 PM 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting at 9:45 AM 

Third Annual Victorian Vespers at 4:00 PM 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 

AFG ADVENT/CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Beginning at 6:30 PM 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

Beginning at 4:00 PM 

 

DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE 

The Vigil of the Nativity at 12:00 PM 

The Angels’ Mass at 7:00 PM 

The Shepherds’ Mass at 10:30 PM 

 

DECEMBER 25: THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

The Christ Mass at 10:00 AM 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 

The Feast of Saint John the Apostle at 12:10 PM 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5—TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 

Held at the Lutheran University Center, et al 


